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THE 

ADVE N TUR E S 

OF 

GILBLAS of Santiilanc, 

B O O K X, 

C H A P. L 

Gil Bias fits out fit the Afturias; pajfes through 
Valladolid^ where he vtfits his old mafter do6lor 
Sangrado \ and meets, by accident, with Signior 
Manuel OrdonneZy director of the hojpital. 

^^©(Sr^lHILE I was getting ready for my 
© Y?" ® departure from Madrid, with Sci- 

W (Sk^ w P^^» ^^ ^^ journey to the Aftu- 
iHL»@!Js j.jj^g^ Vope Paul the Fifth named 

the Duke of Lerma to the cardinalfhip. 

This Pope, being defirous of eftablifliing 

the inquifitioa in the kingdom of Naples^ 

Vol. IV. B invefteJ 



2 Tbe ADVENTURES of 

invcftf d that minifter with the purple, that he 
might engage him to make King Philip con- 
fent to fuch a laudable dcfign. All thole who. 
wfire well acquainted with this new member 
of the facrcd college, thought, like me, ihi.t 
the church had made a fine acquifition, 

Scipio, who w^ould rather have feen me in 
abrilliant poft at cogrt, thj§n buried in folitude, 
advifed mc to prefent myfeTf before tbe Cardi- 
nal : * Perhaps (faid he) his eminence feeing 
you out of prifon b)^ the King's order, will 
think it unneccffarj^ to appear any longer irri- 
tated againft you, and take you into his fervice 
again/' *^ Mr, Scipio (anfwered I), you fecm 
to have forgot that I obtained my liberty on 
condition that I fhould auit the two Caftiles 
immediately. Befides, do you think me al-: 
ready difgufted with my caftle of Lirias ? I 
have told you once, and now repeat it, that 
if the duke of Lerma would reftore me to his 
good graces, and even offer me the place of 
Don Rodrigo de Calderona, 1 would refufc it. 
My refolution is taken. I will go in queft of 
my parents at Oviedo, and retire with them 
ta Valencia. As for thee, my friend, if thou 
repented of having joined thy fortune to mine, 
fpeak ; I am ready to give thee one half of 
my money, and thou mayeft ftay at Madrid, 
and pufli thy fortune as far as it will go.'* 

*'How! (replied my fecretary, nettled at 
*ftiy words) can you fufpeft me of having any 
, repugnance to follow you to your retreat ? my 

zeal 
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zeal and attachment are injured by your fufpU 
cion. What ! Scipio, that faithful fervant, 
who, to fliare your afflidion, would have wil- 
lingly pafled the remainder of his days with 
you m the tower of Segovia ? Ihall he feel any 
regret in accompanying you to an abode that 
promifes him a thoufand pleafures ? No^ no, 
I have no defire of difluading you from your 
refolution. I mufl own 1 was a little mifcbie- 
vous, when I advifed you to (hew yourfelf to 
the Duke of Lerma : 1 wanted to found you, 
that I might know if fome feeds of ambition 
did not ftill remain in your breaft. Well then, 
fincc you are fo much detached from pomp and 
grandeur, let us abandon the court immedi- 
ately, to go and enjoy thofe innocent and de- 
licious pleafures, of which we have formed 
fuch charming ideas/V We actually fet out in 
a few days, mounted together in a chaife drawn 
by two good mules, and condudted by a young 
man, with whom I thought proper to aug- 
ment my train. We lay the firft night at Al- 
eala de Henares, and the fecond at Scgpvia ; 
from whence (without flaying to vifit the 

fenerous keeper Tordefillas) wc got to Pena- 
el on the Duero ; and next day to Vallado- 
lid *.. At fight of this laft place, I could not 
help heaving a profound figh ; and my com- 

* Valladolid is oue of the mod beautiful cities of Old Caftile, 
(ituated on the fmall river Efcueva, which divides it in two, and 
over which is a liandfome ftonc bridge: of ten or twelve arches. In 
this place is an univerfity, and no lefs than fcventy convents, one 
of wiiich is tht king's palace, very much cmbellifhed by Philip the 
Fourth, 

: B 2 l^?^Yi\QT\^ 



4 The ADVENTURES of 

panion, who perceived it, aiking the caufe : 
** Child (faid I), I pradifed phyfic a long 
time in this city, and my confcience upbraids 
me with it this moment ! methinks all the fick 
people whom I killed, come out of their 
rombs, and feem ready to tear me to pieces.'* 
** What a fancy is this ! (faid my fecretary) 
truly, Signior de Santillane, you are too good. 
Why ftiould you repent of having laboured 
in your vocation ? Obferve the oldeft phyfi- 
cians ; do they feel any fuch remorfe ? No, 
fure : they ftill go on in their old courfe, with 
the utmoft tranquillity, throwing the blame 
of all fatal accidents on nature, and claiming 
honour from every lucky event/' 

** True (faid I), Dodtor Sangrado, whofc 
method I faithfully followed, was a man of 
that eharader. Though he faw twenty people 
die daily under his hands, he was fo well con- 
vinced of the excellence of bleeding in the arm, 
and plentiful draughts of warm water, which 
he called his two Ijiecifics in all kinds of dif- 
tempers, that inftead of fufpefting his reme- 
dies, he believed that his patients died becaufe 
they had not drank and been blooded enough.'* 
*^ Egad 1 (cried Scipio, burfting into a loud 
laugh) this muft bean incomparable perfonl** 
" If thou haft any curioiity to fee and hear 
him (faid I), thou mayeft fatisfy it to-morrow 
morning, provided Sangrado be ftill alive, 
and at Valladolid, which I can fcarce believe, 
for he was very old when I left him, and that 
happened a good many years ago. 

Our 
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Our firft care, when we arrived at our inn, 
was to enquire about that doftor, who we 
learned was not yet dead ; but being too old 
to vifit patients, or move about, he had given 
place to three or four doAors, who had ac-* 
quired reputation by a new method of prac- 
tice, which did not fucceed a whit better thaa 
his. We refolved to ftay all next day at Val- 
ladolid, as well to reft our horfes, as to viiit 
SigniorSangrado, to whofe houfe we repaired 
about ten o'clock in the morning, and found 
him fitting in an eafy chair, with a book in 
Jhis^ hand. As foon as he perceived us^ he 

§ot up, and coming towards me, with a firm 
ep, confidering his age, which was feventy, 
afked our bufinefs with him ? <^ Mr. Dodor 
(faid I to him), don't you recollect me? I have 
the honour to be one of your difciples. Don't 
you remember a young man called Gil Bias, 
who formerly lived in your houfe, and waa 
your deputy ?" " What ! is it you, Santillane? 
(anfwered he, embracing me) I Ihould not 
have known you again. I am very glad to 
fee you. What have you been doing fince 
you left me ? You have doubtlefs praiftifcd 
phyfic all along." ^* I was indeed (faid I) 
fufficiently inclined to that profeQion, which 
however fome firong reafons have hindered 
me from exercifing." 

" So much the worfe (replied Sangrado.) 
With the principles which you imbibed from 
me, you would have become an expert phyfi* 
cian, provided Heaven bad given you grace 

B 3 Vi 



6 The ADVENTURES of 

to preferve yourfelf from the dangerous k>ve 
of chemiftf)' Ah ! my fon ! (continued he, 
with an ^-ir of forrow) what a change has 
happened in phyfic within thefe few years, 
*That art is robbed of all its honour and dig- 
nity. That art, which in all times hath re- 
garded the life of man, is now a prey to rafh- 
nefs, prefumption, and imperities ; for their 
adions fpeak, and in a little time the very 
ftones will cry aloud agaihft the cabals of thefe 
Aew pradiitioners. Lapides damabunt ! There 
are in this city phyficians (or fuch as call 
themfelves fo) who are yoked to the trium- 
phal car of antimony. Currus triumphaUs an^ 
timenii. Truants from the fchool of Parcel- 
fus, adorers of KermeSy accidental curers, who 
make the whole fcience of medicine confift in 
knowing how to prepare chemical drugs. 
What fliall I tell you ! every thing is turned 
topfy-turvy in their method. Bleeding at the 
foot, for example, hitherto io feldorh prac* 
trifed, is now almoft the only evacuation in 
life. Thofc purgatives which were formerly 
gentle and benign, are now changed for eme- 
tics and Kermes. The whole is a mere chaos, 
where each docs what he thinks proper, tranf- 
greffing thofe bounds of order and fagacity 
which our ancient mafters had fo wifely pre- 
fcribed.** 

Whatever inclination I had to laugh at fuch 
a comical declamation, I had power to refill 
it. I did more : 1 exclaimed againft JTer^/^x, 
without knowing what it was, and at a ven- 
ture 
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ture wilhed thofe who invented it at the DcviL 
Scipio obferving that I made myfelf merry 
with this fcene, had a mind to a£t in it alfo 
•* Mr. Dodtor (faid he to Sangrado), as I am' 
grand nephew to a phyfician of the old fchool, 
give me leave to revolt with you againft che- 
mical medicines. My late grand uncle (reft 
his fo'.d) was fuch a warm partizan of Hip- 
pocrates, that he often battled with quacks 
who fpoke difrefpedtfully of that prince of 
phyfic. True blood will always fhew itfelf ; 
1 would willingly perform^ the office of execu- 
tioner to thofe ignorant innovators, of whon^ 
you complain with fuch eloquence and juftice. 
What diforder muft thefe wretches create in 
civil fociety V^ 

« That diforder (replied the doAor) is mdre 
ext(2nfiv€ than ycu imagine. My having pub- 
liihed a book againft the robbers of medicine 
wa^ of no ufe. On the contrary, the mif- 
chief daily increafes. The furgeons, mad 
with the ambition of a&ing as phyficians» 
think themfelves fufficiently qualified, when 
there is nothing to be done but to give Kermes 
and Emetics, to which they add blooding at 
the foot, according to their own fancy. They 
even proceed fo far, as to mix Kermes in apo- 
zems and cordial potions ; and fo they are on 
a par with your celebrated prefcribers. This 
contagion has fpread alfo among the cloifters* 
There are fome monks who aft both as apo- 
thecaries and' furgeons. Thofe apes of medi* 
cine apply themfelves to chemiijry, and com- 

R 4 pofa 
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^fe pernicious drugs, with which they abridge 
the lives of their reverend fathers. In fine, 
there are more than fixty monafterics of men 
and women in Valladolid ; fo you may judge 
ivhat ravage is made in them, by Kermes 
tlnited with Emetics and blooding in the 
foot.'* ** Signior Sangrado (faid I), you have 
Teafon to be incenfed againft thefe poifoners. 
I groan in concert with you, and Iharc your 
alarms for the lives of mankind, which are fo 
manifcftly threatened by a method fo different 
from your*s. lam very much afraid that che» 
miftry will one day occafion the total ruin of 
phyfic ; in the^fame manner as falfe money 
proves deftrufiSve to kingdoms. Heaven 
grant that the fatal day be not too near \*^ 

At this part of our converfation, an old 
maid fervant brought in for the doctor a little 
light bread on a falver, and a glafs with two 
bottles, one of which was filled with water, 
and the other with wine. After he had eaten 
a morfel of the bread, he took a draught of 
liquor, ia which indeed there were two thirds 
of water, but that did not fave him from the 
reproach which he gave me a handle to vent 
againft him. " Ah, ah ! (faid I) Mr. Doc- 
tor, have I caught you in the fa<ft ? You 
drink wine then ! You who have always de- 
clared againft that liquor : you who, during 
three fourths of your life, have drank nothing 
but water. How long have you adled fo in- 
confiftently witb yourfelf ? You cannot excufe 
yourfclf on account of your age; fince, in 

onQ 
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one part of your writings, you define old age 
a natural decay^ that withers and confumes 
us ; and in confequence of that definition, de« 
plore the ignorance of thofe people who ftylc 
wine the milk of old men. What therefore 
can 5'ou fay in your own juftification ?'* 

** You declare war againft me very unjuft- 
ly (replied the old phyfician.^ Had I drank 
pure wine, you would have had fome reafon 
to look upon me as an unfaithful obferver of 
my own method ; but you fee that my wine 
is very much diluted/* ** Another inconfift-- 
ency, my dear matter (faid I) ; do not you re- 
member that you blamed the canon Sedillo 
for drinkiDg wine, although it was mixed with 
a great deal of water ? Col^fefs freely^ that 
you are feniible of your error, and that wine 
is not a £atal liquor, as you advanced in your 
works, provided it be drank with modera- 



tion/* 



Thefe Words perplexed thd doflor, who 
eould not deny that he had forbid the ufe of 
wine in his books, but ihame and vanity hin- 
dered him from owning that my reproach 
was juft, and be did not know what anfwer to 
make. To extricate him out of this dilemma, 
I ihifted the difcourfe ; and, in a moment af** 
ter, took leave of him, exhorting him to keep 
his ground ftill againft the new praftitioners, 
" Courage, Signior Sangrado (faid I to him), 
be indefatigable in decrying Kermes, and com- . 
bat againft blooding in the foot^ without ceaf- 
ing* If^ la fpite of your zeal and phyiical 

B 5 orthodoiji^ 
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orthodoxy, that empirical race fliould fucceed 
in ruining true difcipline, you will at leaft 
enjoy the confolation of having done your ut* 
moft to maintain it/' 

As my fecretary and I returned to the inn, 
conyerfing together about the diverting and 
original character of the doftor, a man of 
about five and fifty or fixty years of age pafled 
us in the ftrect, walking with his eyes fixed 
upon the ground, and a large rofary in his 
hand. I viewed him attentively, and eafily 
recollefted him to be Signior Manuel Ordon- 
'nez, that pious director of the hofpital, of 
whom fuch honourable mention is made in 
the firft volume of my memoirs. I accofted 
him with great demonftrations of refped, fay- 
ing, *• Health to the venerable and difcreet 
Signior Manuel Ordonnez, the moft proper 
man in the world to manage the poor's mo- 
ney.*' At thefe words he eyed me narrowly, 
and anfwered, that he remembered my fea- 
tures, but could not recolleft the place .where 
he had feerf me. " I was often at your houfe 
(faid I) while you had in your fervice a friend 
of mine called Fabricio Nunnez." " Ah I I 
remember you now (anfwered the diredor, 
with a fatirical fmile) by this token, that you 
were both arch lads, and played together ma- 
ny tricks of youth. Well, what is become 
of poor Fabricio ? every time I think, of him 
1 am uneafy about his cifcumftances." 

" My motive (faid I) for taking the liberty 
of flopping you in the ftrect, was to give 

you 
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you an account of him. Fabrkio is at Ma- 
drid, employed in compofing mifcellanics.*' 
** What do you call mifcellanies ?** (anfwered 
he.) " That is (faid I), he writes in profe 
and verfe. He compofes comedies and ro- 
mances : in a word^ he is a young fellow of 
genius, and is very well received in the beft 
families." ** But (faid the diredtor) how ftands 
he with his baker ?*' " Not quite fo well (an- 
fwered I) as with people of falhion : bct^vecn 
you and me, I believe he is as poor as Job.** 
*^ Oh ! I don't at all doubt it*' (cried Ordoa- 
nez) : let him make his court to noblemen 
as much as he pleafes, his complaifance, flat>* 
tery, and cringing, will bring (till lefs into his 
pockets than his works. Remember, I pro- 
phefy, that you will one day fee him in the 
bofpital. 

" That may very well be (I replied); 
poetry has brought many a one to that cata- 
ftrophe. My friend Fabricio would have done 
much, better, had he remained with your wor- 
fliip. He would by this time havcroUed up- 
on gold." ** At leaft, he would have been 
in very eafy circumftances, (faid Manuel.) I 
had a regard for him, and would have, by 
railing him from poft to poft, procured a fo- 
lid fettlement for him in the hofpital, had he 
not been whimfical enough to fet up for a wit. 
He co.mpofed a comedy, which was afted by 
the players of this city : the piece fucceeded ; 
and from that moment his head turned. He 
belief himfelf another Lope de Vega ; and 

B 6 ^^^- 
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preferring the fmoke of public applaufe to 
the real advantages which my friendfliip pre- 
pared for him, demanded his difmiffion, I 
remonftrated in vain, that he was going to 
quit the fubftance and run after the ihadow. 
I could not detain this mad man, who was 
aduated with the fury of writing. He did 
not know his own intereft (added he.) The 
-young man who fucceeded him in my fervicc 
is a living proof of this. Having more judg- 
ment and lefs underftanding than Fabricio, he 
-applied himfelf wholly to the execution of his 
xommiffions, and fludied to pleafe me. Ac- 
cordingly, 1 have promoted him as he deferv- 
€d, and he now actually enjoys two employ- 
ments at the hofpical^ the lead of which is 
snore than fufficient to maintain an honeft 
jnan, encumbered with a large family/' 

CHAP. II. 

Cil Bias continues bis journey y and arrives fafefy 
at Oviedo. The condition in which he found 
his parents. The death of his father^ and the 
confequences thereof. 

FROM Valladolid we got in four days to 
Oviedo, without meeting with any bad 
accident on the road, notwithftanding the pro- 
verb, which fays, that robbers fmell the mo- 
ney of travellers afar off. We Ihould have 
been, however, a pretty good booty; and 
two inhabitants of the cavern would have been 
fufficient to carry off our doubloons with cafe; 

for 
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for I had not learned to grow valiant at court j 
and Bcrtrand, my Mofo de Mulaj *, did not 
feem of a humour to die in defence of his 
matter's purfe : Scipio was the only Hedlor 
among us. 

It being night when we arrived in town^ 
we went to lodge at an inn hard by the boufe 
of my uncle the canon Gil Perez. I was 
willing to underftand the fituation of my pa- 
rents^ before I Ihould appear as their fong and 
for this piece of information I could not ap- 
ply to a more proper perfon than my landlord 
or his wife, who I knew to be people who 
were very well acquainted with the affairs of 
their neighbours. In effedt, the landlord, af- 
ter having eyed me with attention, recolledt- 
ing my face, cried, " By St. Antonio de l^a- 
dua ! this is the fon of honed ufher Bias 
of Santillane.** " Yes truly (faid his wife), 
it is he indeed ! he is very little altered : it is 
the fame little brifk Gil Bias, who had aU 
ways more fpirit in his heart than beef on his 
bones. I think I fee him (till coming to this 
houfe, with his bottle for wine to his uncle's 
fupper.*' 

*• Madam (faid I), you have a very happy 
memory : but pray tell me news of my fa- 
mily; my father and mother are, doubtlefs^ 
in no very agreeable fituation/' " That is 
but too true*( replied the landlady) : how bad 
foevcr you may think their condition is, you 
cannot conceive them more diftreffedthan they 

* Mo$o de Mula9, a xnule-drivcr. 

2 are^ 
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are. Gil Perez, honeft man, has loft the ufe 
of one half of his body by the pally ; and, 
in all appearance, cannot laft long : your fa* 
ther, who has lived of late with the canon, 
has got a defluxion in his bread, or rather is 
at this moment in the agonies of death ; and 
your mother, though far from being well, is 
obliged to ferve as a nurfe to both." 

On this report, which made me feel that I 
was a fon, I left Bertrand with my equipage 
at the inn ; and, attended by my fecrctary, 
who would not quit me, repaired to my uncle's 
houfe. As foon as I appeared before my mo- 
ther, an emotion, which I caufed in her, (ig- 
nified my prefence, before her eyes had dif- 
tinguifhed my features. " Son (faid Ihe with 
a melancholy air, after (he had embraced me), 
come and fee your father breathe his laft": you 
are come time enough to be ftruck with that 
cruel fpe<Stacle." So faying, ihe carried me 
into a chamber where the unfortunate Bias of 
Santillane, lying on a bed that too well de- 
noted the poverty of an ufher, drew near his 
exit. Though he was environed by the Ihades 
of death, his fenfes had not quite forfaken 
him. " My dear friend (faid my mother to 
him), here is your fon Gil Bias, who begs 
your forgivenefs for the forrows he has occa- 
fioned, and ^aiks youc bleffing." At thefe 
words, my father opening his eyes, which 
death had began to clofe, fixed them upon 
me ; and observing, in fpite of his own la- 
mentable condition, that I was very much af- 

fefted 
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fe<Sted with the lofs of him, feemed moved at 
my grief, and attempted to fpeak : but had 
not ilrehgth enough <o utter one word. I 
took hold of one of his hands ; and while I 
bathed it with my tears^ unable to pronounce 
a fyllable, he expired, as if he had waited for 
my arrival before he would breathe his lall. 

My mother was too well prepared for bis 
death to be immoderately afflicted at it ; and 
I was, perhaps, more grieved than Ihe, al- 
though my rather had never given me the 
leaft mark of fricndfliip in his life. My be- 
ing his fon was a fufficient caufe for me to la- 
ment him ; befides I upbraided myfelf for 
not having affided him in his diftrefs : and 
when I reflefted on my hard-heartednefs, look- 
ed upon myfelf as a monfter of ingratitude, 
or rather as a downright parricide. My uncle, 
whom I afterwards beheld ftretched on ^ 
truckle-bed, and in a miferable condition, 
made me feel frefh remorfe.' ^* Unnatural 
fon ! (faid i to myfelf) contemplate, for thy 
puntflimcnt, the mifery of thy parents. If 
thou hadft given them a fmall fhare of the 
fuperfluity which was in thy pofleffion, before 
thou waft imprifoned, they would, have en- 
joyed conveniencies which the revenue of 
the prebend could not afford ; and, perhaps, 
thou wouldft have prolonged the life of thy 
father/' 

The unfortunate Gil Perez was become a 
child again, having loft both his memory and 
judgment. In vain did I prefs him in my 

I arms^ 
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arms, with marks of real affcdtion ; he feem- 
ed infenfible of what I did. When my mo- 
ther told him that I wal his nephew Gil Bias, 
he looked at me with an unmeaning eye, and 
made no anfwer. Though blood and gratitude 
had not obliged me to lament an uncle ta 
whom I owed fo much, I could not have be- 
held him In a condition fo worthy of pity, 
without feeling the emotions of compaffion. 

All- this time Scipio remained in a melan-* 
choly filence, partook of my affliction, and, 
through friendfhip, mingled his fighs with 
mine. As I concluded that my mothery after 
fuch a long abfence, wanted to converfe with 
me ; and that Ihc might be uneafy at the pre- 
fence of a man whom ihe did not know, I 
took him afide, and faid, ** Go, my child, 
go, and repofe thyfelf at the inn ; and leav^ 
me here with my mother, who perhaps wilt 
think thee one too many in a converfation that 
will wholly turn on family affairs,** Sclpia, 
rather than put us under any conftraint, re- 
tired ; and I actually difcourfed with my mo- 
ther the bed part of the night. We gave one 
another a faithful account of what had hap^ 
pened to us fince my departure from Oviedo: 
Ihe was minute in the det:iil of thofe mortifi- 
cations Ihe had fuffered in the famiHes where 
file had been duenna, and told me an infinite 
number of things on that fubject, which I 
was glad my fecretary did not hear, though 
he was entrufted with all my fecrets. With 
all the refpeA that I owe to the memory of a 

mother, 
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mother^ I muft own that the good lady wasa 
Kttlc prolix in her narrations ; and (he would 
have fparcd me three fourths of her hiftory 
had Ihe fuppreffed all the trivial circuniftances 
of it : Ihe concluded at length, and I began 
mine. I pafled lightly over all my adventures ; 
but when I came to the vifit which I received 
at Madrid from the fon of Bertrand Mufcada, 
the grocer of Oviedo, I enlarged upon that 
article : ^^ I own (faid I to my mother) J 
gave that young man a very bad reception ; 
who^ to be revenged, has doubtlefs drawn 
a very frightful pidure of me,** ^* In that 
he did not fail (anfwered Ihe) : he told us that 
he found you fo proud of the favour of the 
prime minifter, that you fcarce deigned tore>» 
colle& him : and when he defcribe^ our dtf* 
trefs, heard him with the utmoft indifference* 
As parents (added ihe) always endeavour to 
find excufes for the behaviour of their cl^l- 
dren, we could not believe that you had futh 
a bad heart : your arrival at Oviedo juftifies 
our good opinion of you, and your prcfent 
forrow confirms your apology." 

** You judge too favourably of me (I re- 
plied) ; there is a great deal of truth in young 
Mufcada's report : when he vifited me, I was 
wholly engrofl'ed by the care of making my 
fortune ; and the ambition that poffcffed me 
would not permit me to think of my parents. 
It muft not therefore be wondered at, if, ia 
this difpoiition, I gave an unwelcome recep- 
tion to a man, who, accofting me rudely, told 

' mi 
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me in a brutal manner, that, hearing I wa^ 
richer than a Jew, he came to advife me to 
fend you fome money, of whicTi you flood in 
great need : he even reproached my indiffe- 
rence for my family in very indecent terms : 
* I was fhocked at his freedom ; and lofing pa- 
tience, puflied him by the Ihoulders out of 
my clofet. ] own I was to blame in this ren- 
counter : I ought to have refledted that it was 
not your fault if the grocer wanted manners ; 
and that his advice was never the worfe for 
its being brutally delivered." 

*^ This was jvhat 1 reprefented to my felf im- 
mediately after 1 had fent Mufcada about his 
bufinefs. My blood fpoke in.your behalf; I 
recalled all ray duty to my parents; and| 
biufhing for ihame for having performed it (o 
ill, felt remorfe, which, neverthelefs, can do 
iiie no honour with you, becaufe it was foon 
il^ied by avarice and ambition : but having 
been afterwards imprifoncd, by the king^s or- 
der« in the tower o^ Segovia, I fell dange- 
roufly ill, and that happy diftemper hath re- 
ftored your fon to you ; yes, it was my difeafe 
and imprifonment that made nature refume 
all her rights, and entirely detached me from 
court. I now third after folitude; and my 
fole motive for coming to the Afturias was to 
intreat you to (hare with me the fweets of a 
retired life. If you don't refuie my requeft, 
1 will conduQ: you to an eftate which I have 
in the kingdom of Valencia, where we ihall 
live at our eafe. Yqu mav believe I intend- 
ed 
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cd to carrj' my father thither alfo ; but fince 
heaven hath ordained it otherwife, let me have 
the fatisfadlion of enjoying my mother's com- 
pany, and of making amends to her for my 
paft negleft, by all imaginable care,** *^ I ath 
very much obliged to your laudable intention 
(faid my rnother), and would go without he- 
fitation, if 1 faw no objections in the cafe; 
but I will not 4eave my brother, your un- 
cle, iu this deplorable condition : and I am fo 
much ufed to this country, that I cannot now 
quit it. However as the thing deferves due 
confideration, I will think of it at leifure : let 
us at prefent take care of your father's fune- 
ral." *« that (faid 1) Oiallbe ordered by the 
young man whom you faw along with me ; 
he is my fecretary, and has fuch a zeal and ua- 
ilerfiaiiding, that we may depend upon his 
care." 

Scarce had I pronounced thefe words, wheo 
Scipio returned, it being already day ; and 
sfl^ng if we had any occafion for his fervice in 
our perplexity, I told him that he came very 
feafonably to receive an important order which 
I had to give. When he knew what the bu- 
finefs was, '* Enough (faid he), I have al^ 
ready contrived the whole ceremony, and you 
may truft to my difcretion." ** Beware (faid 
my mother), of making a pompous burial : 
it cannot be too modeft for my hufband, 
whom all the town knew to be a very indigent 
ulher/' " Madam (replied Scipio), had he 
been (till more needy than he was, I would not 

abate 
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ahare rvo fiirthirg^ of the cypcncc : f jr in 
this [ r?*gaH 317 [Tiaier :nly ; lie has bc^n the 
Dulci zT Lcrma'i faTcunre v and his fiither 
oughc TO be noblv interred*'' 

I approved of zi'/ ie'jrer3r'''f defigrr, arrj 
even iielired him r: f^ia/eno -J':-.! : tfce r^^xaias 
ct vanity, which I {bll prefer7sd, broke auC 
en this cccaficn : I flarrersd :r:ylelf, that la 
being at a great e^pence cpca a fathe", whcr 
left me no inheritance, I fhould dike tbc 
world admire my generous behaviocr. My 
mother, for her parr, whatever modeffy ftc 
afie&ed, was not ill pleafed ro lee her huihaad 
buried is fplendour. We thercfcrc g'vc a 
charte blanche to Scipio, who, without lofs 
of time, took atl cecefiary meafures for a fu* 
pcrb faneral. 

He facceeded but too well; and performed 
fich magnificent obfequxes, that he brought . 
the whole city and fuburbs on my back ; ail 
the inhabitants of Oviedo, from the higheft 
to the lowcft being ihocked at my ofienta- 
tion. ** This minxfter(faid one), is in a great 
hurry to lay out money on his father^s inter- 
ment; but he was in none to maintain him.^ 
^^ JHc would have done better (faid another^ 
bad he fuccoured bis father while he was alive, 
than to honour him fo much, now that he is« 
dead.^ Jn ihort reproaches were not fpared; 
every one bad a fling at me : but they did not 
ftop here ; they infulted Scipio, Bertrand, and 
me, as we came out of the church, loaded us 
Wicb revilingi^ and booted us as we walked 
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along, and condufted Bertrand to the inn 
^ith a (hower of ftones. 
To difperfe the mob that was gathered be- 
I fore my uncle's houfe, there was a neceffity for 
my mother's Ihewing herfelf, and declaring, 
that (he was perfectly well fatisfied with my 
conduft. Some ran to the public houfe, in 
order to demolifli my chaife ; and this they 
certainly would have done, if the landlord and 
his wife had not found means to appeafe their 
fury, and difluade them from their defign. 

All thefe affronts, which were the effects of 
the young grocer's reportof me through the 
! city, infpired me with fuch averfion for my 
^ townfmen, that I determined fpecdily to leave 
\ Oviedo, where, otherwife, I ihould perhaps 
1 have Jlaid a good while. This I plainly told 
jt njy mother, who being very much mortified 
at the reception with which the people had re- 
galed me, did not oppofe my departure. What 
remained now, was to know how I fhould dif- 
pole of her. *' Mother (faid I), fince my un- 
cle wants^your affiftance, I will not prefs you 
togo along with me at prefent ; but as, in all 
appearance he has not long to live, you mufl: 
promife to come to my eftate immediately af- 
ter his deceafe.'* 

*f I will make no fuch promife (anfwered 
iny mother), being refolved to pafs the reft of 
my days in the Afturias, in perfed indepen- 
dtiice." '"Will not you always (faid I), be 
miftrels in my houfe ?" " I don't know that 
(ihe rdiunedjzyou may fall in love with fome 

young 
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young girl, and marry her ; then I Ihall be 
her mother-in-law ; coiifequently we cannot 
live together/' " You forefee misfortune 
(faid I), at too great a diftance : I have no in- 
tfention to marry ; but if the fancy Ihould 
ftrike me, depend upon it, I will oblige my 
wife to be implicitly fubmifiive to your will/' 
*^ That is promifingtoo much (refumed my 
mother), I Ihould want fecurity for my bondf- 
man ; and would not even fwear, that, in our 
difputes, you would not take the part of your 
wife rather than mine, how far focver Ihe 
might be in the wrong/* 

** You talk reafonably, madam (cried my 
fecretary,joininginthe converfation), I am of 
your opinion, that fubmiflive daughters-in- 
law are very rare. In the mean time, to ac- 
commodate matters between you and my maf- 
ter, fince you are abfolutely refolved to live 
in the Afturias, and he in the kingdom of Va- 
lencia, he muft grant you an allowance of one 
hundred piftoles, which I Ihall bring hither 
every year. By thefe means, the mother and 
fon will live very happy at the diftance of two 
hundred leagues from one another/' The 
parties concerned approved of the propofal : I 
paid the firft year's annuity per advance, and 
quitted Oviedo next morning before break pf 
day, that I might not be treated by the popu- 
lace like another St. Stephen. Such was the re- 
ception I met with in my own country. An ex- 
cellent leffon for thofe people of the common 

rank. 
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rank, who, after having got a fortune abroad, 
return to the place of their nativity, and af- 
fedt the gentlemen of iinportance. 

CHAR III. 

Gil Bias departs for the kingdom ofFalenfla, and 
at length arrives at Lirias. A defcription of 
his boafe. His reception ; with an account of 
the people he found there. 

WE took the road to Leon, then to Pa- 
lencia ; and continuing our journey, 
by fmall ftages, in ten days arrived at the city 
of Segorba ; from whence next morning, we 
rq>aircd to my eftate, which is but three 
leagues diftant from it. As we drew near this 
ptace, my fecretary obfcrved with great atten- 
tion, all the country-feats that prefented them- 
fclves to his view, on the right and left ; and 
when he perceived one of a grand appearance 
he always pointed to it with his finger, and 
faid, '* I wifli that was our retreat/' " I 
don't know, friend (faid I to him), what idea 
thou haft formed of our habitation ; but if you 
imagine that it is a magnificent hcxife like that 
on fome great nobleman's eftate, 1 tell you, 
before hand, that you are furioufly miftakeni 
If thou haft not a mind to be the dupe of thy 
own imagination, reprefent to tbyfelf the fmall 
houfe which Horace enjoyed in the country of 
the Sabines, near the Tyber, and which he 
received in aprefent from Maecenas.'' " Then 
I muft cxp^dl to fee a cottage !*'( cried Scipio,) 
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" Remember (I replied), that I have always 
given you a very modeft defcription of it ; and 
this moment thou mayeft thyfelf judge, whe- 
ther or not I am a faithful painter, Caft thy 
eyes towards the Guadalaviar, and obferve ob 
its banks, hard by that fmall hamlet, the houfe 
cbnfifting of four little paviUions ; that is my 
caftle/* " How the devil ! (faid my fecreta- 
ry, with furprife) that houfe is a perfeA jewel ! 
Beiides the noble air that thefe pavilions give 
it, it is extremely well built, and furrounded 
by a more charming country than even the 
neighbourhood of Seville, which is called, by 
way of excellence, the terreftial Paradife. 
Had we chofen our abode, it could not have 
been more to my tafte ; a river waters it witH 
its ftream, and a thick wood lends its fliade, 
when we are inclined to walk in the middle of 
the day. What an amiable folitude this is ! 
Ah, my dear matter, in all appearance, we 
Ihall not quit this place in a hurry.** " I am 
overjoyed (anfwered I), that thou art fo well 
fatisfied with ourafylum, which is more agree- 
able ftill than you imagine.** Converiing in 
this manner, we approached the houfe ; the 
gate of which was thrown open, as foon as 
Scipio iignified that it was Signior Gil Bias de 
Santillane, who came to take pofleffion of his 
caftle. At that name, fo refpedted by thofe 
who heard it pronounced, my chaife was ad- 
mitted into a large court, where I alighted : 
then leaning on Scipio, and taking ftate upon 

myfelf. 
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mj'felf, I went into a hall^ where I was fcarce 
arrived, when feven or eight fervants appeared. 
They faid they came to prefent their homage 
to their new mafter ; that Don Cscfar and Don 
Alphonfo de Leyva had chofen them for my 
fervice ; one in quality of cook, another a^ 
cook's affiftant, a third as fcullion, a fourth as 
porter, and the reft as lacqueys, with orders 
to receive no money from me ; thefe two noble- 
men intending to defray all the expence of my 
houfe-keeping : mafter Joachim the cook, who 
was the principal, and fpokefman of thefe de- 
meftics, gave me to underftand, that he had 
laid ip a large ftock of the beft wines in Spain ; 
and told me, that as to eating, he hoped a 
young fellow, like him, who had been cook 
fix years to the archbiftiop of Valencia, mnft 
know how to compofe ragouts that would 
tickle my palate. ** I will (added he) fall pre- 
fently to work, and produce a fample of my 
ikill. Take a walk, Signior, while, dinner is 
getting ready ; vifit your caftle, and fee if it 
be in an habitable condition/' 
- I leave the reader to judge whether or not I 
negleded this vifit ; and Scipio, ftill more cu- 
rious than I, dragged me from room to room. 
We furveyed the whole houfe from top to bot- 
tom ; the leaft corner (as we imagined), did 
not efcape our interefted curiofity : and I had 
every where occafion to admire the bounty of 
Don Csfar and his (on. Among other things, 
1 was ftriick with the appearance of two apart- 
VoL. IV. C. ments. 



26 The ADVENTURES of 

ments, which were as well furnished as they 
poffibly could be without magnificence* One 
of them was hutvg with Arrastapeftry^ and had 
in it a bed and chairs of velvety ftill very hand- 
fome, though made when the Moors4)oflefled 
the kingdom "Of Valencia: the furniture of 
the other was in the fame tafte, confifting of 
hangings made of otd yellow Genoa damaik^ 
with a bed and elbow-chairs of the fame fluff, 
adorned with fringes of blue filk. All thcfe 
effefts, which would have been little valued in 
an inventory^ appeared there very confider- 
able. After havingthoroughly examined every 
thing, my fecretary and I returned to the hall^ 
where the cloth was laid with two covers. We 
fat down at table, and in a moment was 
brought in an vlla podrida^ fo delicious, that 
we pitied the archbilhop of Valencia for having 
loft the cook that compofed it. At every mor- 
fel we cat, my new lacqueys prefented to us 
large glaffes filled to the brims with wine of 
a moft exquifite relifti. Scipio, not daring to 
Ihew before them the interior fatisfadtion that 
he felt, cxprefled himfelf to me by eloquent 
looks ; and I gave him to underftand, by the 
fame language, that I was as well fatisfied as 
he. A dilh of roafl mear, compofed of two 
fat quails, which flanked a leveret of an ad- 
mirable fumety made us quit the olio, and 
finifh our repaft. When we had eaten like 
two gormandizers, and drank in pro^)ortion, 
we got up from table, and walked into the 

. garden, 
8 
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garden, to enjoy a voluptuous Jiejla^ in fomc 
cool agreeable place. 

If my fecretary feemed hitherto fatisfied with 
^hat he had feen, he was ftill more fo, when 
he beheld the garden, which he thought com- 
parable even to that or the Efcurial. It is true, 
Don Casfar, who came Ir.quently to Lirias, 
took pleafure in having it cultivated and em- 
belKihed: the walks well gravelled, and bor- 
dered with orange trees,- a great balbn of white 
marble, in the middle of which a brazen lion 
vomited out great gufhes of water, the beauty 
of the flowers, the variety of fruits, all thefe 
objeds ravilhed Scipio ; but he was in a parti- 
cular manner enchanted with a long walk, that 
led by a gentle defcent all the way to a farmer's 
houfe^ and was fhaded by the interwoven 
boughs of the trees planted on each fide. Here 
wc ftopt to make the clogium of a place fo 
proper for an afylum againft the h?at of the 
day ; and fitting down at the root of a young 
efm, fleep eafily furprifed two merry boys, 
who bad juft made fuch a good dinner. 
. Two hours after, we flartcd up, awakened 
by the noife of feveral Ihot, which feemed fo 
near, that we were frightened. We got up in 
a hurry, and repaired to the farmer's houfe, 
where we found eight or ten peafants, all in- 
habitants of the hamlet, who had fcoured and 
fired their fufils, to celebrate my arrival, of 

* Siefta literally fignifics the heat of the day, from noon for- 
wards, but it is here ufed to exprefs the afternoon's nap, enjuyed 
every day by the inhabitants of hot climates. 

* C 2 which 
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which they had got notice. The greateft part 
of them knew me, having feen me more than 
once at the caftle, in the exercife of my 
ftewardfhip. They no fooner perceived me, ' 
than they cried all together, " Long life to 
oxir new mafter,"who is welcome to Lirias !" 
7'hen they loaded their pieces, and regaled me 
with a general difcharge. I received them as 
courtcoufly as 1 could; preferving my gravity 
however, thinking it improper to be too fa- 
miliar with them. I aflured them of my 
proteftion, left twenty piftoles among them ; 
and this, I believe, they did not look upon as 
the moft difagreeable part of my behaviour. 
I a-frerwards left them at liberty to fpend more 
powder, and retired with my fecretary into 
the wood, where we ilrolled about till nighr, 
without being tired with beholding the groves; 
fo charming is the firfl: view of a new pollef- 
fion. 

The cook, his afliftant, and fcullion, were 
not idle in the mean time ; they were bufy in 
preparing i repaft, even fupcrior to that which 
we had eaten ; and we were aftu:dly aftonifh- 
ed, when, returning into the fame hall where 
we had dined, we faw them place upon the 
table a dilh of roaftcd partridges, with a 
civc'^' of rabbit, on one fide, and on the other 
a capon in ragout. The next courfe of dain- 
ties confided of j>igs cars, pickled chicks, 
and creiim chocolate. We drank plentifully 
of Luccna, and feveral forts of excellent wine, 

^ ▲ fiive is a fauce made of the entrailb of a bare or rabbit. 

, and 
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arcl when we found we could drink no more, 
without expofing our healths, we thought of 
going to bed. Then my lacqueys, taking 
lights conducted me to the beft apartment, 
where they were very officious in undrefling 
me : but when they gave me my gown and 
night cap, 1 difmifled them; faying, with a 
magifterial air, *< Leave me gentlemen ; I 
have no farther occafion for you to-night." 

I fent.theni all away; and keeping Scipio 
for a little converfation, alked what he thought 
. of the treatment I received by order of the 
noblemen of Leyva. ** In faith (anfwered 
he) I think you can't be treated better ; I on- 
ly wifli that this may laft.*' " I entertain no 
fuch wifli (I replied) : it ill becomes me, to 
let my bencfa&ors be at fuch an ex pence on 
my account; this were to abufc their genc- 
rofity : befidcs, I can't put up with fervants 
who are paid by another ; I fhould not believe 
myfelf in my own houfe. Neither am 1 come 
hither to live in a buftle; we have no occa- 
fion for fuch a great number of domeflics ; 
we want no more than Bertrand, a cook, a 
fcullion and lacquey." Although my fecre- 
tary would not have been forry to live always 
at the expence of the governor of Valencia, 
he did not oppofe my delicacy in this affair; 
but conforming himfclf to my fentimcnrs, ap- 
proved of the reform I intended to make. 
This being determined, he left me, and re- 
tired ijato his own apartment* 

C 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

He departs for Vakncidj to v^t the noblemen o 
L^a. His converfation with thenty andth 
Mnd reception he met with from Seraphina. 

IUndrefled, and went to bed ; where feel 
ing no inclination to fleep, I abandonee 
myfelf to refleftion. I rcprefcnted to myfe! 
the friendfliip with which the noblemen o 
Leyva repaid my attachment to them ; and 
penetrated with thofc new marks of their ei 
redion, refolved to go, the very next daj 
and fatisfy the longing impatience I h^d c 
feeing and thanking them for their favoun 
I likewife enjoyed, by antidpation, the plea 
fure of feeing Seraphina again ; but that plea 
fure was not pure : I could nor, without ut 
eafinefs, connder, that I muft, at the fatn 
time, fupport the looks of dame Loren^a S< 
phora, who, perhaps, remembering the ad 
venture of the bt)x on the ear, would not b 
overjoyed at fight of me. Fatigued with a 
thefe different ideas, I at length fell afleej 
and did not wake till after fun-rife. 

I was foon a-foot ; and, wholly engroffe 
by my intended journey, dreffed myfelf in 
hurry. Juft as f had done adjufting myfeli 
my fecretary coming into my chamber, <^ Sci 
pio Cfaid I), you fee me ready to fet out fc 
Valencia ; I cannot make too much hafte i 
going to falute the noblemen to whom I ow 
my fmall fortune ; every moment that 1 dela 
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to acquit jnytclf of this duty, feems to accufe 
me of in^;:«kude. As for thee, my friend, 
I difpenfe ^h thy attendance ; ftay here ia 
my abience, and I will come back to thee in 
eight days.** " Go, Sir (he replied), pay 
your refpedls to Don Alphonfo and his father, 
who feem fo fenfible of your zeal, and grate- 
ful for the fefvices you have done them : per- 
fons of quality of that charader arc fo rare, 
that they cannot be too much efteemed.** I 
ordered Bertrand to get ready for our depar- 
ture ; and while he yoked the mules I drank 
my chocolate : then I got into my chaife, a.f- 
tcr having laid injunftions upon my people to 
regard my fecretary as my other felt, and to 
fellow his orders as if they were my own. 

I arrived at Valencia in \6& than four hours; 
and gOHig ftraight to the governor's (tables, 
there alighted, left my equipage, and was con- 
duced to the apartment of that noblema;i, 
^ho was iheh with his father Pon Carfar. I 
©peoed tlwe door, and entering without cere- 
mony, «ccofted them in theie words : *' It 
does not become valets to fend in their names 
to their mafters : here is oite of your old fer- 
vants come to pay his refpeds.'' So faying, 
I wcMild have kneeled before them ; but they 
hindered me from fo doing, and embraced 
me^ one after another, with all the expreflions 
of genuine affedtion. ** Well, my dear San^ 
tillane (faid Don Alphonfo), have you been 
at Lirias to take poffeffion of your eftate ?**" 
♦* Yes;i Signior (I replied), and I hope you 

C 4 wia 
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will give me leave to reftore it.'^ " For what 
rcafon ? (faid he.) Is tHere any thing difagree- 
able about it, that gives you difguft ?" '' Not 
in itfelf (I refumed) : on the contrary,, I am 
enchanted with it. All that difpleafes me in 
it, is, to fee cooks of an archbiftiop, with 
three times more fervants than I want ; which 
only ferve to pur you to an expence equally 
ufelefs and confiderable.'* 

>* If (faid Don Cafar), you had accepted 
the annuity of two thoufand ducats which we 
offered at Madrid, we ihould have been con- 
tented with giving you the houfe furniflied as 
it is; but you know you refufed the penfion; 
and we thought we could do no lefs than make 
you fome other recompence." *< This is too 
much (I replied) : your gcnerofity ought to 
have been confined to the prefent of the eftate, 
which is enough to crown my wifhes. Bur, 
exclufive of ) our coft in maintaining fo many 
people, at a great expence, I declare, that 
^helc people incommode and plague me. In 
a word, my lords, take back your cftate, or 
allow me to enjoy it according to my own 
defire/' I pronounced thefe laft words with 
fuch a determined air, that the father and fon, 
who did not at all intend to lay me under any 
conftraint, promifed, at length, thatlfliould 
live as I pleafed in my own houfe. 

I thanked them for having granted me that 
liberty, without which I could not be happy; 
when Don Alphonfo interrupted me^ faying, 
•< My dear Gil Bias, I will introduce you to 

a lady. 
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a lady, who will be overjoyed to fee you." 
With thefe words, he took me by the hand, 
and led me into the apartment of Seraphinai 
who fcreamed with joy when Ihe faw me> 
" Madam (faid the governor), I believe the 
arrival of our friend Santillane at Valencia is 
as agreeable to you as to me/* " That is 
what he ought to be convinced of (anfwered 
flie) : time has not made me Jofe the remem* 
brance of the fervice he did me : and to the 
gratitude I myfelf owe him, I add that which 
I ought to have on your account.*' I told the 
lady governefs, that I was but too well re* 
quited for the danger I had fliared with her 
deliverers, in expofing my Kfe for her fake. 
After many mutual compliments, Don AI- 
phonfo brought me back from Seraphina's 
apartment; and we rejoined Don Caefar, whom 
we found in a hall with feveral perfons of qua- 
lity, who came there ta dinner. 

All thefe gentlemen fatuted me with great 
politcnefs ; and were the more civil to me, 
becaufe Don Caefar had told them, that I was 
once one of the duke of Lerma's principal 
fecretaries. Perhaps, likewife, the greateft 
part of them knew, it was by my credit that 
Don Alphonfo had obtained the government 
of Valencia •, for every thing is known. Be 
that as it will, when we were at table,, the 
new cardinal was the whole fubjedt of thedif- 
courfe. Some gave, or aftedted to give him 
great commendations; while others feafoaed 
their praife with ibine fevere fneers. 

C 5 From 
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From hcncb I concltided, that they wanted 
I fliould etilarge upon his eminence, and make 
diem merry at his expcnce, I had fome in* 
clination to difclofe my fentiments of him ; 
but i reftraiAed my tongue": and this fiknce 
made me 5)aft, in the opinion of the compa- 
ny, for a man of great difcretion. 

After dinner, the guells retired to take thck 
fieftsl^ at their own homes : Don Ccrfar and 
his Ibii, feized with the fame defirc, ihut them- 
felves up in their apartments : and {, impa* 
tierit to fee a city, the beauty of which I had 
heard fo muck ektolkd^ went out of the go* 
vetrtor^s palace, with a defign to ftroU through 
the ftneets. At the gate, I met a m«n, who 
a<5coftcd me in thefe words : " Signior de San- 
tillane, give ?nc leave to folute you/' When 
I a&ed who he was : " I am now {faid he), 
Don Cacfar's valet de t:hambre ; blit was one 
of his lacqueys, while you was his fleward : 
1 made my court to you every mornitig, be- 
caufe you was very kind to me ; and I inform- 
ed you of every thing that .happened in the 
boufe. Don't you remember, that I one day 
gave you notice, that the furgeon of the vil- 
lage of Leyva was privately admitted into the 
chamber of dame Loren9a Sephora ?'* ** I have 
not forgot it {1 replied) : but a propos, what 
is become 'of that duenna ?'' " Alas f (faid he^ 
after your departure the poor creature pined 
away, and died, more regretted by Seraphina 
tfeaia by Don Alphonfo, who feemed very 
little afflicted at 1^ death .^ 

Don 
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Do» Cacfar's valet de chambre, having^ 
thus informed me of Seprhora's melancholy 
end, made an apology for having ftopt me^ 
and I continued my walk, fighing at the re- 
membrance of that unfortunate duenna, and 
lamenting her fate^ which I imputed to myfelf f 
ivithout coniidering, that it was more owtog;. 
to her own cancer than to my cruelty^ 

I observed, with pleafure^ all that was worth' 
ieeing in this city : the marble palace of dse 
archbifiiop agreeably entertained my view^ aij^ 
well as the fine porticos of the ejficbange ^ 
hut a krge houfe^ whkh I difcerned at a dU 
ftance, and which I faw a great number oi 
|>eople enter, attra^ed my attention. I ap^ 
proacfaed it, in order to know the reafon oB 
fdch a great concourfe of men and women ; 
and was foon fatisfied, when I read thefe words> 
.written m. golden letters, on a ftotie of blade 
Biarble, placed over the gate, * La^ po/adadt 
4os T^eJfMlAU And the players advertiCed ia. 
^heiF .bilU that they would that d^y, for thr 
firfi tune, a(% a oew tragedy CQmpoied b|^ 
Don Cbbf tel Triaquero^ 
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C H A P. V. 

Cil Bias goes to the play^ where he fees a mm 
tragedy a£fed, The Juccefs of that per for* 
mauce, with the public tafle of Valencia. 

IStopt fome minutes at the door, to view 
the people who went in ; and pbferved, 
that they confifted of all ranks. I faw cava- 
liers of a genteel mien, and richly drefled, and 
fome figures as ordinary as the cloaths they 
wore. I perceived ladies of quality alight 
from their coaches, and go to the boxes, which 
-they had ordered to be befpoke; and female 
adventurers go in with a view of aUuring c«l- 
fies. This concourfe of all forts of fpedlatops 
made mc defirous of increafing the number. 
Juft as I was going to take a ticket, the go*- 
vernor and his lady* arriving difcerned me in 
the croud ; and ordcrrng me to be called, car- 
ried me into their box, where I placed myfelf 
behind them, fo as to be able to fpeak to both 
with- eafc. I faund the boufe full of people 
from top to bottom, the pit very much throng- 
ed, and the ftage loaded with knights of the 
three military orders; ** Here is (faid I to 
Don Alphonfo), a very numerous aflembly/' 
** You muft not be furprifed at that (an- 
fwered he) : the tragedy to be reprefented is 
the compofition of Don Gabriel Triaquero^ 
firnamed the modifhpoet. As foon as the play- 
hilU advcrtifed a new thing, written by that 
tfutbor^ the whole eity of Valencia was in a 

flutter ; 
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flutter : the men as well as the women talk 
of nothing but this piece : all the boxes arc 
befpoke : and it being the firft day of its re- 
prefcntation, people are fqueczed to death, 
endeavouring to enter ; although every place 
is double filled, except the pit, which they 
dare not difoblige." " Such madncfs ! (faid 
I to the governor) that eager curiofity of the 
public, that furious impatience to fee every 
31CW produftion of Gabriel, gives me an high 
idea of the poet's genius/' 

In this part of our converfation, the adlors 
appeared ; and we left off fpeaking immedi- 
ately in order to liften with attention. The 
-applaufes began with the prologue ; every 
verfe was attended with a * brouhaha ! and at 
the end of each adt, there was fuch a clap- 
ping of hands that one would have thought 
the houfe was falling. After the performance 
•they fliewed me the author, who went from 
box to box, modeftly prefenting his head for 
the laurels with which the gentlemen and la- 
dies prepared to crown him. 

We returned tothe governor's palace, where 
three or four knights arrived in a little time : 
thither alfo came two old authors, efteemed in 
•their way, with a gentleman from Madrid, of 
.underftanding and tafte. As they had all been 
at the play, the whole converfation at fupper 
turned upon the new piece. ^* Gentlemea 
(faid a knight of i>t. Jago), wh at is your opini- 
on of this tragedy ? Is it not what you call 4 

' * Brouhaha ! a note ef app1a\iic» 

finifhed 
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ihiMhTed work ? Sublime thoughts, tender fen*, 
timents, manly verfification, deficient in no. 
thing ; in a word, it is a poem adapted to 
peopk of tafte/* '* I believe nobody can be 
of a contrary opinion (faid the knight of 
Alcantirra) ; the piece is full of ftrokes that 
Apollo fecms to have dictated, andoffiuia- 
tions conceived with infinite art. I appeal to 
this gentleman (added he, addreffing himfctf 
to the Caftilian)^he feems to be a connoifliur; 
and ril wager he is of hiy fentimcnt/* ^* Don^ 
wager, chevalier {anfwered the gentleman, 
with a farcafticfmile), wedonot decidefo hafti- 
ly at Madrid : far from judging a piece at its 
firft reprcfentation, we drftruil its beauties 
whilethey arein themomhsof^the adtors : and 
lio w weH fo ever we may be affefted to the au*- 
tlior, fufpend our judgment, until wc have 
read it : and, truly, it does not always give 
us the fame pleafureupon paper, that we re- 
ceived from it on the ftage. We fcrupuloufly 
examihe a poem before we cfteem it, without 
being dazzled by the author's reputation, how 
'great foever it may be. When Lope de Ve- 
ga himfelf, and Calderona*, produced new 
pieces, they found in their admirers fevere 
judges, who would not raife them to the high- 
eft point of glory, until they judged them 
worthy of that elevation.* 

* Don Pedro Calderona de la Baroa, luughtof tiie order of 
St*Jago, and canon of Toledo i famous £or the excellent come- 
dies he has written^ 

« Zooks I 



G 1 L B L A S. 39 

"Zaoks! (cried the knigbt of St. Jago) 
we are not fo fearful as you : we don*t wait 
:until a piece is printed, but in the firft repre- 
fentation fix its value : there is not even occa-* 
fion for our liftenmg to it with great attention ; 
if we know it to be a produdion of Don Ga- 
briel, diat IB enough to convince us> that it » 
without blemifli. The works of that poet 
-oi^t to ferve as an epocha for the birth of 
tafte : your Lopes aiid Calderonas were but 
apprentices in com^arifon of this great maf- 
ter of the ftage/* The gcntlenoan, who look- 
ed upon Lope and Calderona as the Spanilk 
Sophocles and Euripides, was ihocked at this 
raft a'flbrtion. ^^ Such dramatic facrilege i 
(cried he.) Since you oblige me, gentlemen^ 
to judge, like you, from a firft repre'fentation,. 
] mud tell you, that i am not at all fatisged 
with this new tragedy of ^^ur Don Gabrhd r 
it is ftuJBfed with ftrokes more fliining than fo^ 
)id ; three parts in fo«T of tbe verfe are bad^ 
or mif-rfaimed ; the cham^rs ill-^conceived, 
snd ill-fupported ; and tbe fentiments are of** 
«en very obfcure.** 

The two authors who were at table, and 
who, through a referve as commendable as 
rare, had faid nothing, for fear of being fuf- 
pedted of jealoufy, could not help applauding 
the gentleman's fentiments with their eyes ; 
which made me guefs,. that their fileace was 
»ot fo much owing to the perfection of the 
work, as to other prudential reafons. As for 
the knights, they began again to praife Don^ 

Gabriel^ 
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Gabriel, whom they even placed among^the 
gods. This extravagant apotheofis, and blind 
idolatory, made the Caftilian lofe all patience : 
he lifted up his hands to heaven, and all of a 
fudden exclaimed, in a fit of enthufiafm, " O 
divine Lope de Vega ! rare and fublime ge- 
nius, who haft left an immenfe fpace between 
thee and all the Gabriels who attempt to 
reach thy excellence ; and you, pithy Calde- 
rona ! whofe elegant foftnefs, purged of epic 
flifFnefs, is inimitable ; do not fear that your 
altars will be demolilhed by this new pupil of 
the Mufes, who will be very lucky, if pofte^ 
rity, which you will delight, as you delight 
the prefent age, ihall hear bis name mention^ 
ed/' 

This pleafant apoflrophe, which no body 
expedted, raifed the laugh of the whole com- 
pany, which got up from table, and parted. 
I was condudled, by Don Alphonfo*s order, 
into an apartment prepared for me; there I 
found a good bed, in which my worlhip went 
to lleep, deploring (like the Caftilian gentle- 
man), the injuftice which ignorant people did 
to Lope and Calderona, 
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CHAP. VI. 

Gil Bias zvalking through the Jlreets of Valencia 
meets a friar whom he thinks he knozvs. An 
account of that friar. 

AS I had not feen the whole city in my 
firft excurfion, I went out next day 
with an intentioa to take another walk; and 
perceived in the ftreet a Carthufian friar, who, 
doubtlefs, was going to perform the affairs of 
his community. He walked with downcaft 
eyes, and fo devout an air that he attracted 
the notice of every body. As he pafled clofe 
by me, I looked at him with attention, and 
thought I faw in him the very perfon of Dcfn 
Raphael, that adventurer who maintains fuch 
an honourable place in the two firft volumes 
of my memoirs. 

I was fo much aftonilhed, fo ftruck with 
this meeting, that, inflead of accoRing the 
monk, I flood immoveable fome minutes ; 
during which he was gone a good away from 
me, *' Juft heaven ! (faid I) were ever two 
faces more alike ! What mufl: I think of this 
affair? Can it be Raphael indeed; or can I 
doubt that it is he ?'* I was too curious to 
know the truth, to remain long where I was, 
I afked the way to the monaftery of the Caf- 
thufians, whither I inflantly repaired, in hopes 
of feeing,my man again, when he Ihould re- 
turn ; and firmly refolved to flop, and fpeak 
with him. I had no occafion to wait for this : 

whea 
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when I came to the gate of the convent, an- 
other face of piy . acquaintance turned my 
doubts into certainty : I recollected in the 
porter, my old valet Ambrofc de Lamela. 

We were equally furprifed to find one an- 
other in that place. ** Don't I dream (faid I, 
faluting him), is it aAually one of my friends 
whom 1 behold?'* He could not recall me at 
firft, or feigned himfelf ignorant of my fea- 
tures; but coflfidering that this feint was ufe* 
lefs, be affected the air of a perfon who re- 
members a thing all of a fudden : ^^ Ah I 
Signior Gil Bias f (cried he) forgive nay want 
of memory. Since I have lived in this bbly 
place, and applied myfetfto fulfil the duties 
prefcribed b^ our rules i I lofe iofenfibl}^ the 
remembrance of what I have feeti in the 
world/' 

" I am fincerely rejoiced (faid I) to feeyou, 
after an abfence of ten years, in fuch a reve- 
rend drcfs/* " And I (he replied), am, aftam- 
ed to appear in it, before a perfon who has 
been witnefs of the guilty life I led. This 
drefs incefTantlf upbraids me. Alas ! (addetd 
he fighing profoundly, to be worthy of w«air- 
ing it, I ought to have lived always in in- 
nocence." ** By this dtfcourfe, with which 
I am charmed (I refumed), my dear brother, 
one may fee that you have been touched by 
the finger of the Lord. 1 repeat the aiTurance 
of my joy at the occafion % and long earncftly 
to hear in what miraculous manner you and 
Don Raphael have entered into the right way i 

for 
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fori am per fuaded that it was he whom I juft 
now met in the Carthullan habit. I am forry 
that I did not flop him in the flreet, and 
(peak to him ; and I wait here for his return^ 
in order to repair my negled:.'* 

** You are not miftaken (faid Lamela to 
me) ; it was Don Raphael himfelf whom you 
faw : and as to the detail you delire, here it 
is. Ahtt we parted from you, near Segorba^ 
the fbn of Lucinda and I took the road to 
Valencia, with a defign of playing fome new 
trick of our profefBon in that city. One day,, 
by accident, vft went into the church of the 
Carthuiiansy while the monks were finging 
pfalms in the choir. We confidered them 
attentively » and experienced, that even the 
wicked cannot help honouring virtue. We 
admired the fervor with which they prayed 
to God, their mortified air, their minds de^ 
tached from tlxe pkafures of the age, as well 
asntbe^^ffienity that reigned in their counte- 
ranees, and fo well exprefled the re}H>fe of 
their confcieiices. 

" While we made thcle obfervations, we fell 
into a reverie, that became very falutary un- 
to us. We compared our morals with tbofe 
of the good monks, and the difference which. 
we found, filled us with forrow and difquiet* 
•' Lemela (faid Don Raphael to me, when 
we came out of the church)^ how art thou af-^ 
fcfted with what we have feen ? for my part, 
I cannot conceal from thee the anxiety of my 
mind. I am agitated by emotions hitherto 

uakaowa 
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unknown to me, and for the firft time of ray 
life, my confcience upbraids me with my ini* 
quity." <« I am in the felf-fame difpofition 
(anfweredl);the evil adtions which I have com- 
mitted, at this inftant rife up againft me, and 
my heart, which was before hardened againft 
repentance, is now torn with remorfe/' *^ Ah! 
dear Ambrofe ! (refumed my comrade) we are 
two ftrayed fheep whom the heavenly Father, 
through pity, intends to bringbacktothe fold. 
It is he, my child, it is he, who calls to us ; let 
us not be deaf to his voice. Let us renounce 
cheating, quit the libertinifm in which we live, 
and begin from this very day to labour feri- 
oufly in the great work of our falvation. Wc 
muft fpend the reft of our days in this convent^ 
and confecratc them to piety and penitence/* 
** I applauded Raphaers fentiment (con* 
tinued brother Ambrofe), and we formed the 
generous refolution of becoming Carthufians* 
To put this in c'* ffcutibn, we add^XTedfiocr- 
felvcs to the father prior, who no fooner un- 
derftood our defign, than, in order to prove 
our vocation, he accommodated us with cells, 
and we were treated like monks during a whole 
year. We followed the rules with fuch ex- 
aftnefs and conftancy, that we were received 
among the novices. We were fo well fetisfied 
with our jStuation, and fo full of ardour, that 
we courageoufly underwent the toils of the no- 
viciate ; we then profeffed : after which, Don 
Raphael appearing endued with a genius for 
bufinef^i waschofen afliftant to an old father> 

who 
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'who was at that time folicitor. The fon of 
Lucinda would have rather fpent his whole 
time in prayer, but he was obliged to facrifice 
his inclination to the good of the convent. He 
acquired fuch a perfedt knowledge of the inte- 
refts of the houfe, that he was deemed capable 
of filling the place of the old folicitor, who 
died three years after. Don Raphael aftually 
• cxercifes that employment at prefent, and ac- 
quits himfelf in ir, to the great fatisfadtion of 
all our fathers, who praife his condudl very 
Jnuch, in the adminiftration of our tempora- 
lities. What is very furprifing is, that, in fpite 
ofthecare of colledling our revenues, with 
which he is invefted, he feems engrofled by 
eternity alone. And when his bufinefs leaves 
hima moment to himfelf, he employs it in the 
nioft profound meditation. In a word, he is 
one of the holieft monks in our monaftery.** 

In this place^ I interrupted Lamela with a 
^ranfport of joy> that I expreiled at the fight 
of Raphael, who arrived. " There (cried 
I), there is the holy folicitor for whom 1 wait- 
ed fo impatiently/^ At the fame time Iran 
up and embraced him. He received my falu- . 
tatlon with a good grace ; and without dif- 
covering the leaft furprize at meeting, faid to 
me, with a voice full of fweetnefs, ^' God be 
praifed, Signior de Samiltane, God be praifed 
for the pleafure I have in feeing you," ** Truly 
(I replied) my deal Raj)hael, I (hare as much 
aspoffible in your happinefs. Brother Am- 
bfofe has recounted to me the hiflory of your 

4 conver- 
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convcrfibn, and I was charmed with the nar- 
ration. What advantage have you both, my 
friends, in being able to flatter yourfelves, 
that you are of the fmall number of the eled, 
who will one day enjoy eternal felicity !*' 

^* Two wretches fuch as we are (refumed 
the fon of Lncinda, with an air of great humi* 
lity), ought not to conceive fuch hopes ; but 
the repentence of finncrs makes them find fa- 
vour with the Father 6f mercy. And you, 
Signior Gil Bias (added he), don't you alfo 
think of deferving pardon for the crimes yon 
have committed ? What bufinefs brings you 
to Valencia ? Don't you unhappily fill fome 
dangerous employment in this place?'* " No, 
thank God (I replied), finc6 I quitted the 
court, I have led the life of an honeft mart. 
Sometimes at an eftate, which I have fome 
leagues from hence, I enjoy the pleafures of 
the country ; and fometimes I come to make 
merry with the governor of Valencia, who is 
my friend, and one whom you both know 
perfectly well." 

Then I recounted the hiftory of Don Al- 
phonfo de Ley va, to which they liftened with 
attention ; and when I told them, I had car- 
ried from that nobleman to Samuel Simon the 
three thoufand ducats which we had ftole from 
him, Lamela interrupted me, and addreffing 
himfelf to Raphael, " Father Hilary (faid 
he), at that rate, the merchat has no caufe to 
complain of a robbery, for which he has re- 
ceived reflituiion with ufury, and we uwght 

to 
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to have quiet confcicnccs on that article," 
■** Really ffaid the folicitor), brother Ambrofc 
and I, before we entered this convent, fent 
privately fifteen hundred ducats to Samuel 
Simon, by a worthy clergyman who took the 
trouble of going to Xelva, in order to make 
that reftitution: fo tpuch the worfe for Samuel, 
if be was capable of touching that fum, after 
hiving been reimburfed of the whole by Sig- 
nior de Santillane/* *« But (faid I to them), 
are you fu re that your fifteen hundred ducats 
were faithfully remitted to him ?'* " Quelli- 
Oftlefs (cried Don Raphael), I will anfwer for 
the clergyman's integrity, as much as for my 
otm** ** And I will join in the fecurity, 
(&kl Lamela); he is a holy prieft ufcd to thefe 
foftof commiffions, and has had, for things 
depofited in his hands, two or three law-fuits, 
which he gained with cofts/* 
• Our convcrfation lafted fome time longer ; 
when we parted, they exhorted me to have 
always the fear of the Lord before my eyes, 
aftd I recommended myfelf to their devout 
prayers. Going ftrait to Don Alphonfo, 
**You can't guefs (faid I to him) with whom 
Ihave kad a long convcrfation. I have juft 
parted with two venerable Carthufiansof your 
acquaintarjce, one called father Hilary, and 
the other brother Ambrofe." <* You are mif- 
taken (anfwered Don Alphonfo), I know not 
on Carthufian." '^ Pardon me (I replied), 
you fawat Xelva brother Ambrofe commifTary 
aad father Hilary fccpetary to the inquifiric;n." 

*« Good 
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*< Good heaven ! (cried the governor with fur- 
prize) is it poffible that Raphael and Lamela 
are become Carthufians ?" " Yes indeed (faid 
I), they have been profefled monks fomeyears* 
The firft is folicitor, and the other porter of 
the convent/* 

Don Csefar's fon mufed fome minutes, then 
Ihaking his head, *♦ Mr. Commiflary of the 
inquifition and his fecretary (faid he), are, in 
my opinion, bent upon playing fome new farce 
here." ^* You are prejudiced againft them 
(anfwered I.) For my own part, having con- 
verfed with them, I judge more favourably of 
their intention. It is true we cannot dive into 
the heart ; but, in all appearance, they arc 
two converted finners/' ** That may be 
(refumed Don Alphonfo), there have been 
many libertines, who, after having fcanda- 
lized the world by their irregularities, fliut 
themfelves up in cloifters, to perform a rigo- 
rous penance; and I wifh our two monks may 
be of that fort/' " Why Ihould they not f 
(faid 1) they have voluntarily embraced a mo- 
naftic life, and have already lived a long time 
like good friars." " You may fay what you 
pleafe (replied the governor.) I don*t like 
that the convent's cafli fliould be in the hands 
of that fame father Hilary, whofe integrity 1 
cannot help diftrufting. When I remembet 
that fine detail he gave us of his adventures^ 
I tremble for the Carthufians. I would willingly 
believe with you, that he has taken the habil 
fcom a very pious motive, but the fight of the 

cafl] 
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caih may awake bis cupidity, A reformed 
drunkard ftiould never be left in a cellar/' 

The fufpicion of Don Alphonfo was fully 
juftified in a few days. Father SoUicitor and 
brother Porter difappeafed with the cafh. 
This piece of news, which was immediately 
fpread all over the city, afforded great mirth 
to the wits, who always rejoiced at the mif- 
fortuncs which happen to endowed monks; 
As for the governor and me, we pitied the 
Carthufians, without boafting . of our ac- 
quaintance with the two apoftles. 

CHAP. VIL 

Gil Bias returns to his cajlle of Lirtas, Hears 
an agreeable piece of nezvs from Scipio. And 
wakes a reform in his houfe-keeping. 

I Spent eight days at Valencia in high tafte, 
living among counts and marquifes. Shews, 
balls, concerts, entertainments, converfations 
J'vith the ladies, and other amiifements, I en- 
joyed by the favour of the governor and his 
lady, to whom I pa^d my court fo fuccefsfull)'^, 
that when I fet out for Lirias they were forry 
to part with me. They even obliged me to 
promife that I would divide my time between 
them and my folitude; and it was agreed that 
I ftould live at Valencia in the winter, and 
fpend the fummer at my own houfe. This 
convention being made, my benefadlors gave 
*ne liberty to go and enjoy their favours. 
Vol. IV. D Scipio, 
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ScipiOy who impatiently expeded my re- 
turn, was overjoyed at feeing me ; and I re- 
doubled his pleafure by a faithful report of 
my journey. " Wellj my friend (faid I to 
him afterwards), how didft thou fpend the 
day in my abfence ? didft thou divert thyfelf 
agreeably ?*' " As well (anfwered he) as a 
fervant could, to whom nothing is fo dear as 
the prefence of his matter. 1 have walked all 
over our fmall territories. jSometimes feated 
on the brink of that fountain which is ia 
our wood, I took pleafurei in contemplating 
the beauty of its waters, which are as pure as 
thofe of the facred fountain that makes the 
vaft forcft of Albuena echo with its noife ; 
^nd fometimes, ftretched at the root of a tree^ 
beard the linnets and the nightingales tune 
their fong. In fhort, I have hunted, I have 
filhed ; and what gave me more fatisfadion 
than all other amufements, I have read feve- 
ral books, as ufeful as entertaining." 

I interrupted my fecretary with precipita- 
tion, to afk where he found thefe books. " I 
found them (faid he) in a handfome library, 
which M. Joachim (liewed me in this caflle." 
" Ha ! in what part (faid I) can this pretend- 
ed library be ? Did we hot vifit the whole houfe 
on the firft day of our arrival ?" ** So you 
imagined (anfwered he) ; but you muft know 
we furveycd three pavilioi^s only, and forgot 
the fourth, where Don Csefar, when he came 
to Lirias, ufually employed a part of his time 
in reading. There arc in this library exceeding 

good 
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good books left for you, as an afllired enter* 
tainment, when our gardens, ftript of their 
flowers, and our woods of their leaves, ihall 
have nothing left to amufe us. The noble- 
men of Leyva have not done things by halves, 
but provided food for the mind as well as for 
the body?'. 

Truly rejoiced at this piece of news, I fol- 
lowed him into the fourth pavilion, which 
prefenteda very agreeable fccne to my view, 
i beheld a chamber, which from that hour I 
deflined to be my apartment, as it had been 
Don Casfar's. The bed of that nobleman was 
'ftill there, together with all the reft of the 
furniture : that is, a tapeftry with figures re- 
prefenting the rape of the Sabine women. 
From this room 1 went into a clofet, fur- 
rouridedvvith low prcfles filled with books, 
over which appeared the portraits of all our 
J^ings, There was alfo hard by a window, 
from whence we had a view of a moft delight- 
ful country, and an ebony bureau ftanding 
hefore a large fopha covered with black ma- 
J'Oquin. But I beftowed Jiiy chief attention 
^pon the library, which was compofed of 
philofophy, poetry, hiftory, and a great num- 
^^X of romances on the fubjed: of knight-er- 
rantry. I concluded, that Don Cajfar loved 
^his laft kind of writing, fince he had made 
fuch plentiful provifion of it. I muft confefs, 
^0 my Ihame, that 1 was no lefs pleafed with 
^hefe produftions, notwithftanding all the 
extravagancies with which they areinterwovt^n ; 

D 2 whether 
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whether it was owing to my being at that 
time no very confiderate reader, or that Spa- 
niards in general are too much captivated by 
the marvellous ; I will fay neverthelcfs, .thaft'I 
took more pleafure in fprightly books than mo- 
rality; and that Lucian, Horace, and Eraf- 
mus, became my favourite authors, 

" Friend (faid I to Scipio, when I had 
furveyed my library), here is amufement in- 
deed ; but our prefent bufinefs is to retrench 
oitr houfe-kcepifig." " I will fpare you that 
ta/k (anfwered he.) During your abfence I 
have ftudied your people, and now may boaft 
of knowing them perfedly well. Let us be- 
gin with Mr. Joachim, who (I believe) is a 
complete rogue, and I don't doubt that he 
was turned out of the archbiihop's fervice for 
having committed arithmetical blunder^ in 
his accounts. Neverthelefs, we muft keep him 
for two reafons ; the firft is, becaufe he is a 
good cook ; and the fecond, becaufe I fhall 
always have an eye over him : I will be a fpy 
upon his adions, and he muft be as cunning 
us the devil if he is able to deceive me. I 
have already told him that you intend to dif- 
nrife three fourths of your fervants : a piece 
of news that gave him fome pain : and he 
affured mc, that feeling an inclination to ferve 
YOU, he would, rather than leave the houfe, 
be contented with the half of his prefent 
wages ; a circumUance which makes me fuf- 
pc<ft that there is fome girl in the village 
from whom he would not willingly remove. 

As 
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As for the cook's affiftant (added he), he Is a 
drunkard, . and the porter an infolent fellow^ 
for whom we have not the lead occaiion, any 
more than for the fowler ; I can cafily fill up 
the place of this laft, as I will (hew you to- 
morrow, fince we have plenty of fufils, pow- 
der and flioc. With regard to the lacqueys, 
there is one of them from Arragon feemingly 
a good lad, him we will keep ; the reft a?e 
fuch rogues, that I would not adyife you to 
detain them, even if you wanted an hundred 
valets. 

Having maturely deliberated on this afTair, 
v^e refolvcd to keep the cook, fcullion, Arra- 
gonian footman, and rid ourfelves honourably 
of the reft. This was executed that very day, 
hy means pf fome piftoles which Scipio took 
from pur ftrong box, and divided among them 
'^y my order. When we had made this re- 
formation, we eftabliibed a certain order ia 
.the houfc, regulat;erd the office of each do- 
.^ftjc, and begnn to live at pur own expenccj. 
I would have L)een contented with a frugal 
.Ordinary ; but my fecretary, who loved ira* 
gouts and dainties, was not the man to leave 
%. Joachim's (kill unemployed. He kept 
-I^im {o well at work, that our dinners an4 
f^ppers might have ferved a company of Bcrr 
^dine monks. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The amours of Gil Bias and the fair Anionia, 

TWO days after my return from Valencia 
to Lirias, Bafil the labourer, my far- 
mer, came in the morning to afk leave to pre- 
fent Antonia his daughter, who (he faid) want- 
ed to have the honour of faluting her new 
mailer. I told him, that it would give me 
great pleafure ; upon which he went our, 
and returned foon after with the fair Antonio. 
I think I may give that epithet to a maid of 
fixteen or eighteen years, who, with the moft 
regular features, poflefTed the faireft com- 
plexion and fineft e3'es in the world. Though 
Ihe was clad in a fluff gown, her rich air; 
majeftic port and graces, that do not always 
accompany youth, dignified the fimplicity of 
■her drefs. She wore no cap on her head, her 
hair being tied up behind with a knot of Ack- 
ers, in the manner of the Lacedasmonian wo- 
men. When (he entered my chamber, I was 
as much flruck with her beauty as the knights 
of Charlemagne's court with thecharms of An- 
gelica. Inftead of receiving Antonia with 
eafe, and faying kind things to her ; inftead 
of congratulating the father on his happinefyin 
having fuch a charming daughter, I flood con- 
founded, aftoniftied, and mute. Scipio, who 
perceived my diforder, fpoke in my room, and 
was at the expence of thofe praifes which I 
owed to that lovely creature. As for her part, 

not 
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not at all dazzled by my figure, in my morn- 
ing gown and cap, ihe faluted me without any 
concern, and made me a compliment, which, 
though common, enchanted my afFedion. In 
tbe mean time, while my fecretary, Bafil, and 
his daughter, were employed in mutual civili- 
ties, I recoUefted myfelf 5 and to make amends 
for the ftupid filence I had hitherto kept, 
pafTed from one extreme to another, launch- 
ed on into gallant difcourfe, and fpoke with 
fo much vivacity, that I alarmed Bafil, who 
looking upon me already as a man who would 
put every thing in prafticc to feduce Antonia^ 
v^ent out of my apartment with her in a hurry, 
refolved perhaps to withdraw her from my 
eyes for ever. 

Scipio, feeing himfelf alone with me, faid 
^ith a fmile, " Here is another refource again ft 
the tedious hours. I did not know that your 
farmer had fuch a handfome daughter, having 
^ever before feen her, though I have been twice 
^^ her father's houfe : he muft be at great pains 
^0 conceal her; and I commend his care^ 
Egad, flic's a delicate morfel ! But (added 
"C), I believe I need not fay fo to you, who 
weredazzled by her atfirft fight.'* «' Ido'nt 
^^Tiy it (anfwered I.) Ah 1 my child, I 
thought 1 faw a celeftial fubftance. She in.- 
flamed me ajl of a fudden, and pierced my 
"Cart with an arrow fwift as lightning." 

** I am ravilhed (replied my fecretary) to 
*carn that you are at laft in love. You wanted 
* niiftrefs to make you enjoy perfedt happi- 

D 4 ^^^^. 
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ncfs in your folitude. Thank heaven, j^ou 
have now all forts of conveniences. I know 
(continued he) that we lliall have ibme diffi- 
culty in deceiving the vigilance of Bafil ; but 
leave that to me ; I undertake in three days 
to procure for you a private interview witti 
Anronia.** ** Mr. Scipio (faid I), perhaps you 
might not be able to keep your promife ; but 
this is not what I am curious to try. I have 
no intention to tempt the virtue of that girl, 
whb fectns to deferve that I fhould entertain 
other fcntiments of her. Wherefore, far from 
exafting of 3^our zeal, that you fliould affift 
me in diflionouiing her, I am refolved, by 
y.our mediation, to efpoufe her, provided her 
heart is not engaged to another." *' 1 did not 
cxped (faid be) to fee you take fuch a fuddcia 
refolution to marry. Many country gentle- 
men in your place would not deal fo honour- 
ably ; they would never entertain legitimate 
views with regard to Antonia, until they had 
tried others to no purpofe. But, however 
(added he), don't imaguie that I condemn 
your love, and feek to difluade you from yoqr 
deiign. Your farmer's daughter deferves the 
honour you intend for her, if ihe can beftbw 
upon you a heart unengaged, and fenfible of 
your generofity. This I mull inform myfel.f 
of to-day, in a converfation with the father, 
and perhaps with herfelf." 

My confident, who was a punftual man in 
performing his promifes, went privately- to 
\ifit Bafil^ and in the evening came to me in 

my 
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my clofet, where I waited with impatience 
mingled with fear. Drawing a good ocnea 
from bis chearful look, " If I may believe 
(faid I) that fmile on thy face, thou comeft 
to fignify that I ihall foon enjoy my wifli/' 
*^ Yes, my dear matter (he replied), every 
thiog is propitious to you. I have had a con* 
verfarion with Bafil and his daughter, to whom 
I declared your intention. The father is over- 
joyed to hear your defign to be his fon-in-law; 
and I can aifure you, that you are very much 
to Antonia's tafte." ^* O heaven ! (cried I, in 
a tranfport of joy) what ! am I fo happy as 
to be agreeable to that lovely creature ?^' 
** Doubtlefs (he rcfumed.) She already lovef 
you. I have not indeed drawn that confeffion 
fi'pm her mouth ; but I am convinced of her 
paffion, by the gaiety Ihe difcovered when fhe 
tindcrftood your defign. Neverthelefs (added 
^^X you have a rival.'*^ <* A rival !'* (cried 
I> changing cplouf.) ** You need not be 
raucb alarmed (faid he), that rival will' not 
rob you of the heart of your miftrefs ; he i» 
noother than Mr. Joachim your cook.*' "Ah t 
the hang-dog I (faid I, burfting into a fit of 
Jaughter)rthiS' was his reafon for fliewitig fuch 
rduftance to quit my fcrvice.*' " The very 
fame (anfwered Scipio^) He fome days ago 
demanded Antonia in marriage, and met with 
a polite jrefufal/' « With deference to thy 
better advice (I refumed)^ methinks it will be 
proper to rid ourfelves of the rogue, before he 
can get notice that 1 intend to marry Bafil's 

D 5 daugjater \ 



58 The ADVENTURES of 

daughter ; a cook^ thou knowed^ is a dan* 
gerous rival/* '^ You are in the right (re- 
plied my confident), we muft clear the houfe 
of him. I will give him his leave to-morrow 
morning before he begins to work^ and then 
you Ihall have nothing to fear either from his 
fauces or his love. I am forry, however^ to 
lofe fuch an excellent cook^.but I facrifice my 
palate to your fafety." " Thou needed not 
regret him fo much (faid I), the lofs is sot 
irreparable : I will fend to Valencia for a cook 
as good as he/' And indeed I wrote imrne* 
diately to Don Alphonfo, that I had occafion 
for a cook, and the very next day he fent one 
who confoled Scipio at once* m 

Although the zealous fecretary had told ^ 
that he perceived Antonia was pleafe^ in bet 
heart with the conqueft which ihe bad made 
of her mailer^ I durft not depend upon his 
Report, being apprehenfive that he might have 
been deceived by falfe appearances. To be 
more fure of the matter, I refolved to fpeak 
in perfon to the fair Antonia ; and repairing 
CO £afiPs houfe, confirmed what my ambaffa* 
dor had told him. That honeft peafanr, a 
man of franknefs and fimplicity, having heard 
my defign, affured me, that he would beftow 
his daughter upot) me with the utmoft fatis- 
fadtio'n ; " but (added he) do*nt think that it is 
on account of your being lord of th€ manor. 
Weie you ftill no more than the ftewardof 
Eon Cac ar and Don Alphonfo, I would pre- 
fer yoj to all the other fuicors who prefent 

them- 
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themfelves. I have always bad a regard for 
you ; and what gives me tbe moft concern is^. 
that Antonia cannot bring you- a large for** 
tune.*' ^* I afk nothing with her (feid t), her 
perfon is all the wealth to which I afpire.*'' 
^* Your mod humble fervant (cried he), that is 
not my intention : I am not fucfa a beggar as 
to marry my daughter in that manner. Balit 
de Buenotrigo is in a condition, thank God, ta 
give her a dowry ; and for every dinner you* 
Seftow upon ber^ Ihe ihall afford a fuppcr to 
you. In a word, the rent of youi; eftate^ 
which is but five hundred ducats, (halt amount 
to a thoufand, by virtue of this marriage," 

** You ihall do in that as you* pleaie^. my 
llear Bafil (I replied), we ihall have no dif- 
putes about intereil ; and now that we are 
agreed, the fole bufinefs is to obtain the con* 
fent of your daughter/* *' You have mine 
(faid he),, and that is enough.** " Not alto- 
gether (anfweredl); if your'sisnecefl&ry, her's 
IS fo too." ^* Her's depends upon me (faid 
he): I would fain fee her rcfufe;." ^ Aiuonia. 
(1 refumed),, fubmiflfc^e to paternal at«hx)rity^ 
is ready^ without doubt, to* obey you impli- 
citly ;. but I don't know if ihe can do- it upont 
this occafion without reludbnce :: and i£ ihe 
can't, I ihould never be confoled foe- having 
made her unhappy ;. infliort^ it is nat enough 
for me ta obtain her hand of you^ unlefe hei? 
heart goes to the bargain/' ^^ By'r lady h 
(faid Bafil) I don't underftand alt this philo- 
ibpby : fpeak yourfelf to. Antonia, and veu 

I> & fiiaU 
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ihall fee^ if I am not midaken, that fhe de- 
fires no better than to be your wife."* So fay- 
ing, he called his daughter, and left me alone 
with her for a minute or two. 

That I might enjoy the precious opportu- 
nity, I came to the point at once. ** Fair 
iVntonia (faid I), determine my fate. Al- 
though I have your father's confent, don't 
think that I -intend to avail myfelf of it, in 
doing violence to your inclination. Charm- 
ing as it is^ I reinounce the pofleflion of you, 
if you fay that I muft owe' it to your obe- 
dience only.** " That is what I will not fay 
(anfwcred Ihe) : your addreffes are too agree* 
able to give me pain ; and, inftead of mur- 
muring, I approve of my father's choice. I 
don't know (continued flie) whether I do well 
or ill in talking thus ; but if you was dif- 
agrcKable to me, I ihould be frank enough 
to owft it 5 why then may I not fay the con- 
trary with the fame freedom ?" 

At thefe words, which I could not hear 
without being charmed, I kneeled before An- 
tonia, and, in the excefs of my joy, feizing 
one of her fair bands, kiffed it with the ut- 
mofl tendernefs and paffion. " My dear An- 
tonia (faid I), I am enchanted with your frank- 
nefs ; continue the fame unconftrained beha- 
viour; and as you fpeak to your huftand, 
difclofe your whole foul to his view. May I 
then flatter myfelf that you will be pleafed to 
fee your fortune joined to mine ?" Bafil com- 
ing in ^t that inilant, hindered me from pro- 
■ ■•; ceeding, 
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(reeding. Impatient to know his daughter's 
anfwer, and ready to grumble, had flie ihewa 
the leaft averfion for me, *« Well (faid he); 
are you fatisfied with Antonia ?'' ^* I am fo 
well fatisfied with her (anfwered I), that I will 
this very moment go and make preparations 
for my marriage/' So faying, 1 took my 
leave of the father and daughter, to go an4 
confult with my fccretary on that fubjei^ 

t 

CHAP. IX. 

Tbe manner in which the nuptials of Gil Bias and 
the fair Antonia were celebrated; and the re- 
joicings with which they were attended. 

\ Lthough I was under no neceffity of oh* 
jfX taining the permiffion of the noblemen 
of Leyva, Scipio and I concluded, that wc 
could not in honour omit imparting to them 
my defign of marrying Bafirs daughter, and 
of aiking their confent^ out of good man- 
ners. 

I fet out immediately for Valencia, wher^ 
they were as much furprifed to fee me, as to 
hear the.caufe of my journey. Don Caefar 
and his fon having feen Antonia more than 
once, congratulated me on my choice* Don 
Cacfar, efpecially, complimented me upon it 
with fuch vivacity, that if 1 had not believed 
him to be a man quite weaned from certain 
amufements, I ihould have fufpedted that he 
had'gone fometimes to Lirias, to fee his far- 
mer's daughter, rather than to .vifit his own 
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houfe. Seraphina, after having aflured me 
that ihe would always bear a large part in what 
Ihould concern me, faid (he had heard a very 
good charader of Antonia •, " but (added fee 
with a fatyrical look^ as if ihe reproached tne 
for the indifference with which I repaid Sc- 
phora's paffion), if I had not heard her beauty 
extolled, 1 ihould depend upon your tafle, 
the delicacy of which I know.'* 

Don Caefar and his fon not only approved 
of my marriage, but declared that they would 
defray the whole expence of it. " Go back 
to Lirias (faid they), and make yourfelf eafy 
until you hear from us. Make no prepara- 
tion for your nuptials, but leave that to our 
care/' In compliance with their deiire, I re- 
turned to my houfe, and making Baiil and his 
daughter acquainted with the intention of our 
patrons, we waited their orders as patiently 
as we could. During eight days, however, 
we received none : but to make amends, on 
the ninth, a coach and four arrived full of 
manteau-makers, and rich ilufFs for the bride's 
cloaths, and efcorted by feveral men in livery, 
mounted on mules. One of them brought a 
letter for me, from Don Alphonfo, import- 
ing that he would be at Lirias next day, with 
his father and fpoufe, and that the ceremony 
of my marriage ihould be celebrated on the 
day following, by the grand vicar of Valencia. 
Accordingly, Don^ Caefar his fon, and Sera- 
phina did not fail to come with that clergy, 
ma0> all four together in a coach and fix, 

preceded 
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preceded by another drawn by four, in which 
wereSeraphina-s women, and attended by the 
governor's guards. 

My lady governefs was fcarce arrived, when 
Ihe expreffed the utmoft impatience to fee An- 
tonia, who, on her part, no fooner under- 
ftood that Seraphina was alighted, than flie 
ran to ialute her, and kifled her hand with 
fuch a good grace, that all the company ad- 
mired her politenefs. " Well, madam (faid 
Don Casfar to his daughter-in-law), what do 
you think of Antonia ? Could Santillane have 
made a better choice?" "No, indeed (re* 
plied Seraphina), they are worthy of each other, 
and 1 don't doubt that their union wilibeper. 
fedly happy/' In (hort, every one praifed 
the bride : and if Ihe was much applauded in 
her country garb, every body was charmc 4 
with her when flie appeared in a richer drefs. 
Her air was fo noble, and her deportment fo 
eafy, that one would have thought flie had 
never wore any other. 

- The moment being arrived, in which pro- 
pitious Hymen was to join my fate to hcv% 
Don Alphonfo taking me by the hand, led me 
to the altar, while Seraphina did the fame 
honour to the bride. In this order we re- 
paired to the village chapel, where the vicaf 
attended to marry us ; and that ceremony was 
performed amldft the acclamations of the in- 
habitants of Lirias, and all the rieh farmers 
in the neighbourhood, whom Bad I had in«> 
vited to Antonia's wedding, yfith their da Jgh« 

tea. 
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ters drelTed in ribbons and flowers^ holding 
tabors in their hjands. We then returned to 
my houfe, where, by the care of Scipio, who 
was contriver of the feaft, we found three 
tables covered, one for the noblemen, another 
for their attendants^ and the third, which was 
the largefl:, for the rc& of the guefts. Aoix>- 
nia fat at the firft, by defire of the. lady go- 
verness; I did the honours of the fecond, and 
Baiil took care of the third. As for Scipio, 
he did not fit, but went from one table to 
another, employing himfelf in ferving and fa* 
tisfying every individual. 

As the entertainment was prepared by thc[ 
governor's cooks, it could not fail of being 
complete in all its parts. The good wines, 
of which Mr. Joachim had made ample pro- 
.vifion^ were drank with profufion ; the guefts 
began to wax warm, and mirth and jollity 
reigned, when we were^ all of a fudden, in- 
terrupted by an incident that alarmed me*. 
My fecretary being in the hall, where I fat at 
table with the principal officers of Don Al- 
pbonfo, and Seraphlna's women, fell down 
upon the floor, without fenfe or motion. I 
ran to his aififtance, and while I was bufied 
in bringing him to himfelf again, one of the 
women fainted away. All the company con- 
cluded that there muft be fome myflery i» 
this double fwooning, as it adtually concealed 
one, which in a little time was explained ; 
for foon after Scipio. recovered his fpirits,, 
and faid to me^ foft^y^ ^* VV^X ^ould the 

happiefl 
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happieft of your days be the mod difagreeable 
of mine ! It is impoffible for one to Ihun his 
defliny (added he) : I have found my wife in 
the perfon of one of Seraphina*s maids." 

** What do I hear ! (cried I) that is^ not 

poffible; what ! art thou the hufband of the 

lady who was taken ill at the fame time with 

thee ?" *' Yes, Sir (he replied), I am her 

hufband.; and fortune, I fwear, could not 

play me a more villainous trick than that of 

bringing her to my view/' " I don't know^ 

my friend (faid I), what reafon thou haft to 

complain of thy wife ; but, whatever caufe 

flie may have given thee, pray conftrain thy- 

felf ; if thou loveft me, dp not difturb this 

fntcrtainmcnt, by fliewing thy refentment.'* 

** You fliall be fatisfied with my behaviour 

(replied Scipio), and fee whether or not I can 

diffemble." 

. So faying, he went up to his wife, who, 
by the affiftance of her companions, was alfo 
recovered, and embracing her with the ap- 
pearance of as much padion as if he had been 
^avilhed to fee her again : " Ah ! my dear 
Patrice (faid he), heaven unites us again, af- 
ter ten years of feparation ; O happy moment 
for me !'* ^« I don't know (anfwcred his wife), 
whether or not you really feel any joy in meet- 
^^g tne here ; but this I am certain of, I gave 
you no juft caufe to leave me. What ! you 
found me one night with Signior Don Fer- 
?, Hand dc Leyva, who was in love with my 
e I nudrefs JiJilia. and whofe paOion I afiifted ; 
Ij aad 

I 
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and you took it in your head that I lifl 
to him, at the expence of your and m] 
nour : thereupon jealoufy turned your bi 
you quitted Toledo, and fled from me as 
a monfter, without deigning to come I 
explanation ! Which of us two, if you p! 
has the mod reafon to complain ?" «« Yc 
be fure*' (replied Scipio.) '^ Yes, doul 
ffaid Ihe.) Don Fernand, foon after 
departure from Toledo, married Julia, 
whom I flayed as long as Ihe lived ; and 
we were robbed of her, by an untimely d 
I have been in the fervice of my lady he 
ter, who, as well as her women, can ar 
for the purity of my morals/' 

My fecretary, at this difcourfe, the f; 
of which he could not prove, behaved a 
came him. " Once more (faid he tc 
wife) I own my fault, and afk pardon h 
this honourable aflembly/' " Then, li 
ceding for him, begged that Beatrice w 
forget what was pafl: ; aflTuring her, that, 
the future, her hufband's fole ftudy ihou! 
to give her fatisfadion. She yielded tc 
intreaty, and the whole company appla 
their re-union ; for the better celebratio 
which, they were made to fit by one ano 
Their health was toafted ; every body < 
plimented them, and the feaft feemed to 
been made rather on account of their re 
ciliation than of my nuptials. 

The third table was the firft forfaken. 
young peafants gqt up to dance withL.the c 
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laids, who, by the noife of their tabors, 
brought the company from the other 
s, and infpired them with the defire of 
ving their example. Every body was 
in motion : the gove/nor*s officers began 
nee with the attendants of my lady go- 
fs; the noblemen themfelves mingled in 
Iverfion. Don Alphonfo danced a fara- 
with Seraphina. Don Cacfar performed 
Antonia, who came afterwards and took 
lit, acquitting herfelf pretty well, confi* 
g that flie had only received a few leflbns 
5 houfe of a relation, who was the wife of 
sen of Albarazin. As for me, who had 
jd in the houfe of the Marchionefs of 
eg, the aifembly looked upon me as a 
dancer. With regard to Beatrice and Sci- 
they preferred a private converfation to 
ng, and gave each other an account of 
had happened to them (ince their partings 
ley were interrupted by Seraphina, who, 
; informed of their meeting, fent for 
to exprefs her joy at their reconciliation, 
y children (faid flie), on this day of re- 
g, it is an addition to my fatisfadtion to 
)u reflored to each other. Friend Scipio, 
; you back your fpoufe, and proteft to 
that her conduct has always been irre* 
:hable : you may live here happily toge- 
and you, Beatrice, attach yourfelf to 
nia, and be as much devoted to her as 
huiband is to Signior de Santillane.*' 
o, after this, could not help looking lUpon 
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his wife as another Penelope, and promil 
treat her with all imaginable affed:ion 

The young peafants and thdr partners 
jng danced all day, retired to their 
houfes; but the feflival was continued i 
caftle, where a magnificent fupper was 
pzTQd ; and when it was time to go tc 
the grand vicar blefied the nuptial bed 
rapKina undrcfled the bride, and the n 
men of Ley va did me the fame honour. > 
was merry enough, the officers of Doi 
phonfo, and the ladies of the governefs, 
it in their heads to perform the fame cerei 
to Beatrice and Scipio, who, to mak< 
fcene more comical, very gravely all 
themfelves to beftript and put to bed* 

CHAP. X. 

ff^at followed the marriage of Gil Bias an 
fair Aniqnia. The beginning of Scipio^ s hifii 

ON the very next day after my marr 
the lords of Lcyva returned to V 
cia, after having given me a thoufand 
marks of friendlhip ; fo that my fecretarj 
I remained in the houfe, With our wives 
fervams only. 

: The care which both of us took to pleaf 
ladies, was not inefFeclual : in a little tii: 
infpired my wife with as much love foi 
as I had for her ; and Scipio made his fp 
forget the forrows which he had made 
fuff^r. Beatripei who had a pliant, oblij 

tem 
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temper, eafily infiiuiatcd herfelf into the fa- 
vour, and gained the confidence of her mif- 
trcfs. In fhort, \vc agreed, all four, to ad- 
miration, and began to enjoy a lituation worthy 
€f envy. All our days giidcd away in the 
moft agreeable amufemcncs. Antonia was 
naturally grave, but Beatrice and I were very 
gay ; and had we been orherwife, Scipio's 
prefence was enough to keep off melancholy. 
He was an incomparable fellow for fociety ; 
one of thofe comical creatures, whofe appear- 
ances alone can make a company merry. 

One day that we took a whim, after dinner, 
tn go and take a fiefla in the moft agreeable 
place of the wood, my fecretary was in fuch 
good humour, that he baniflied all dcfire of 
deeping by his merry difcourfe. " Hold 
thy tongue, friend (faid I), or, if thou art 
refolvcd to keep us from taking our nap, en- 
tertain us with fome flory worthy of our atten- 



tion," 



*' Wiih all my heart, Sir (anfwered ho); 
Ihall I recount thehiftory of King Pdsgius*?" 
** I would rather hear thy own (I replied) ; 
but that is a pleafure thou hall not thought 
proper to give me fince we lived together, 

• Pclagint, theiirft King: of Leon, rtip:r.cd in the eighth cen- 
tury : ;ind he lived I'ome time in lubji-tition to the Saracens in 
?^pain ; but rcfolviujy to flvakc off the yoke of fuch harharous ty- 
ranny, heputhinifcif at the he»il of the Cliriilians who had fl'd 
for refuge to the Alturian mouiitnirs, and hL'iii^ declared Ki:i«j, 
ti>ok arnib agalnfl the Infidels, whom havinp: van<]uifht:d, in a 
bicudy battle, he laid the foundation of thckingduni of Lcun, in 
^vi..».h he reigned twenty years. 

8 nor 
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nor ever will, I fuppofe." '^ And w 
rfie reafon ? (faid he.) If I have not recc 
my own hiftory, it was becaufe you nev 
prefled the leaft defire to hear it ; it ii 
therefore, my fault that you are ignon 
my adventures ; and if you are in th 
curious to know them, I am ready to 
your curiofity/* Antonia, Beatrice, 
took him at his word, and difpofed oui 
in order to hear his narration, which 
not mifs of having a good effed, either 
verting or lulling us afleep. 

Had it depended upon tne (faid S( 
I fhould have been the fon of fome granc 
knight of Alcantara at leaft ;- but as on< 
not choofe his own father, you muft kno 
mine was an honeft foldier, of the hoi; 
therhood, Torribio Scipio by name, 
he was travelling to and fro on the hig 
where his profeflion obliged him aim 
ways to be, he met by accident, on 
between Cuenya and Toledo, a young 
whom he thought very handfome. SI 
alone, on foot, and carried her whole fi 
in a kind of knapfack on her back : " > 
way do you go, my dear ?*' faid he t 
foftening his voice, which was naturally i 
** Signior cavalier (anfwered Ihe), I am 
to Toledo, where I hope to gain an i 
livelihood in fome Ihape or other.'* " 
is a laudable intention (he refumed), 
don't doubt that 5^ou have more firing: 
one to your bow.'* *« Yes, thank Got 
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he), I have more talents than one ; I can 
compofe pomatums and efTences for the la- 
dies ; I tell fortunes ; turn the iieve to find 
things that are lofl; ; and ihew all that people 
wtnt to fee in a glafs or mirrour," 

Torribio, concluded that fuch a girl would 
be a very advantageous match for him, who 
could fcarce live by his employment, though 
he was very dexterous at ir, offered to marry 
her : flie accepted the propofal, and they re- 
paired with all diligence to Toledo, where thy 
were wedded ; and you fee in me the worthy 
fruit of thefe noble nuptials. They fettled in 
the fuburbs, where my mother began to fell 
pomatums and eflfences ; but that trade not 
•nfwering, ihe became a fortune-teller. Jt was 
tlicn that Ihe faw the crowns and piftolcs 
ftower upon her ; a thoufahd dupes, of both 
fcxes, foon raifed the reputation of Cofcolina, 
which was the gipfy*s name. Somebody came 
every day, to beg fhe would employ her mi- 
fiiftry for him : fometimes a needy nephew, 
who wanted to know when his uncle, whofe 
fole heir he was, would fet out for the other 
worid ; and fometimes a girl, vviHiing to 
know if a certain cavalier, to whom fhe had 
granted the favour, on promife of marriage, 
ivould keep his word. 

^ Pleafe to obferve that my mother's predic- 
ions were always favourable to thofe who fo- 
icired them : if ihey proved true, good and 
'^ell ; but when they came back to reproach 
icr, becaufe the contrary of what fhe had pro- 

phcfitd 
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phefied came to pafs, flie anfwered coldly, 
that they muft attribute it to the daemon, 
who, notwithftanding the force of the conju- 
rations that Ihe employed to make him reveal 
what would happen, was fometimes fo mali- 
cious as to deceive her. 

When my mother, for the honour of her 
profcflion, thought Ihe muft tiiafce the devil 
appear in her operations, Torribio Scipio al- 
ways adted that part, which he performed per- 
fcftly well ; the roughnefs of his voice, and 
uglinefs of his face, giving him an appearance 
fuicable to the charafter which he reprefented. 
Thofe that were in the leaft timorous, were 
always terrified by my father-s figure. But one 
day, unfortunately, there came a brutal fellow 
of a captain to fee the devil, whom he ran 
through the body. The holy office, inform- 
ed of the devil's death, fent its officers to the 
houfe of Cofcolina, whom they feized with all 
her effefts; and I, who was then but feven 
5'ears old, was put into the hofpital of LiS 
Ninos *. There were in that houfe charitable 
clergymen, who, being well paid for the edu- 
cation of poor orphans, were at tlie trouble of 
teaching them to read and write.' They look- 
ed upon me as a promifing child, and on that 
account diftinguilhcd me from the reft, by 
choofing nie to run on their errands. They 
fent mc into the city with letters and meflages; 
aad I made the refponfcs at mafs. By way of 

• Los Ninos, orphans, or rather boys. 

recom- 
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recompence they undertook to teach me the 
Latin tongue, but they behaved fo rudely^ 
aod treated me with fucb rigour, not with (land/* 
ing the fmall fervices I did them, that, being 
no longer able to bear it, I ran away one morn- 
ing early, when I was fent out on an errand ; 
and, far from returning to the hofpital, quitted 
Toledo by the fuburbs that lie on the Seville 
fide of the city. Though \ was fcarce yet nine 
years old, I felt a fenfible pieafure in being 
free and mailer of my own actions. I was 
without money, and without food ; but what 
did that fignify ? 1 had no leffons to ftudy, 
nor themes to compofe. After having walked 
tbout two hours, my little legs began to refufe 
tbeir fervice : I had never before made fuch a 
long journey; and I found myfelf obliged to 
halt, and give them feme reft. I fat down 
under a tree, by the fide of the road; and 
there,.for my amufement, took my Rudiments 
cut of my pocket, and read it in fport ; then 
reinembering the ftripes and floggings which 
it had made me receive, I tore out the leaves, 
dying in great wrath ; " Ah dog of a book ! 
thou Ihalt never make me ihed tears again.** 
While I thus glutted my revenge, ftrewing 
Ac ground about me with declenfions and 
-onjugations, a hermit paffed by, with a white 
l^ard, large fpeftacles, and a venerable air. 
Hie came up to me, and we examined each 
^ther with great eagernefs. " My little gen- 
teman (faid he, fmiling), we feem to look at 
»ne another with great attention : I believe it 
Vol, IV, E would 
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would not be a bad fcheme for us to live t<^ 
ther in my hermitage, which is not two hun- 
dred yards from hence/' " I am your hunl- 
l)le fcrvant (anfwered I, haftily) : I have no 
ambition to be a hermit.* The good old 
inan laughed at this reply ; arid embracing 
me, faid, "Don't be frightened at my drefe, 
my fon ; though it is not agreeable, it is ufe- 
ful ; it makes me lord of a charming retreat, 
and of the neighbouring villages ; the inha- 
bitants of which love, or rather idolize mc. 
Come along with me (added he), and I will 
give you a jacket like this that I wean If you 
chufe it, you fhall ftiare with me the (weetsof 
my retired life ; and if 5'ou don't like it upon 
trial, you fliall not only be at liberty to leave 
me, but you may be alfo affured, that I will 
not fail to give you a gratification at parting.* 
1 fuffered myfelf to be perfuaded, and fol- 
lowed the old hermit, who afked me feveral 
queftions ; to which I anfwered wirh an ingc* * 
nuity which I have not always preferved in 
the fequel. When we came to the hermitage, 
he prefented to me fome fruit, which I de- 
voured, having eaten nothing the whole day 
but a morfel of dry bread, on which I had 
breakfafted in the morning at the hofpital. 
The anchoiite, feeing me make fuch goodufe |i 
of my jaws, faid, ** Courage, my child; don't 
fpare the fruit; I have ample provifion of it, j 
thank God : and I did not bring thee hither 
to let thee ftarve." This was indeed very 
tt ue ; for in lefs than an hour after our arrival 

4 • he 
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lie lighted ;a fire^ fpitted a leg of mutton ; and, 

while I turned the fpit, covered a fmall table 

with a very dirty napkin ; upon which be lakl 

.t]iro plates, one for himfeif, and another for me. 

' When the mutton was ready, he took it off 

the fpit, and cut fome dices for our fupper, 

which was not a dry meal ; for we drank ex- 

-cellent wine, of which alfo he had good {lore, 

** Well, my chicken (faid he, when we had 

done eating), art thou fatisfied with my ordi* 

nary ? This is the manner in which thou wilt 

be treated every day, if thou liveft with me. 

.Befides, thou flialt do what thou pleafeft in 

cthis hercni.tage. All that I exa& of thee, is, 

.to accompany me when I go a-beggingthrough 

-the neighbouring villages, and lead an afs with 

^O panoieFS, which the charitable peafants 

:ufually fill with eggs, bread, flefii, and fifh. 

•This is all I require of thee." " I will do 

jeyery thing you defire (I replied), provided 

-yQu4on*t oblige me to learn Latin.*' Brother 

-Chryfofiom (that was the old hermit's name) 

'.could not help laughing at my fimplicity; 

•and nflured me anew, that he did not intend 

to force my inclination. 

We went a-begging the very next day with 
itheafs, which I led by the halter, and reaped 
-a plentiful harveft ; every peafant being glad 
,of a,n opportunity to put fomething in oqr 
-panniers : one threw in a whole loaf; another, 
a large piece of bacon ; a third, a partridge : 
.in ihort, we brought home vidluals enough for 
;^ight days : a circum{lan9e that denotes the 

E 2 great 
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great friendfliip and eftecm that the country 
people had for the hermit. It is true he was 
of great ufe to them, in giving them his advice 
when they came toconfult him, in re-eftabliffi- 
ing peace in families, where difcord reigped, 
in marrying their daughters,in furnifliing thcih 
with remedies for athoufand forts of difeafe^ 
and in teaching pra}'ers proper for barreti wo- 
men, who wilhed to have children. • - - 

By what I have faid, you fee that I wa^ well 
fed In my hermitage : I was as well accom* 
modated in point of fleeping : ftretched upon 
good frefli ftraw, with a cufhion of coarfe cloth 
tinder my head, and a covering of the fan* 
fluff over my body, I made but one na[v 
which lafted all night long. Brother Chryfo- 
llom, who had promifcd to give me a hermit*! 
garb, made one for me from an old robe thitt 
he ufcd to wear, and called me little brother 
Scipio* As foon as I appeared in the villages^ 
in that regular habit, 1 was thought fo hand* 
fome, that the afs was better loaded than for- 
merly : the bufinefs was, who (hould give 
moft to the little brother, with whofe figure 
they were fo well pleafed. 

The eafy idle life which I led with the old 
hermir, could not be difagreeable to a boy of 
my age : accordingly, I liked it fo well, that 
I fhould have continued there ffill, if the Fates 
had not fpun for me days of a very different 
kind: but the deftiny which I was bound Jo 
fulfil, foon detached me from idlenefs, afld 

8 miidc ha 
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made mc quit brother Chryfoftom^ aa you 
ihall hear. I frequently perceived the old maa 
at work upon the cuihion that ferved him for 
a pillow ; he did nothing but few'and unfew 
it; and 1 obferved one day^ that he put money 
iBto it. This remark was attended by a cvri- 
oficy which I propofed to gratify the very firft 
journey he fliould take to Toledo^ whither he 
was wont to go once a week, I waited impa- 
tiently for the day, without having as yet any 
other defign than of fatisfying my curiofity. 
At length the old man fet out, and I ript up 
his pillow, where I found among the wool 
mtb which it was filled, the value of about 
iffy crowns in diiFerent forts of coin. 

This treafure, in all probability, was the 
gratitude of the country people, whom the 
hermit had cured by his remedies, and of the 
yromen who had been blefled with children, by 
nrtue of his prayers. Be this as it will, 1 no 
boner faw that it was money, which I could 
appropriate to myfelf with impunity, than my 
iEgyptian difpofition prevailed. I was feized 
«<ith adefire of ftealing it, which can be attri- 
buted to nothing but the force of that blood 
which circulated in my veins, I yielded to 
the temptation without refiftance, fecured the 
money in a kind of a bag where we kept our 
combs and night-caps ; then quitting my her- 
ntiit's habit, and refuming that of the orphan,, 
[ ran away from the hermitage, believing^that 
[ carried off in my bag the whole riches of 
ihe Indies. 

E 3, Vou 
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You have heard my beginning Cconnimied 
Scipio), and I don't doubt that yeu eii|)ed a 
train of fads of the fanje nature: yoor ex- 
peftation will not be deceived : 1 have many 
other fuch exploits to recount, before I corae 
to ray laudable aftions ; but I wilt come to 
them at laft : and you will fee, by my Mtttr 
tion, that a rogue may very well tur» m 
h'oneft man*. 

Child as I was, I was not fool enough to 
return to Toledo ; that would have been ex- 
poling me to the chance of meeting brother 
Chryfoftom, who would have made me reftore 
my treafure in a very difagreeable manner: 1' 
fol'owed another road, which condudted m^ 
to the village of Galves, where I ftopt at an- 
inn, the landlady of which was a widow of 
forty, who had all the qualities requifite for 
turning the penny. This woman no foonei* 
caft her eyes upon me, than judging, by myf 
drefs, that I was a fugitive from the orphan-^ 
hofpital, Ihe afked who I was, and whither I 
went. 1 anfwered, that having loft both fa- 
ther and mother, I wanted to go to fervice. 
'' Child (faid flie) canft thou read ?'* I affur- 
ed her, that I both read and wrote to admi- 
ration. Indeed, I could form my letters, and 
Join them in fuch a manner, as fonlewhat re- 
fembled writing; and that is enough for the 
occafions of a village tavern. ^* 1 take thee 
into my fervice (faid the landlady), thou wilt 
not be altogether ufelefs, but flialt keep an 
account of all my debts a^ive and paffive. i 

will ■ 
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[. g^ve thee no wages (added Ihe)^ becaufe 
good company that come here never for« 
the fervants ; fo that thou mayeft depend 
)n receiving good perquifites.'* 
\ accepted the propofal, rcferving to my-^ 
, as you may well believe, the right of. 
nging the air, as foon as my ftay at Galves 
uld become difagreeable. When I found - 
felf engaged in the fervice of this inn, I 
ame very uneafy in my mind : I did not: 
ire to be thought a moneyed man ; and 
I very anxious to know where I ihould con- 
1 my hoard, fo as that it ihould be fecure 
tn every ftranger's hand. I did not as ycc 
>w the houfe well enough, to truft to thofe 
ces which feemed moft proper to fecure it. 
ith-what perplexity are riches attended ! I 
ermined, however, to put my bag in a cor- 
of our corn-loft, where there was draw ; 
1 believing it more fafe there than in any 
^r place, made myfelf as eafy as poffible. 
.ere were three fecvants in this houfe^ a fat 
Her, a young maid of Galicia, and my- 
• : each of us drew as much. as we could 
m the travellers that halted, whether they 
nc on horfe-back or a-foot. 1 commonly 
ight fome halfpence of thefe gentlemen,. 
en 1 brought in the bill; they gave fomc- 
ng alfo to the hoftler, for taking care of 
i\r beafts : but as for theGalician, who was 
i idol of all the carriers that pafled, ihe got 
many crowns as we did farthings. Every 
any that 1 received, I carried to increafe my 

£ 4 treafure 
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treafure in the corn-loft ; and the more I law 
my wealth increafe^ the more did I feel my: 
little heart attached to it : I fometimes kifled]h 
the fpecie, and contemplated the differentr 
pieces with a degree of rapture which none 
but mifers can conceive, *.* i 

This afFedlion for my treafure obliged mc 
to go and vifit it thirty times a-day : I fre* 
quently met the landlady upon the ftair; and 
flie being naturally diftrufiful^ was curious one 
day, to know what it was that could bring me 
every moment to the corn-loft. Thither there- 
fore fhe went, and fearched every corner, 
imagining that I, perhaps, concealed in that 
place fome things which I had ftole in the 
houfe. She did not forget to remove the draw 
that covered my bag, which having found, 
Ihe opened it ; and feeing crowns and piftoles 
appear, believed, or pretended to believe, 
that I had flole them from her. She feized 
the fum total accordingly : then, calling me 
little wretch, and little rafcal, ordered the 
hoftler, who was entirely devoted to her will, 
to give me fifty good lafhes, which when I . 
had received, ihe turned me out of doors, 
faying, that flie would fufFer no knave to live 
in her houfe. In vain did I proteft that I had 
not robbed the landlady : ihe maintained 
the contrary j and of courfe her word was I 
believed rather than mine. Thus, brother 
Chryfoftom's money paifcd from one thief to 
another, 
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I lamented the lofs of my money, as a man: 
. mourns the death of an only child; and though* 
ftny tears did not retrieve what I had loff, at 
- feaft they excited the compaffibn of fome peo- 
ple who faw them (hed ; and^ among others^ 
of the curate of Gaives, who was paffihe bjr 
chance. He fecmed moved at my melancholjr 
condition, and carried me along with, him to^ 
the parfonage ;. where in order to gain my 
confidence^ or rather to pump me^ he began? 
by pitying my fituation. " How much (faid 
he) does thb poor child dcferve compaffibn P 
It is not furprifing, if, abandoned to himfelf 
in fuch a tender age, he has committed a bad 
aftioQ. Moft men find it difficult to live ho- 
neft through the whole courfe of their lives/'* 
Then^ addreffing himfelf to me^ " My fon* 
(added he),, from what part of Spain do you> 
come, and who are your parents ? You feem. 
to be of fome good family. Tell me inge- 
mioufly, and be afTured that I will not aban'*^ 
don you/* 

The curate, by this politic and charitable 
difcourfc, engaged me infenfibly to difcover 
all my a^irs with great fincerity.. I made tL 
general confeffion. After which,t» ^^ faid^ 
" Friend, though it does not become hermit*, 
to hoard up money, that, does not lelTen youc 
Clime ;. in robbing brother Chryfoftom, you: 
have tranfgrefUbd that article of the Decalogue-,, 
^Jiich forbids theft : but HI: oblige the land-* 
hdy to reftore the money,, which I will fend 
10^ the hermit j fo that your confcience may be. 

E 5 ^^t^v. 
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eafy on that fcore/' But this, I fwcar, was 
the Icaft of my uneafinefs. The curate, who 
had a defign of his own, did not Hop there: 
" My child (faid he), I intereft myfelf in 
your behalf, and will procure a good place 
for you. I will to-morrow fend you by a 
carrier to my nephew, who is a canon of the 
cathedral of Toledo ; he will not refufe, at 
my requeft, to receive you into the number 
of his lacqilies, who live plentifully, like fo 
many incumbents, on the revenue of his 
prebend; you will be perfedtly well fituated, 
I can aflure you." 

I was fo much confoled by this affurance, 
that I no longer thought of the bag, nor the 
llripes which I had received, my mind being 
wliolly pofleffed with the pleafure of living 
like an incumbent. Next day, while I was 
at brcakfaft, a carrier came to the parfonage, 
a9cording to the curate'is orders, with two 
mules bridled and faddled. I was helped up 
on the one, the carrier mounted, the other, and 
w,c fct out for Toledo. My fellow-traveller 
was a fellow of humour, who Kked nothing 
better than to make himfelf merry at another's 
expence. ** My little junior (faid he), you 
have a good friend in the curate of Galves ; 
he could not give you a better proof of his 
affedtion than that of recommending you to 
the fcrvicc of his nephew the canon, whom I 
have the honour to know, and who is, with- 
out contradidlion, the pearl of the whole chap* 
ter. He is none of thofe devotees whofe pale 

and 
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and meagre faces preach up mortification. 
He has a capacious countenance^ a rofy com 
plexion^ a merry look, is a jovial foul\ who 
enjoys the prcfent hour, and in particular 
loves good cheer. You will live in his houfe 
like a little prince. 

The rogue of a carrier perceiving that I 
Itftened with great fatisfadion, continued to 
extol the happinefs 1 Ihould enjoy in the ca- 
non's fervice ; and did riot leave off fpeaking^ 
until we arrived at the village of C!>bifa, where- 
we ftopt a little to bait our mules. Tbccar- 
rier, while he walked about in the inn, let fall- 
by accident, out of his pbcket, a paper which 
I was cunning enough to pick up, with<iut 
being obferved, and which I found means to 
read while he was in the ftabl^. It was a 
. letter dtredted to the priefts of the orphaii 
boTpital, .and. conceived in thefe terms. 

** GE^TTLEMENi I thought I was bouudifl 
" charity, to fend back to you a little knaves" 
*• who is a runaway from your hofpitaf. He 
" does not feem to want capacity^ but defervej ^ 
" tabe carefully mewed up? and 1 hope, that 
^ by proper correftibn, he wUl in time do wclK • 
** That God tnay preferveyour pious and chair ■ 
y riftabie*worftiip3, is the prayer of. 
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The Citrate of Galves. 

•When I had read this letter, which inform- 
ij^me of the curate's good intentiofis^ I did 
. f - E 6 not 
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not long heiitate. To leave the inn^ and gam 
the banks of the Tagus^ which was more than 
a league from thence, was the work of a mo-i 
ment. Fear lent me wings to fly from the 
priefis of the orphan hofpital, to whom I 
would by no means return, fo much was I 
difgufted with their manner of teaching the 
Latin tongue. I entered Toledo as gaily as 
if I had known where to board. True^ it is a 
city of benedidion, in which a man of genius, 
reduced to the neceflity of living at his neigh- 
bour's expence, cannot die of hunger. Scarce 
had I arrived in the market place, when a 
welUdrelTed cavalier, whom I pafled, laid 
hold of my arm, and faid, ^^ Harkee, my 
boy, will you ferve me ? I fhould be glad to 
kave fuch a lacquey as you/* ** And I fliould 
be glad (anfwered 1), to have fuch a mailer 
as you.'* ** If that be the cafe (herefumed),. 
thou art mine from this monjent. Follow 
me/' This I did, without making any far* 
ther reply. 

This cavalier, who might be about thirty 
years of age, and was called Don Abel, lodg- 
ed in a houfe where he poflefled a very hand- 
fome apartment. He was by profeffion a 
gafnefter, and we lived together in this man- 
ner : in the morning I cur as much tobacco 
for him as would fill five or fix pipes, brulh- 
cd his cloaths, apd went for the barber to 
fliave him, and drefs his whifkers. After 
which he went out, and made a tour among 
the tennis courts^ from whence he returned 

. . about 
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about eleven or twelve o'clock at night. But 
each morning before he went out, he gave me 
three ryals for my day's expence, leaving 
me at liberty to do what I pleafed until ten 
o*clock at night : he was very well fatisfied 
with me, provided he found me at home when 
he returned : he" ordered a doublet and hofe 
of livery to be made for me, fo that I looked 
like 9 page of a lady of the town. I was 
very well fatisfied with my place, and certain- 
ly I could not have found one more agreeable 
to my humcur. 

I had led this happy life almoll a whole 
month, when my mailer alked if I was pleafed 
with his behaviour. I anfwered, that I could 
not be more fo. ^^ Well then (he refumed)^^ 
We Ihall fet out to-morrow for Seville,whether 
my affairs call me. Thou wilt not be lorry 
to fee that capital of Andalufia ? 

' «' He that hath not Seville fecn,t 
(faith the proverb) 

Is no traveller^ I ween.**" 

laffured him, th^t I was ready to follow him 
whitherfoever be Ihould go. That very day^ 
the Seville carrier came to his lodging, to 
fetch a large coffer that contained ^11 his 
moveables ; and in the morning we fet out 
for Andalufia. 

Signior Don Abel was fo lucky at play, that 
he never loft, except when he chofe to lofei 
talent often obliged hkn to change h^ 

flace 
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place of habitation, that he might avoid the 
refentment of dupes ; and this was the caufe 
of our prefent journey. Being arrived at Se« 
ville, we took lodgings near the gate of Cor-- 
dova, and began to live as we had lived at 
Toledo : but my mafter found a difference hc-- 
tween thefe two cities. In the tennis courts- 
of Seville,, he met with gamefters who played 
/ as fuccefsfully as he, fa that he came hornet 
ijbmetiraes very much out of humour. One 
aiQining, being chagrined at thelofsofone 
Kundrea piftoles which he ventured the pre- 
ceding day, he afked why I had not carried 
His dirty linen to a woman whom he employed' 
to wa(h and perfume it. I anfwered, that V 
had forgot. Upon which, falling into a paf«- 
fion, he gave me half-a-dozen boxes on the 
face, fo rudely, that he made me fee morQ 
candles than ever burnt in Solomon's temple, 
^< There, little wretch (faid he), there is fome-- 
thing to make you mind j our bufinefs. Muft 
L^be always at your tail, to tell you what you « 
have to do ? why are you not as ready to work 
as to eat ? are you fuch a beaft, as to be in- 
capable of anticipating my orders and occa» 
fions ?" So faying, he went out of his apart- 
ment, leaving me very much mortified at the 
blows I had received for fuch a flight fault, 
I don't know wh at adventure happened to hini • 
foon after in the tennis court, but one even-- 
ing he came hpme very much heated, and 
laid, ** Scipio, I am refolved to go to Italy, 
; ^ndmuft embark, the day after to-morrow, in 

alhip 
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2 fhip bound for Genoa* I have my ownrea- 
fons for making that voyage ; wilt thou not 
accompany me, and lay hold of fuch a fair 
occafion to fee the moft delightful country in. 
the world ? I faid I would, but at the fame 
time propofed to difappear juft when he in- 
tended to embark. 1 thought I would re- 
venge myfelf of him in this manner, and was* 
very well pleafed with the fcheme, which I' 
could not help imparting to a profefled brave 
whom I met in the ftreet : for, fince my arri- 
val at Seville, 1 had contrafted fome bad ac- 
quaintances^ and this in particular. I told 
him in what manner, and for what I had been' 
buffetted, then communicated my defign of" 
leaving Don Abel when he IhouM be juft 
ready to go on board, and aikedhis opinion 
of my refolution. 

The bravo frowned while heliftened to me' 
and twirled the curls of his muftachio ; then,, 
blaming my mafter with an air of gravity, 
" Little gentleman (faid he),, you aredlQio- 
Boured for ever, if you reftridt yourfelf to that 
frivolous revenge which you have hatched..' 
It is not enough to let Don Abel depart by 
himfelf ;' that would not be punilhment fuf- 
ficient. The chattifement muft- be propor- 
tioned to the injury. Let us therefore carry 
off his goods and money, which we will ihare 
like brothers after he is ^one/* Althoughl was 
naturally iaclified toithieving, I was frighten- 
ed at the propofal of fuqh an important rob* 

bery. NeVerthejiefe, the arch rogue, who made 
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it, did not fail to perfuade me to it ; and yoir 
Ihall hear the fuccefs of pur enterprize. The 
bravo, who was a big ftrong fellow^ cs^me to 
. our lodging next day in the twilight, when I 
fliewed him the coffer in which my mailer had 
already fecured his efFedts, and afkedifhe 
could carry fuch a weight. ** SucTi a weight I 
(laid he) know, that when the biJfinefs is to 
carry off the goods of another, I can lift NoahV 
ark.*! So faying, he flung rhe coff«r on his 
fiioulders with eafe, and went down ftairs with- 
it upon tip-toes. I followed him with fome 
caution, and we were juft going out at the 
llreer-door, when Don Abel, brought thither 
fo feafonably by his good genius, appeared all 
of a fudden. 

" Where art thou going with the coffer ?** 
(faid he), I was fo confounded, that I flood 
filent, and the bravo feeing the affair mifgive,. 
threw down his load, and betook himfelf to 
flTght,in order to avoid explanations. ^^Where- 
art thou going with the coffer?** (faid my 
maflerfor the fecond time») ** Sir, anfwer- 
cd I (more dead than alive), I am going to* 
carry it on board the Ihip in which you arc 
to embark to-morrow for Italy.** " Ha ! (he 
replied) doft thou know in what ftiip I in- 
tended to fail ?** " No, Sir (faid I), but I 
have a tongue in my head', and I fhould have 
enquired at the harbour, where Ibme body 
would have certainly told me.** At this my 
anfwer, which he fufpedled, he darted fuch & 
furious look atme^. that I w^s afraid of a fe*^ 
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cond beating* *^ Who ordered you (cried he), 
to bring my coffer out of the houfe ?'* " You 
yourfelf (faid I.) Don't you remember how 
you upbraided me fome days ago ? Did not 
you fay while you beat me, that you expedt- 
td I would prevent your orders, and do what 
was proper for your fervice of my own ac- 
cord ? Now, it was in confequence of this di- 
redion, that 1 employed one to carry your 
coffer to the Ihip.*' The gamefter obferving 
that I was more mifchievous than he imagin* 
ed difmifled me immediately, faying, with 
an air of indifference, " Go, Mr, Scipio, and 
beaven be your guide. 1 don't choofe toplay 
with people who have fometimes a card too 
many, fometimes one too few. Get out of 
my fight (added he, in another tone) left I 
make you fing without your gamut/' I faved 
him the trouble of repeating his command, 
and got off in a twinkling, being woundily 
afraid that he would ftrip me of my cloathsu 
which however hp luckily fpared. I walked 
along the ftreet, ^onfidering where I could lay 
with my two ryals, which conftituted my 
whole ftock. I \irrived at the gate of the 
archbilhop's palace ; and as his grace's fupper 
was then dreffing, an agreeable favour iffued 
from the kitchen, and diffufed itfelf a wbole 
league around. Zooks ! (faid I to myfelf), 
I ihould like to difpatch one of thofe ragouts 
which falute my nofe. I Ihould even be con- 
tented with ap opportunity of dipping my 
four fingers and thumb in it. What ! can^: . 

Ifall 
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1 fall upon fome method of taftmg thefe diuft< 
ties that ftnell fo agreeably ; the thing doe» 
not feem impoffible, I whetted my imagina^ 
tion accordingly, and, by dent of muiing^ 
hatched a trick, which I immediately put 'm 
pra<ftice, and vv.hich fucceeded to my wifliir 
I.entered the court of the palace, and running 
towards the kitchen, cried as loud as I could^ 
Helpf help! as if 1 had been purfued by 
fome affaffin. 

At my repeated cries, Mr. Diego, the archi* 
bilhop^s cook, with two or three fcullions^ 
came running out. to know the caufc ; and- 
feeing no body but me, afked why I made) 
fuch a noife. " Ah ! Sit (faid I, prctcndingv 
to be frightened almoft out of my wits), for 
the love of St. Polycarp, pray fave me fron^ 
the fury of a bravo that wants to kill me/' 

" Where is this bravo ? (cried Diego), you 
are quit alone, without fo much as a cat at 
your heelsv^ Go>. my child,, lay afide your 
fear. It was probably fome body who want*- 
ed to terrify you fop his diverfion, and who 
did well not to follow you into this palace ^ 
for, if he had,, we Ihould have cut off his 
ears.^ ** No,, no (faid I to the cook) ;. he did- 
not purfue me for his diverfion. He is a big 
Hi-looking feiJow,. who intends to ftrip nae, 
and watts hard by in the flreet to catch me as- 
I go out." " He Ihall wait a long time then 
(he replied), for jrou ihall ftay here till to- 
morrow,, and w^ni: for neither fupper nor 
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* I wa«: tranfportcd with joy> when I heard 
the wor<l6. ; and it was a ravifhing, fight to 
me, when, being conduced into the kitchen 
by Mr, Diego, 1 beheld the preparations for 
his grace's fupper. I reckoned nfceenperfons- 
at work, but I could not number the diflies 
that I faw, fo careful had Providence been ia 
behalf of the archbifliop. It was then, that 
feeding upon the fleams of the ragouts which 
I had only fnicUed afar off before, I became 
caquainted with fenfuality. I had the honour 
to fup and fleep with the fcullions, whofe 
friendlhip I gained to that degree, that next 
day, when 1 went to thank Mr. Diego for the 
afylum he had fo generoufly afforded, he faid^ ' 
*^ Our kitchen lads tell me, they would be * 
glad to have you for a- comrade, they like^ 
your humour fo well : would you chofe to be 
their companion ?'* I anfwered, " That if I 
enjoyed that pieceof good fortune, I Ihould 
think myfelf perfedly happy.'* If that bc^ 
the cafe, my friend (faid he), look upon your-* 
felf from this moment as an officer of the pa^ 
lace/* So faying, he went and prefented me- 
to the major-domo, who, on account of my 
fprightly look, judged me worthy to be re- 
ceived among the turn-fpits. 

1 was no fooner in poffeffion of fuch an 
honourable employment,, than Mr. Diego,, 
according to the cuftom of cooks in great fa- 
milies, who privately fend viduals to their 
miftreffes, chofe me to carry to a certain lady 
in the neighbourhood fbmetimes loins of veaV^ 

an4 
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ahd fometimes fowl or venifon. This good 
lady was a widow fcarce turned of thirty, very 
handfome, very fmarr, and to all appearance, 
not over faithful to her cook, who not only 
furniihed her with vidluals, bread, fugar, and 
oil, but alfo provided her in good wine, all at 
the expence of the archbilhop. 

I was efFedlually improved in the palace of 
his grace, where I played a very pleafant prank 
which is ftill fpoken of at Seville. The pages 
and fome other domeftics, in order to cele- 
brate their mafter's birth-day, took it in their 
heads, to reprefent a comedy. They chofe 
that of the Benavides^; and as they had oc- 
cafion for a boy of my age, to play the part of 
the young king of Leon, they caft their eyes ' 
upon me. The major-domo, who piqued 
liimfelf upon his talent of declamation, under- 
took to inftrudl me, and after he had given me 
a few leffons, affured them, that I would not 
bj5 the worft adror in the play. As our mafter 
was at the expence of the entertainment, no 
cbft was /pared to render it magnificent. A 
theatre was built in the largeft hall of the pa- 
lace, and decorated with great tafte. There 
was a bed of turf made in the back fcene, on 
which I was to appear a-fleep, and the Moor* 
fall upon me to make meprifoner. Whetfthe 
aftors were perfedt In their parts, the arch- 
bilhop fixed the day for the reprefentatioo, and 
did not fail to invite the mofl confiderable 

* Besavides, the lirname of a noble family Id Spain,, defccnd- 
^ frem Alonib the Ninth, Kin$ of C»ilik 

noble- 



G I L B L A S. ^ff 

tloblecnen and ladies of the city to come and 
fee it. The day being come, each adtor was 
bufied with his drefs. As for mine^ it was 
brought to me by a taylor, accompanied by 
our major-domo ; who, having been at the 
trouble of teaching me my part, was alfo pleaf** 
ed to fuperintend my drefs. The tay lordotic* 
ed me with a rich velvet robe, trimmed with, 
gold lace and buttons, with hanging fleeves 
adorned with fringe of the fame metal ; and 
the major-domo himfclf placed upon my head 
a crown of paper, powdered with a quantity 
of fine pearls, intermixed with falfe ftones^ 
Bcfides they girded me with a fafh of pinkHi 
coloured filk wrought with filk flowers ; an^ 
every thing they faid to mefeemed to lend 
me wings to run away with the plunder, A^ 
length the play began about twilight. I open^ 
ed the fcene, by pronouncing fome vcrfes, im- 
porting, that being unable to keep myfeUf 
awake, I was going to abandon myfelf toflum^ 
ber ; at the fame time, I withdrew, and laict 
down on the bed of turf which had been prej 
pared for me ; but inftead of falling a-fleep, I 
began to confider how I could get into the 
ftreet and cfcape with my royal robes. A 
little private ftair that led down under thcthc- 
atre into the hall, feemed proper for the exe- 
cution of my defign. I accordingly got up 
nimbly, and feeing that no body took notice 
of me, flipt down that ftair which conducted 
me into the hall, the dopr of which 1 gained^ 
crying, ** Room, room, I am going to change 
; mjr 
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•tny drefs.** Every one madeway for me, fo 
that in lefs than two minutes I got out oi the 
^palace with impunity, and by favour of the 
night repaired to the houfc of a bravo of my 
acquaintance. 

He was per feftly aftonilhed to feeme in that 
carb ; and when I imparted the affair, he 
laughed until he was ready to burft ; then em- 
^bracing me with fo much the more joy, as he 
^flattered himfelf with the hope of fearing the 
Spoils of the king of Leon, he congratulated 
ctne on having performed fuch a fine ftroke, 
tend told me, that if I wenton at that rate, my 
igenius would one day make a great noife in the 
wotld. After we had fqfEciently made our- 
(felves merry, ** What feall we do with this 
frich drefs ?** (faid I to the bravo) who anfwer- 
fed, " Give yourfelf no trouble on that fcore. 
J know an honeft broker, who ,without cx- 

Sre05ng the leaft curiofity, buys every thing 
at is brought . hioi, provided he likes the 
tbargain ; to-morrow morning I will go and 
tbring him hither." In effeft, the bravo went 
lout next day early, leaving me a-bed in his 
ii:oom,and in two hours returned with the bro- 
^ ker, who carried a yellow bag under his arm, 
•* Friend (faid he to me), this is Signior 
^Ybagnez de Segovia, who, in fpite of the bad 
icocample Ihewn by his brethren of the trader 
;deals with the moft fcrupulous integrity. He 
•ivill tell you to a farthing, the value of this 
drefs that you want to part with, and you may 
-^^depcnd upon his eftimation." ** Yes, cer- 
tainly 
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taSoljr (fs&d die brDk,er.) /Z muf! be a wrebch 
indeed, if I prized a thing uiider the true v^"> 
lue. That is a crime with which I was nevdr 
taxed^ thank God^ and no man fhall ever lay 
It to the charge of Ybagnez de Segovia, Let 
us fee the goods you want to fell^ and I will 
xK)nfcieQtioully tell yoii what they are worth.'* 
** Here they are (faid the bravo, fhewing 
them)^ and you muft allow, that nothing can 
be more magnificent : obferve the beauty of 
that Genoa velvet, and the richnefs of the 
trimming/* <M am quite charmed with it! 
^replied the broker, after he had viewed it at- 
tentively), nothing can be finer/' " And 
*vhat do you think of the pearls of this crown? 
(refumed my friend.) " If they were more 
ronnd (faid Ybagnez), they would be inefti^ 
mable : however, fuch as they are, I think 
them very pretty, and like them as well as the 
reft of the drefs, I fincerely own it (conti* 
xmed he), another rogue of a broker in niy 
place would pretend to defpife the merchan- 
dize, that he might have it cheap, and would 
not be afliamed of offering twenty piftoles for 
it ; but I, who have fome confcience, will give 
forty/' 

> If Ybagnez bad faid a hundred, he would 
not then have been a juft appraifer ; fince the 
pearls, alone, were well worth two hundred 
crowns. The bravo, who had a fellow-feeling 
with htm, faid to me, ** You fee how fortu- 
nate you are in falling into.the hands of «rv 
hooeft man. Signior Ybagnez prizes every 
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..tbirig as if he was upon his death<*bed.^ 
** That is true (faid the broker) and therefore 
I never rife or fall a farthing in my price. Well 
(added he), is it a bargain ? ihall I count out 
the money to you ?*' *^ Stay (replied tht 
bravo), my friend mud firft try on this fuit of 
cloaths, which I defired you to bring for him. 
I am ntiftaken if they won't fit him exaftly." 
Then the broker, untying his bundle, flicwed 
me a doublet and hole,, of a very good dark 
coloured cloth, with filver buttons; the whole 
feemingly half-worn. I got up to try this 
drefs, which, though both too long and too 
wide, appeared to thefe gentlemen^ to have 
been madieon purpofefor me. Ybagnez rated 
it at ten piftoles ; - and as he never abated one 
farthing of what he a&ed, we were obliged to 
comply with his valuation. So he took thirty 
piftoles out of his purfe, and fpread them upon 
the table ; after which, he made another bun- 
dle of my crown and royal robes, which he 
carried off accordingly. 

When he was gone, the bravo faid, " I am 
very well fatisfied with this broker." And 
good reafon he had to be fo : for,' I am fure, 
he gave him one hundred piftoles, at leaft, by. 
tvay of gratification. But he was not content- 
ed with that fum: he took, without ceremony^ 
the half, of the money that lay on the table^ 
leaving the other halftome,and faying, "My. 
dear Scipio,with thefe fifteen piftoles that re- 
main, I advife you to quit this city forthwith ; 
^ for. 
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for, you may be aflbred, that the archbifhop 
will give orders to fearch for you every where^ 
1 ihould be extremely mortified, if, after hav- 
ing fignalized yourfelf by an adtion, which 
will do honour to your hiftory, you fliould 
foolifhly fuffer yourfelf to be apprehended.'* 
I anfwered, that I was fully refolved to leave 
Seville ; and in efFedt, after having bought a' 
hat and fome Ihirts, I gained the vaft and de- ' 
lightful plain that ftretches among the vines 
and olives, to the ancient city of Carmona, 
and, three days after, arrived at Cordova ^. 

I lodged at an inn,, as you enter the great* 
fquare where the merchants live ; and gave • 
myfelf out for the fon of a good family at To- 
ledo, who travelled for my pleafure. I was 
well enough clothed to make people believe 
this ftory, and the landlord was finally con- 
vinced, by the fight of fome piftoles, which 
I let him fee as if by chance. It is probable, 
indeed, that my tender years made him believe 
I was fome little libertine, who had run away 
from his parents, after having robbed them. 
Be this as it will, he did not feem curious to 
know more than what I told him of the mat- 



* Cordova, the ancient Corduba, a city of Andalufia, upon the 
banks o£ the Guadalaquivir : formerly the refulence of the Moorifh 
Kings. It is famous for having given birth to the two Senecas, 
the poet Lucan, the great general Gonzales, and many more per- 
fons of note. The cathedral was heretofore a mofque, built by 
the Moors, after the model of Solomon's temple ; and reckonea 
almoft equal to that of Mecca, in beauty and magnificence : beiog 
fupported by a vail number of marble columns. 7 his city is alfa 
famous for the martyrdom of many faints, who were inhainiinly 
butchered by the lafldclt. 

: Vol. IV* F tcr ; 
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ter ; being, in all likelihood, afraid that his 
curioiity might make me change my lodging. 
For fix ryals a day I lived very well in this 
inn, which was frequented by a good deal of 
<:ompany ; there teing at fupper in the even- 
ihg no Icfs than twelve people at one table. 
It was very <liverting to fee every one eating 
without fpeaking a fyiiable, except one man, 
•who talking inceffantly, at random, compen- 
fated for the ^lence of the reft by his imperti- 
nent prating* H^ affected the wit, told fto 
ries, and endeavoured, by quaint fayings, to 
-entertain the coenpany, who from time to 
time laughed heartily, though not fo much 
at the brightnefs of his fallies, as at his ridi- 
culous behaviour^ 

As for my part, I paid fo little attention to 
the difcourfeof this original, that 1 ihould have 
tifen from fupper without beina able to give 
any account of what be faid, had he not found 
means to intercft me in his converfation. 
•*' Gentlemen (faid he, towards the end of 
our meal), I have kept for the defert a moft 
diverting flory ; an adventure that befel, a few 
days ago, at the palace of the archbilhop of 
Seville. I had it from a batchelor of my ac- 
quaintance, who told me that he was prefent 
when it happened,** Th^fe words difcoa> 
pofed me a good deal ; I did not doubt that it 
was my adventure which he intended to re- 
count : and I was not miftaken. This perfon 
gi^ve a faithful detail of it, and even informed 
me of what 1 did not knov\r; that is^ what hap- 
pened 
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pencd in the hall after my departure : and 
this you fhall hear. 

Scarce had 1 betook myfelf to flight, when 
the Moors, who, according to the perform- 
ance which was reprefented, were to carry me 
off, appeared upon the ftage, with a defign 
of furprifing me on the bed of turf where 
they thought I was afleep ; but when they 
went to feize the king of Leon, they were 
very much aftoniflied to find neither king nor 
knave. The play was immediately interrupt- 
ed ; all the adtors were perplexed ; fome called 
me, others fearched for me ; one hallooed, 
and another curfed me. The archbifhop per- 
ceiving the trouble and confufion that reigned 
behind the fcenes, aiked what was the matter. 
A page, who adled the Graciofo of the piece, 
hearing the prelate's voice, came out and faid 
to his grace : '^ My lord, you need not fear 
that the Moors will take the King of Leon 
prifoner ; he has efcapcd with his royal robes/*^ 
" Heaven be praifed ! (cried the archbiftiop) 
be was very much in the right to fly from the 
enemies of our religion, and efcape the chains 
which they had prepared for him. He has, 
doubtlefs, returned towards Leon, the capital 
of his kingdom ; and I wifli he may get home 
without meeting with any bad accident. Let 
no man go in purfuit of him, for I fhould be 
forry if his Majefty received any mortification 
from mc*'* The prelate having fpoke in this 
manner, ordered my part to be read, and the 

piay to go on. 

Fa CHAP. 
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C H A P. XL 

. The fequel of Scipio's hijlory. 

AS long as my money lafted, the landlord 
treated me with great refped: ; but no 
fooner did he perceive that my finances were 
exhaufted, than he looked cool upon me, 
picked a quarrel, and one morning early de- 
fired me to leave his houfe. I quitted it w.ith 
difdain, and went into a church belonging tq 
the Dominicans, where, while I heard mafs, 
an old mendicant came and ajfked alms of 
me* I took two or three marvedis out of 
my pocket, and giving them to him, faid, 
** Friend, pray to God to fend me fome good 
place : if your prayer is heard, 3'ou fliall not 
repent of your devotion, and may depend 
upon my gratitude." 

At thefe words, the beggar viewed me very 
attentively, and' anfwered with a ferious air; 
" What poft would you have I" *^ I could 
wifh (faid I) to be a lacquey in fome good 
family.** He then afked if my occafions were 
preffing." *' They cannot be more fo (I re- 
fumed) : for, if I have not the good fortune 
of being fettled very foon, there is no me- 
dium ; I muft either die of hunger, or be- 
' take myfelf to your trade." " If you are re- 
duced to fuch neceffity (faid he), you, who 
are not at all calculated for our bufinefs, muft 
be in a very difagreeable fituation : but were 
you in the leaft accuftomed to our way of life, 

you 
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you would prefer it to fervitude, which is-, 
without contradidtion, interior to beggary, 
Neverthelefs, fince you choofe to be a fervant^ 
rather than to live a free and independent life, 
as I do, you Ihall have a mafter immediately. 
Notwithftanding my ap[)earance, I can be of 
ufe to you : therefore, come hither to-morrow 
at the fame hour," 

Refolved to be pundtual, I returned next 
day to the fame place, where I had not been 
long, before the mendicant, coming up to mej 
bid me take the trouble tp follow him. 1 did 
fo ; he conduced me to a cellar nor far from 
the church -, and this was the place of his re- 
fidence. We entered his habitation ; and fit- 
ting down upon a bench, which was at leaft 
a hundred years old, he fpoke to me in this 
manner : ** A good adtion, as the proverb 
fays, always finds its recompencq : you gave 
me charity yeftcrday, and th.at determines me 
to procure a place for you ; and this, pleafe 
God, 1 will foon perform* I am acquainted 
with an old Dominican, called father Alexis, 
who is an holy ecclefialHc, and great confeflbf . 
I have the honour to run his errands, and ac- 
quit myfelf in that employment with fo much 
fidelity and difcretion, that he never refufes tp 
ufe his intereft for me and my friends. I have 
fpoke to Kim of you in fuch a manner, that 
he is difpofed to do you fervice ; and I will 
prefent you to his reverence whenever you 
pleafe." ** There is not a moment to lofc 
(faid I to the old beggar) : let us go inftantly 

F 3 to 
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to the good friar." The mendicant confented^ 
•and carried me forthwith to father Alexis, 
whom we found in his room, bufy in writing 
fpiritual letters. He interrupted his work to 
fpeak to me, and told me, that, at the re- 
qucrt of the mendicant, he would intereft 
himfelf in my behalf, " Having been in- 
formed (added he) that Signior Balthazar Ve- 
lafquez wanted a lacquey, I wrote this morn- 
ing in yonr favour; and be hsw anfwered^ 
that he will receive you implicitly on my 
recommendation. You^ may, this very day, 
go to him from me; he is my penitent and 
'friend.** The monk, on this occafion, ex- 
horted me, during three quarters of an hour, 
to do my duty with fidelity and diligence^ 
He enlarged particularly on the obligation f 
'was under to ferve Velafquez with zeal : after 
which, he affured me that he would take care 
to maintain me in my poft, provided my mrf- 
ter fliouH be pleafed with my behavioui*. 
Having thanked the monk for his generofity, 
1 came out of the convent with the beggar; 
who told me, that Signior Balthazar Velaf- 
quez was an old rich woollen-draper, of grcait 
meeknefs and fimplicity. *^ I dare fay (add- 
ed he) that you will be perfeftly happy in his 
■family.** I inquired whereabouts the citizen 
lived, and went immediately to his houfc, 
after having promifcd to make an ackho^v- 
ledgment to the beggar, as foon as I fhould 
take root in my place. I entered a large (hop, 
where twa well drefled apprentices were walk- 



ing 
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ing fo and fro, in cxpcftarion of cuftomers; 
and afkfns: if their malter was at home, told 
them I had a mcirao.e to him from father 
Alexis. At the mention of that venerable 
name, I wa^ flievvn into the back fhop, where 
the merchant fat at a bureau, turning over 
the leaves of a large day-book. 1 fainted hina^ 
with great refped:, faying^ while I advanced, 
" Signior, 1 am the young man whom the 
reverend farhcr Alexis recommended to you 
for- a lacquey.'' ** Ha !' welcome, my child 
(faid he) ; that holy man's recommendation fs 
fufficient. I receive thee into my fervice in 
preference to three or four lacqueys that were 
lent by other people. It is agreed ; thy wages 
rtpn up from this day forward.** 

I had not been long in the fervice of this 
citizen, before I perceived him tabe jtrft fuchc 
a mati as the beggar had defer ibed, ni$ 11 m- 
plicity feemed even fo great, that I couW not 
help thinking I (hould find fome difficulty in 
abftaining from pbying him fome trick or 
other. He had been a widower four years, 
and had two children ; a fon turned of five- 
and-twenty, and a daughter going in her 
fifteenth year, who being brought up by a fe* 
vere duenna, and diredted by father Alexis, 
walked in the path of virtue : but Gafpard 
Velafquez her brother, though nothing had 
been fpared in his education, had all the vicei 
of a young fpendthrift. He fometimes lay 
two or three nights abroad ; and if, at his re- 
turn, his father took it into his head to re- 

F 4 ' primanA 
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primand him, Gafpard impofed filence upon 
him, in a tone ftill higher than that of the old 
man. 

^* Scipio (faid the draper to me one day), 
I have a fon who is the fole plague of my life; 
he is plunged in all manner of debauchery : a 
circumftance that furprifes me very much ; for 
his education was by no means ncglecfted. 1 
gave him good matters, and my friend Alexis 
hath done his utmoft endeavour to put him 
in the right road ; but he could not fucceed : 
Gafpard is fallen into a ftate of libertinifm; 
Thou wilt fay, perhaps, that I treated him 
;t0Q. gently in the beginning of his youth ; and 
ith^t he was undone by my indulgence ; but 
that was not the cafe ; he was always chaftifed 
jwheft,! thought he defcrved to be ufed with 
rigour : for^ good-natured as I am, 1 have 
refolution enough when there is occafion fcM: 
it. I have even ordered him to be confined; 
and the confequcnce was, he became more 
wicked than ever. In a word, he has one of 
thofe bad. difpofitions which cannot be im- 
proved by good example, remonftrances, oir 
(chaftifement. Heaven alone can work that 
miracle/' 

, If I was not much moved at the forraw of 
thi$ unhappy father, at leafl: I pretended to be 
jfo, " How much are you to be pitied. Sir! 
(faid I) a good man, like you, deferves to 
have a much better fon.'* " Heaven, my 
child (anfwered he), is pleafed to deprive me 
of that confolation. Among other caufes which 

Gafpard 
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Gafpard gives me to complain of him (added 
he), I will tell thee in confidence, there is one 
that makes me very uneafy : that is, the in- 
clination which he has to rob mc, and which 
he but too often finds means to fatisfy, in fpite 
of all my vigilance. The lacquey whom yoa 
fucceed was in concert with him, and for 
that reafon turned away. As for thee, I hope- 
thou wih not fufTer thyfelf to be corrupted by 
my fon ; but efpcjufe my inrerert, as father 
Alexis his, dnnbrlefs, exhorted thee." " That 
ril anfwer for (laid I) ; his reverence exhorted 
me a whol: hour to have nothing in view 
but your advantage : but I can aflure you I 
had no need of being exhorted to that : I feel 
myfelf difpofcd to lerve you faithfully, and 
my zeal will prove icfelf on all occafions." 

He who hears one fide only, hears nothing,. 
Young Velafquez, who was a devilifh beau, 
judging by my phifiogitomy that I w^ould be 
as eafily feduced as my predeceflbr, took mc 
afide into a private place, and fpokcto mc in 
thefe terms : " Hark'ee, my dear, I am per- 
liiaded that my father has charged thee to be 
a fpy upon my adtions : take care of thyfelf: 
I give thee notice before-hand, that thy em- 
ployment is hone of the moft agreeable. If 
ever 1 perceive that thou makeft thy remarks 
«pon me, I will cudgel thee to death : where- 
as if thou wilt affilt me in cheating my fa- 
ther, thou mayeft depend upon my gratitude;. 
Muft I be more plain with thee ? Thou ihalt 
lave a ihare of the purchafe. Make thy choice 

F 5 therefore. 
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therefore^ and declare this inftant either for 
the father or fon ; for I will admit of no neu- 
trality." 

*' Sir (anfwered I), you are very fliort with 
me ; and I plainly perceive that I cannot help 
efpoufing your caufe, though in my heart I 
feel a reluctancy to betray Signior Velafqucz.'^ 
** Thou oughteft to make no fcruple in fo 
doing (replied Gafpard) : he is an old mifer, 
who wants to keep me ftill in leading- firings; 
a wretch who denies me the neceflaries of life^ 
in refufing to furnilh me with money for my 
pleafures ; for pleafures arc the neceflaries of 
life, at the age of five-and-twenty i thou muft 
therefore look upon my father in that point 
of view." " Enough, Sir (faid I), there is- 
no fuch thing as holding out again fo jufl a 
caufe of complaint, I offer my fervice to 
fecond 3'ou in your laudable undertakings; 
but let us conceal our mutual intelligence,, 
that your faithful affociatc may not be turned 
out of doors. You will do well^ methinks^ 
in affefting to hate me : f|)eak roughly to me 
before people^ and do not fpare ill language; 
even fome boxes on the ear, and kicks on the 
breech, will not be amifs : on the contrary, 
the more marks of avcrfion you beftow upon 
me, the more confidence will Balthazar have 
in my integrity. As for my part, I will pre- 
tend to avoid your converfation : in fcrving 
you at table, I will feem to acquit myfclf 
with regret i and when I talk of you to the 

apprentices, 
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apprentices^ don't take it ill that I rail at you 
with great bitternefs.'' 

** Jigad ! (cried Velafquez, hearing my laft 
words) I admire thy genius, my friend : thou 
fheweft, at thy age^ an aftonifhing capacity 
for intrigue, from whence I conceive the moft 
happy prefage ; for I hope, with thy affifb* 
ance^ 1 fhall not leave my father one fingle 
piftole.''^ *' You do me a great deal of ho* 
nour (faid I) in depending fo much on my in- 
duftry : I will do my utnioft endeavour to 
juftify the good opinion you have of. my ut\r 
derdanding ; and if I fail, at lead it ihall not 
be my fault/' 

It was not long before I let Gafpard fee that 
I was adlually the man he wanted; and this 
is the firft fervice I did him : Balthazar*^ 
flrong box ftood in his chamber^, juft by his 
bed-fide, and ferved him initead of a pew for 
prayer. Every time 1 looked at it, my eye- 
fight was regaled ; and I frequently faid to 
myfelf, " l^riend ftrong box,, muft thou be 
always locked to me ? Shall I never have th^ 
plealure of contemplating thy contents ?" A5 
i went whenever I pleafed into this chamber, 
which was forbid to nobody but Gafpard, 1 
happened one day to perceive hisfather,. who 
thinking himfelf unobfecved, after havings 
opened and locked his ftrongbox,. concealed 
the key behind a hanging* I marked th^ 
place well,^ and imparted my difcoverj' to my 
young mafter, who embraced me with joy,, 
^yi^gj " Ah, my dear Scipio ! what a charii>- 

F 6 in^ 
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ing piece of news is this ! Our fortune is 
made, my. child. 1 will this very day give 
thee wax, with which thou mayeft take the 
impreffion of the key, and put it into my 
hands, v I Ihall eafily find an obliging lock* 
fmith in Cordova; in which, thank heaven, 
there is no fcarcity of rogues/' 

** But why (faid I to Gafpard) would you 
make a falfe key, when we can ufe the true 
one ?'*. " Becaufe (anfwered he) my father^ 
through diftruft, or fome other motive, may 
take it in his head to hide it elfewhere ; and 
therefore it is better to have one for ourfelves.'* 
1 approved of his caution ; and yielding to 
his inclination, prepared for taking the im- 
preffion of the key. This was executed one 
morning early, while my old mafler paid a 
vifit to father Alexis, with whom he had 
ufually long converfations. This was not all; 
I ufed the key in opening the box, which be^ 
ing filled with large and fmall bags, threw 
me into a charming perplexity : I did not 
know which to choofe, fuch afFeftions did I 
conceive for both kinds.^ Neverthelefs, as 
the fear of being furprifcd did not permit me 
to make a long fcruirny, I laid hold of one of 
the largeft at a venture : then locking the 
coflTer, and replacing the key behind the 
hangifigs, I quitted the chamber with my 
prey, which I went and concealed under my 
ted, in a fmall wardrobe where I lay. 

Having performed this operation fo fuccefs- 
fully^i I went immediately to the young Ve^ 

2 lalquez> 
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lafquez, who waited for me in a houfe where 
he had appointed to meet me, and gave him 
infinite joy, by telling what I had done. He 
was fo well fatisfied, that he loaded me with 
carefles, and generoufly offered me the half 
of the money that was in the bag : but that I 
refufed, faying, " No, no. Sir; this firft bag 
is your own ; ufe it for your occafions : I will 
foon return to the flrong box, where, thank 
heaven, there is money enough for us both/' 
In effedt, three days after this I carried off a 
fecond bag, containing, as the former, five 
hundred crowns, of which I would receive 
one fourth only, notvvithftanding the prefling 
inftances of Gafpard, that it fliould be equally 
divided between us. 

As foon as this young ^man found himfelf 
well ftocked, and confequently in a condition 
to fatisfy his paflion for women and play, he 
abandoned himfelf entirely to both : he had 
even the misfortune to fall in love with one of 
thofe famous coquets, who devour and fwal- 
low the largeft patrimonies in a very little 
time ; and being at a terrible expence on her 
account, laid me under the necefEty of pay- 
ing fo many vifits to the flrong box, that at 
length old Velafquez perceived himfelf robb^ 
cd. " Scipio (faid he one morning), I muft 
tell thee a fecret : fomebody robs me, my 
friend : my flrong box has been opened, and 
feveral bags taken out : this is certain. Who 
muft be taxed with this theft ? Or rather, who 
clfe than my fon Gafpard^ who has entered my 

chamhec 
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chamber by ftealth, or been introduced by 
thee : for 1 am tempted to believe thee his ac- 
complice^ though you feem to hate one an- 
orherfo much. Neverthelefs, I will notliften 
to my fufpi-cion, fince father Alexis hath an- 
fwered for thy fidelity,.'*' I replied, thar, thank 
heaven, I never coveted my neighbours wealth; 
and accompanied that lye with an hvpocritical 
grimace, which fei ved inftead of an apology. 

The old man, fure enough, faid no more 
of the matter ; but he did not leave off in- 
eluding me in his fufpicion ; and taking his 
precautions againft our attempts, ordered his 
ftrong box to be fecured by another lock, the 
key of which he always kept in his pocket. 
By thefe means, all commerce between us and 
the bags being broken, we looked very filly, 
cfpccially Gafpard, who being no longer able 
to gratify the extravagance of his nymph, was 
afraid of lofing the privilege of vifiting her. 
He had genius enough, however, to invent 
an expedient which fupported his expence a- 
few days longer : and that ingenious (hift was, 
to appropriate to himlVlf, by way of loan, 
all my fliare of the evacuations which I had 
performed on the ftrong box. I gave it all to 
the very lafl: piece ; and this, methinks, may 
pafs for anticipated reftitution which 1 made 
to the old merchant, in the perfon of bis heirr 

The young man, when he had cxhaufted 
this refource, confidering that he bad now 
none left, fell into a profound and gloomy fit 
of melancholy^ which gradually difordered his 

reafon* 
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reafon. He looked upon his father as the only 
plague of his life ; he was feized with the 
moft violent defpair ; and, without liftening 
to the voice of Nature, the wretch conceived 
the horrible defign of poifoning his parent. 
He not only communicated this execrable pro- 
jedt to me, but even propofed that 1 ftiould 
be the inftrument of his vengeance. Being 
ftruck with horror at the propofal, " Sii* (faid 
I), is it poffible that you Ihould be fo abandon- 
ed by heaven, as to form this abominab'e re- 
fol'Jtion ? What I are you'capable of murder- 
ing the author of your own being? Shall it 
be faid, that in Spain, in the very bofom of 
Ghriftianity, a crime was committed, the very 
idea of which raifes horror in the moft barba- 
rous nations ? No, my dear matter F (added 
I, falling onmy^nees before him) no, you 
will not commit an aftion which would juftly 
incenfe the whole world againft you, and be 
attended with the moft infamous chaftife- 
ment. 

I faid a great many things more to dif- 
fuade Gafpard from fuch a guilty undertaking. 
I don't know where I found all the arguments 
of a virtuous man, which I ufed to combat 
his defpair : but certain it is, I fpoke like a 
dofl:or of Salamanca, though 1 was but a boy, 
and no other than the fon of Cofcolina. Ne- 
.yerthelefs, in vain did! reprefent to him that 
he ought to refleft ferioufly, and courageoufly 
repel thofe deteftable fentiments which bad 
taken pofTeffion of his foul ; all my eloquence 

was 
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was inefFedtual. He bung his head, and re- 
mained in fullen filence; fo that I concluded 
he would not fwcrve from his refolution, not- 
withftanding all I could fay. 

Whereupon, I went and demanded a pri- 
vate converfation with my old mafler ; to 
whom, when we were (hut up in a room to- 
gether, I faid, " Suffer me, Sir, to throw my- 
felf at your feet, and implore your mercy /^ 
So faying, I fell down before him in great 
agitation, with my countenancebathed in tears. 
•^ The merchant, furprifed at my proftration, 
and the diforder of my looks, alked what I 
had done : " A deed (I replied) of which I 
now heartily repent, and with which I will 
upbraid myfelf as long as I live. I have been 
weak enough to lillen to your fon, and to affift 
him in ftealing your monejfiJt 1 then made a 
fincere confeffion of all tli^t had paffcd on 
that fubjed: : after which I gave him an ac- 
count of the converfation 1 had with Gafpard, 
whofe defign 1 revealed, without forgetting 
the lead circumftance. 

Bad as his opinion of his foti was, old Ve- 
lafquez could fcarce credit my information, 
the truth of which, however, having no rea- 
fon to doubt ; ^' Scipio (faid he, raifing me, 
for 1 was ftill on my knees), I pardon thee, in 
confideration of the important notice thou haft 
"given me. Gafpard (added he, raifing his 
voice), Gafpard has a defign upon my life ! 
Ah ungrateful fon! ah monfter ! who had bet- 
ferbeen fiifled in the birth^ than allowed 'ta 

live 
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live and become a parricide ! what caufe haft 
thou to attempt my life ? I aPow thee a rea- 
fonable yearly fum for thy pleafures, and thou 
art not fatisfied ? Muft I permit thee to fquan- 
der away my whole fortune ?'* Having utter- 
ed this bitter apoftrophe, he laid injundions 
tjpon me to keep thefecret, and faid he would 
confider what was to be done in fuch a deli^ 
cate conjunfture. 

I was very anxious to know what refolution 
this unfortunate father would take, when that 
Very day he fent for Gafpard, and fpoke thus 
to him, without manifefting a tittle of what 
he had in his head. ^* Son, I have received 
a letter from Merida, importing, that if you 
choofe to marry, you may have a maiden of 
that place, who is but fifteen years old, per- 
feftly handfome, and miftrefs of a good fori- 
tune ; if you have no reluftance to the mar** 
riage, we will fet out' early to morrow for 
Merida, vifit the lady who is propofed, and if 
you find her to your liking, you (hall efpoufe 
her- forthwith." Gafpard hearing mention 
made of a good fortune, which he thought 
was already in his clutches, anfwered without 
hefitation, that he was ready to go : fo that 
next morning at day break, they departed by 
themfelves, mounted on, two good mules. 

When they had got as far as the mountains 
of Fefira, into a place as much frequented by 
robbers as dreaded by travellers, Balthazar 
alighted, defiring his fon to do the fame : the 
young man obeyed, and aiked the reafon of 

their 



114 The ADVENTURES of 

their quitting their mules m that phce. ^ 

will tell thee (anfwered the old man, darti 

at him a look in which his grief and indigi 

tion were painted) ; we have no bufinefs 

Merida; and the marriage which I menti< 

cd, is only a fable I invented to bring thee 

ther. I am not ignorant, ungrateful and i 

natural fon ! I am not ignorant of the crii 

which thou haft hatched ; I know that I am 

be pfefented with poifon prepared by the 

but, fool that thou art, doll thou flatter il 

fcif that thou can ft deprive me of my li 

in that manner, with impunity ? Thou 

miftaken, thy guilt would foon be difcover< 

and thou wouldcft perifti by the hand of t 

hangman. There is (added he) a furcr tr 

thod of {atiating thy rage^ without expofi 

tbyfelf to an ignomintous death : we are h( 

without witncflies, in a place where murdi 

arc committed every day : fincc thou art 

eftranged from my blood, plunge thy poigna 

into my bofom, and the murder will be it 

puted to robbers." So faying, Belthazar hi 

ing his breaft, and pointing to his hea 

** Here Gafpard (added he), ftrike the mc 

tal blow, and punifli me for having given b 

ing to fuch a wretch as thee.'* 

Young Velafquez, thunderftruck at the 
words, far from feeking to juftlfy hamfel 
fell, without fenfe or motion, at his fathei 
feet. The good old man feeing him in th 
condition, v^rhich feemed to be the beginnir 
of repentance,^ could not help yielding to h 

patern 
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paternal wcaknefs^ and of flying to his affift- 
aiice: but Gafpard f>o fooner recovered the 
ufe of his reafon, than, being unable to bear 
the prefence of a father fo jutlly inccnfcd, he 
made an effort to get up, mounted his mule, 
add rode off without fpcaking a word. Bal- 
thazar let him go, and leaving him to the re- 
morfe of his own confcien:e, returned to Cor- 
dova, where, fix months after, he learned that 
his fon had thrown himfelf into the monaftery 
of Carthufians at Seville, there to pafs the 
reft of his days in penitence. 



CHAP. XII. 

The conclujion of Scipio*s Hiftoty. 

BAD example fomettmes produces good 
effcds. The condudt of young Velafquer 
''^Jade me reflefl: ferioufly upon my own ; I 
.^gan to combat my thievifh inclinations, and 
.^'Vc like an honeft man. The habit of feizing 
^U the money I could lay my hands on, was. 
'^ much confirmed in me, by repeated adts> 
,^nat it was not eafily vanquilhed. Neverthc- 
. ^fs, I did not defpair of fucceeding, imagin- 
^g, that to become virtuou-s, required only a 
*^ncere defire of being fo. I therefore under- 
cook this great work, and heaven feemed to 
'^^lefs my efforts; I no longer beheld the old 
^erchant*s ftrong box with a covetous eye; 
^•nd I believe that had it been in my power, I 
Oiould not have touched one of his bags : I 

own^ 
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own, howeverj that it would have been very 
imprudent in him, to put my infant integrity 
to fiich a proof; and therefore, Velafquez 
took care not to do it. 

Don Manriquez de Medrano, a young 
gentleman, and knight of the order of Alcan- 
tara, came frequently to our houfe ; we bad 
his cuftom, and if he was not the beft, he was, 
at leaft the moft noble of thofe who ufed the 
Ihop. I had the good fortune to pleafe that 
cavalier, who, every tifme he met me, encou- 
raged me to fpeak, and feemed to liften with 
pleafure to what I faid. " Scipiq (faid he 
one day), if I had a lacquey of thy humour, I 
fliould think myfclf in poffeffion of a treafurcj 
and if thou didft not belong to a man, for 
whom I have a regard, 1 would do my endea- 
vour to debauch thee from his fervice*" *^Sit 
(faid I), you would find it a very eafy tafk: 
for I have an inclination to ferve people of 
quality, that is my foible, I am charmed by 
their eafy behaviour." ^* If that be the cafe 
(replied Don Manriquez), I will defire Signior 
Balthazar to confcnt to thy leaving him and 
coming into my fervice ; I don't believe he 
will refufe me that favour." Indeed, Velaf- 
quez granted it the more eafily, as he did not 
think the lofs of a roguifli lacquey irreparable ; 
for my own part, I was glad of the change; 
the valet of a citizen appearing to me a mere 
beggar in comparifon to the lacquey of a 
knight of Alcantara. 

To 
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To draw a faithful pidiure of my new pa- 
tron, I muft tell you that he was a cavalier 
endowed with a moil amiable perfon, and 
with fuch fweetnefs of temper and cultivated 
underftanding as captivated every body who 
knew him : befides, he had a great deal of 
courage and probity, and wanted nothing but 
fortune :• being cadet of a family more illuftri- 
ous than rich, he was obliged to fubfift at the 
expence of an old aunt who lived at Toledo, 
and who loving him as herownfon, took care 
to furnifli him with what money he wanted; 
he went always handfomely dreflTcd, and was 
perfectly well received every where. He vifit- 
cd the principal ladies of the city, and a- 
inong others, the marchionefs of Almenara, 
a widow of feventy-two years of age ; who, 
by her engaging behaviour and agreeable wit, 
allured the whole nobility of Cordova to her 
houfe. Men as well as 'women delighted in 
her converfation, and her family was ftyled 
the police company. 

My matter, who was one of the moft afli- 
duous vifitors of that lady, came home from 
her houfe, one evening with an enlivened look 
that was not natural to him : upon which, I 
[aid, " Signior, you feem to be ftrangely 
elevated : may your faithful fervant a(k the 
::aufe ? hath not fomething extraordinary hap- 
pened ?" The knight fmiled at that queftion, 
md owned he was actually engrofled by a fe- 
•ious converfation which he had enjoyed witK 
;he marchioi^efi^ of Almenara. <^ I heartily 

wilh 
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wi(h (faid I laughing)/ that the fuperanuated 
toaft may have made a declaration of love to 
j'ou." ** Jefting apart (anfwered he), know, 
my friend, that 1 am really beloved by the 
marchionefs/* ^* Chevalier (faid flie to me), 
I know the fmallnefs of your fortune, as well 
as the noblenefs of your birth; I have an in- 
clination for you, and am refolved to make you 
eafy in your circumftances, by marrying you, 
as 1 cannot decently make your fortune any 
other way. I know very well that this mar- 
riage will bring upon me the ridicule of the 
world; that fcandai will be very bufy at my 
cxpence ; and that, in Ihort, I (hall pafs for 
an old fool, who muft needs have another huf- 
band. No matter, 1 intend to defpife (lander, 
in order to make you happy : all that I fear 
(added (he), is, that you may po(fibly have a 
reludlance to comply with my intentions. 
This (continued the knight) is thefubjeftof 
her diicourfe, which furprifed me the more, 
as die is the moft virtuous and prudent woman 
in Cordova ; 1 anfwered, therefore, I was 
alloniihed (lie (hould do me the honour of 
oftering me her hand; (he who had always 
perfifted in the refolution of prefcrving her 
widowhood to the lafl: : to this (he replied, 
that having a confiderable eftate, (he (hould be 
glad in her life- time, to (hare it with a man of 
honour, whom (he efteemed.'* " You arc 
then, 1 fuppofe (faid I) determined to hazard 
the leap." *^ Canft thou doubt it? (he re- 
plied). The marchionefs pofiefles immeofc 

wealth 
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Xfealth, together with excellent qualities both 
Df the heart and head ; and I mult have loft 
my judgment indeed, if I rejedtcd fuch an 
advantageous fettlement," 

I very much ap|)roved of my matter's de- 
figDj to lay hold of this fair occafion to make 
his fortune, and even advifed him to pufh 
matters, fo much was I afraid to fee her incli- 
nations change. Luckily the lady, who had 
the affair ftill more at heart than 1 had, gave 
fuch expeditious orders, that the preparations 
were foon made for her marriage. As foon as 
it was known at Cordova, that the old mar- 
chionefs of Almenara was going to marry 
young Don Manriqucz de Medrano, the wits 
began to make themfelves merry at the wi- 
dow's ex[)cnc€ : but in vain did they exhauft 
their (lock of raillery, they could not divert 
her from her defign ; Ihe let the whple city 
talk, and followed her knight to the altar : 
their nuptials were celebrated with fuch f[)len- 
iour as afforded newmatter torfcandal. '< The 
)ride (faid they) might have, at leaft for the 
ike of decency, fupprefled all noife and 
lomp, which but ill becomes old widows who 
ararry young hufbands.** 

The marchionefs, inftead of appearing a- 
wmed of being, at her age, wife to the che- 
alier, indulged herfelf without conftraiat, in 
» joy which fbe felt on this occafion : flie 
ad a grand entertainment at her houfe, ac- 
wnpanied by a concert of mufic,. and the 

feaft' 
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feaft ended in a ball, at which were prefcnt 
all the nobility of Cordova. Towards the 
end of the ball, our new married couple dipt 
off and met: in an apartment, where being fhut 
up with a waiting woman and me, the mar- 
chionefs addrefled herfelf to my matter id 
thele words : " Don Manriquez, this is youi 
apartment ; mine is in another part of the 
houfe; we willpafsthe night in feparate cham- 
bers, and in the day we will live together, like 
mother and fon. The knight was, at firft, mif: 
taken, and believed that the lady talked thuS| 
only to engage him to offer foft violence to 
her delicacy ; imagining, therefore, that he 
ought, out of pure politenefs, to aft the paf- 
fionate lover, he approached her, and eagerly 
endeavoured to ferve her in quality of valet dc 
chambre; but flie, far from allowing him to 
undrefs her, puflied him away with a feriou! 
air, faying: " Holdy Don Manriqiez ; if yoi3 
take me lor one of thofe amorous old widowf 
who marry again out of frailty, you are de- 
ceived ; I did not efpoufc you, to make yoi 
buy the advantages which ycu will reap fron 
our contraft of marriage ; thefe are the pur 
offerings of my heart, and I exaft nothing ii 
return but fentiments of friendfhip/' So lay 
ing, Ihe left my matter and me in our apart 
ment, and retired into her own, with her wait 
ing-maid, abfolutely forbidding the chevalie 
to follow her. 

After her retreat, we remained a good while 
confounded at what we had heard. *' Scipic 

(fail 
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({aid tny m^fter), didft thou ever hear fuch a 
difcourfe as that of the marchionefs ? What 
doft thou think of fuch a lady ?" *« I think. 
Sir (anfwered 1), that ihe has not her fellow ; 
you arc happy in having fuch a wife, which i< 
like the pofTeffion of a benefice without cure 
of fouh." " As for my part (replied Don 
Manriquez), I admire a fpoufe of fuch an in- 
eftimable chara&er, and I intend to compen« 
fate^with ^11 imaginable attention^ the facnfice 
which ftie makes to her delicacy.'* Having 
converfed fome time about the lady, we went 
to reft; I upon a truckle-bed in a wardrobe, 
and my mafter in a fine bed prepared for him, 
where, I believe at bottom, he was not forry 
to lie alone, and to be quit for his fear only. 

The rejoicings began. again next day, and 
the new married lady appeared in fuch good 
bumour, as to afford fcope to the railers. She 
was the firft to laugh at what they faid ; nay, 
5?cn excited others to laugh, by receiving their 
allies with a good grace. The knight, for 
lis part, feemed no lefs fatisfied with his 
poufe, and by the tender glances with which 
le looked and fpoke to her, one would have 
bought that old age was his tafte : this hap- 
y couple had in the evening a new converfa- 
ioD, in which it was decided, that, without 
ifturbing one another, they Ihould live, for 
le future, in the fame manner as before 
larriage : mean while I muft do Don Man- 
qucz the juftice to fay, that out of confi- 
cration for his wife, he did what few huf- 

VoL, IV. G bands 
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bands would have done in his place : he a- 
•band'oned a girl in the city, whom he loved, 
•arid of whom he was beloved ; being refolved 
{as lie faid) to maintain no commerce which 
would fcem to infult the delicate condud of 
his wife towards him. 

While he gave this old lady fuch ftrong 
marks of gratitude, Ihe repaid them with ufu- 
ry, though Ihe was ignorant of this behaviour, 
and made him mafter of her ftrong- box, which 
was even better replenilhed than that of Vc- 
lafquez : as Ihe had retrenched her houfc- 
•keeping during her widowhood, Ihe put it a- 
gain on the fame footing on which it had been 
in the life-time of her firft hulband : ihein- 
creafed the number of her fervants, filled her 
ftable with horfes and mules ; in a word, by 
her gencrofiiy, the chevalier, who was the 
pooreft, became the richeft knight of Alcan- 
tara. You will afk, perhaps, what I gorby 
all this ? I received fifty piftoles from my 
millrcfs, and one hundred from my maftcr, 
who, moreover, made me his fe<:ret3ry, with 
an appointment of five hundred crowns ; be 
had even fo much confidence in my integrity, 
that he created me his treafurer. 

*' His treafurer !" (cried I, interrupting Sci- 
pio with a loud laugh.) *' Yes, Sir (he re- 
plied with a dry ferious look) no lefs than hi$ 
treafurer; and Til venture to fay, that I ac- 
quitted myfelf in that employment with ho- 
nour. True it is, I am, perhaps, fome.vhat 

indebted 
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indebted to cafh; for, as I took my wages 
per advance, and quitted the knight's fervice 
fuddenly, it is not impoffible that I xnay now 
be in arrears : at any rate, it is the laft re- 
proach that I have deferved, having always 
afted with probity fincethat time. 

I was, therefore (continued the fon of Cof- 

cdlina), fecretary and treafurer to Don Man- 

Tiquez, who feemed as well fatisfied with me 

as I was with him ; when he received a letter 

from Toledo, importing that his aunt Donnai 

Theodora Mofcofo was at the point of death • 

He fet out inftantly, to fee that lady, who had 

been a mother to him for many years ; and I 

accompanied him in this journey, together 

with a valet de chambre and one lacquey* 

Being all mounted on the bed horfes in our 

Itables, we foon got to Toledo, where we 

found Donna Theodora in- fuch a condition as 

gave us hopes that (he would not die of that 

diftemper; and truly our prognoftic, though 

contrary to that of an old phyfician who at* 

tended her, was verified by the event. 

While the health of our good aunt was re- 
jftablifhing, lefs, perhaps, by the remedies 
he took, than by the prefence of her dear ne- 
>hewj Mr. Treafurer paffed his time as agree- 
ibly as he could, with young people, whofe 
icquaintance foon introduced him to occafions 
)f Spending his money. They fometimes car- 
ied me to the tennis court, where they engag- 
^ me in play ; and as I was not fo expert a 
jamefier as my mafter Dorf Abel^ I loft much 

G 2 ofttr^tt 
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oftener than I won. I conceived infenfibly an 
inclination for play ; and if I had entirely aban- 
doned myfelf to that paffion, it would, doubt- 
lefs, have compelled me to take from our calh 
fpme quarters of my $llowance per advance : 
but luckily, love faved both my own virtue 
and my matter's money. One day, as I paffcd 
by the church de los Reyes I perceived, through 
a lattice the curtains of which were withdrawn, 
a young maid who feemed rather a divinity 
than a mortal. I would ufea term ftill ftrong. 
er, if there was any, to denote the impreffioo 
which flie made upon my heart. I made it 
in.y bufinefs to get information about her, and 
by dint of enquiry, learned that her name 
was Beatrice, and that Ihe wis waiting- maid 
to Donna Julia, fecond daughter of the count 
de Polan. 

Beatrice interrupted Scipio with a loud 
laugh ; then addreffing herfelf to my wife, 
^* Beautiful Antonia (faid ihe), pray look 
fteadfaftly on me. Don't youthink I have the 
air of a divinity ?" " You had at that time \ik 
my eyes (faid Scipio to her), and fincclno 
longer fufpedt your fidelity, you feem tome 
fairer then ever." My fecretary after fuch \ 
gallant repartee, purfued his hiftory thus. 

This difcovery quite inflamed me; not 
indeed with a legitimate ardour, for I inaa- 
gined that I (hould eafily triumph over h 
virtue, by prcfcnts capable of Shaking it ; but 
1 judged amifs of the chafte Beatrice, in valo 
did 1 oiFer.her (by means of mereeaairy vwopien) 

4 niy 
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my purfe and afFedion ; Ihe rejedted my pro- 
pofals with difdain. Her refiftance increafed 
my defires. I had recourfe to the laft expe- 
dient^ and offered my handj which (he accept- 
ed, when Ihe knew that I was fecretary and 
tfeafurer to Don Manriquez. As we thought 
it convenient to conceal our marriage for fome 
time, we were wedded privately, in prefence 
of dame Lorenfa Sephora, governefs of Se- 
raphina, and fome other domeflics belong- 
ing to the count de Polan. As foon as I had 
ibarried Beatrice, Ihe facilitated the means of 
feeing and converfing with her at night in the 
garden, into which I introduced myfelf by a- 
httle door, of which (he gave me the key*. 
Never were tfian and wife happier in one an- 
other than Beatrice and I. We waited witb 
equal impatience for the hour of rendezvous^* 
ran thither with equal eagernefs ; and the time 
which we fpent together^ though ir was fome- 
t!mes pretty long> feemed bm a moment ta* 
both. 

One night, which was as fatal to me as the 
others had been propitious, I was furprifed, at 
entering the garden, to find the little door 
open. 1 was alarmed by this uncommon event, 
from whence I conceived a bad omen. I grew 
put and trembled, as if I had forefeen what 
wis to happen ; and advancing in the dark 
towards an -arbour where I ufed to convcrfc 
with my wife, I heard the voice of a man. I 
riopt all of a fudden, to liften, and my ear 
was immediately faluted with, thefe words,. 
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** Don't let me languifh then, my dear Bea- 
trice ! complete my happinefs, and confider 
that your fortune is conncded with it/* In- 
flead of having patience to hear him to an 
end, I thought there was no occafion for know- 
ing more, A jealous fury took poffeffion of 
my foul ; and breathing nothing but ven- 
geance, I drew my fword, and went haftily 
into the arbour. .**Ahl cowardly feducer 
(cried I), whofoever thou art, thou flialt fooncr 
deprive me of life than rob me of my ho- 
nour/' So faying, I attacked the cavalier who 
was talking to Beatrice, He put himfelf im- 
mediately into a pofture of defence, and fought 
like a man who underftood the art much better 
than I, who had only received a few leflbns at' 
Cordova. Neverthelefs, fwords-man as he. 
was, I made a pufh which he could not par- 
ry, or rather his foot dipt. I faw him fall; 
and imagining that I, had wounded him mor- 
tally, fled as faft as my legs could carry me, 
without anfwering Beatrice, who called me.*' 
** Yes, really (faid his wife, interrupting 
him) I called, in order to undeceive him. The 
cavalier with whom I converfed was no other 
than Don Fernand de Leyva. That noble- 
man, who loved my miftrefs, Julia, had form- 
ed a refolution of carrying her off by force, 
believing it impoffible to obtain her by any 
other means ; and I myfelf had given him a 
meeting in the garden, to concert with him 
the fteps of that undertaking, on which he 
affurcd me my fortune depended : but in vain 

did 
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did I call my hufband ; he avoi(Je^ i;ae as a 
wife that had been unfaithful to him.'* 

" My lituation, at that time, was fuch (re- 
fumed Scipio), as jrepdered me capable of. 
committing any thing. Thofe who know by 
experience what jealoufy is, and to what extra- 
vagance it drives the founded underftandings, 
will not be furprifed at the diforder which it; 
produced in my weak brain. I underwent a, 
momentary tranfition from one extreme to lan- 
other. I felt the emotions of hatred fucceed 
thofe of tendernefs^ which I had entertained 
for my wife a moment before, and made an 
oath to abandon and banifli her for ever from 
my memory. Befides, I thought 1 had killed 
a. cavalier; and in that opinion, being afraid 
of falling into the hand of juftice,i fuffered 
that inconceivable anxiety which inceffantly 
purfues like a fury, the man who has done a 
bad adion. In this horrible fituation, niy 
whole care being to efcape, 1 did not go 
home, but inftantly quitted Toledo, having 
no other baggage than the cloaths on my back. 
True, indeed, I had in my pocket (ixty pi- 
flples, which were a pretty good refource to 
a young man who propofed to live all his life 
tn fervice. 

I walked all night long, or rather ran ; for 
the images of alguazils, which continually 
haunted my imagination, fupplied me ftili 
with new vigour ; and the morning furprilld 
me between Rodillas and Maqueda. When I 
arrived at this laft town, finding myfelf a little 
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comparable to thofe that I compofc. I will 
treat you this night with a ragout of rabbit 
dreffed in my manner, and you fhall fee whe- 
ther or not I have reafon to boaft of my fkill.'^ 

Thereupon, Ihewing me a fauce-pan, where 

in there was (as he faid) a young rabbit al ^. 
ready minced : " There (added he) is wha^ ^ 
1 intend to give you. When 1 have once piB. t 
in fome pepper, fair, wine, a handful of fwe^ t 
herbs, and other ingredients which I ufe i -w 
my fauces, I hope to ferve you, in a littXe 
time, with a ragout worthy of a judge." 

The landlord, after having thus founded Ik 3s 
own praife, began to drefs fupper ; anTdwhLle 
it was doing, 1 went into the hall, where fin<:3- 
ing\ kind of couch, I lay down, to fleep oS 
my fatigue, having had no reft the night 1> ^- 
fpre. in two hours the carrier wakening n^ c, 
faid, ** Matter, your fupper is ready ; coir^-^* 
if you pleafe, and fit down at table.** The^' ^^ 
lyas Gce In another room, with two cove^^^^' 
it which my fellow-traveller and I fitti^^B 
ijpwn, the ragout was ferved. I attacked ^^ 
with a greedy appetite, and found it of an e--^^' 
quifite relifh, whether hunger made me jud^^S^ 
too favourably of it, or that my fatisfa^iu-^^^ 
was the effedt of the cook's (kill. We h^^" 
alfo a plate of roaft mutton ; and I rcmarkii — "^S 
tliat the carrier did honour to this laft difli o -^^" 
ly, afked why he abftained from theothef. fr^^ 
anfwered with a frtiile, that he did not lo^^'^ 
ragouts. This reply, or rather the fmile wic: ^ 
which it was accompanied, feeming to iiz. ^ 

mvflc:^-* 
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myfterious, " You conceal (faid I) the true 
reafon that hinders you from eating the ra- 
gout; pray, do me the pleafure of letting me 
know It/' ** Since you are fo curious to know 
it (he replied), I will tell you, that 1 have 
loathed all thefe forts of ragouts, fince, in 
going once from Toledo to Cuenja, they 
brought me for fupper at an inn a halhed cat 
inftead of a rabbit, and that gave me a dif- 
guft at all fricaffees." 

The carrier had no fooner fpoke thefe words 
than, in fpite of the hunger that devoured me, 
my appetire forfook me all of a fudden. I 
took it in my head that I had eaten of a pre- 
tended rabbit, and could no longer look at the 
ragout without making wry faces. My com- 
panion did not cure me of this conjedture, 
when he told me, that it was a common thing 
among the inn-keepers of Spain, as well as 
the paftry-cooks, to fubftitute that quid pro 
quo. This difcourfe, you fee, was very con- 
foling : and therefore, I had not the lead in- 
clination to return to the ragou% nor even to 
touch the roaft meat, left the mutton might 
be as much fophifticated as the rabbit. I rofe 
from table, curfing the ragout, the landlord, 
and his inn; and lying down again upon my 
fettee,, pafled the reft of the night more quiet- 
ly than I had expedted. Next morning early, 
after having paid the landlord as handfomely 
as if I had been extremely well treated, I de- 
parted from lUefcas, my imagination ftill fo 
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full of the ragout, that I fancied every ani- 
mal which I faw was a cat. 

I arrived in good time at Madrid, where, 
as foon as I had fatisfied my carrier, I hired i 
fmall room near the Sun-gate. Mine eyes, 
though accuftomed to quality, were dazzled by 
the great concourfe of noblemen, who ufualljT 
appeared in the court-end of the town. I 
admired the prodigious quantity of coaches, 
and the infinite number of gentlemen, pages, 
and lacquies who attended the great. My ad- 
miration redoubled, when going to the king's 
levee, I beheld that monarch furrounded by. 
his courtiers. I was charmed at the fight, and 
faid within myfelf, " I am no longer furprifcd 
at what f have heard, that one cannot poflibly 
conceive the magnificence of the court of Ma- 
drid, without being an eye wirnefs of it: I 
am overjoyed at my coming hither, where I 
forefec I fhall be able to do fomething.** All. 
that I could perform, however, was to- con- 
traft a few unprofitable acquaintances. { gra- 
dually fpent all my money, and thought my- 
felf very lucky in having an opportunity of 
beftowing myfelf, with all my merit, upon a? 
pedant of Salamanca, whom a family-affair 
had brought to Madrid, where he was born,s 
and with whom I grew acquainted by accident* 
I became his fac totum ; and when he returned 
to the univerfity followed him thither 

The name of my new patron was Don Ig* 
natio de Ipigna ; he affumcd the Don, be- 
caufe he had been preceptor to a duke, who, 

by 
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by way of recompence, fettled upon him a 
penfion for life ; he enjoyed anoriier as emeri- 
fus profeffor of the college ; and he drew year- 
ly from the public, a revenue of two or three 
hundred piftoles, by the books of dogmatical 
morality which he printed. The manner in 
which he compofed his works, well deferves^ 
honourable mention. He fpent almoft all the 
day in reading Hebrew, Greek, and Latin au- 
thors, and in writing upon fmall fquare^ of 
paper each apophthegm or brilliant thought 
which he met with. As thefe . fquares were 
filled, he employed me to firing them upon 
wire, in form of a garland, and each garland 
made a volume. What a world of bad hooks 
did we compofe ? every month almoft we fi^ 
niflied two volumes, and immediately the prefs 
groaned with them. What was mod fur- 
prifing, he publifhed thefe his compilings as 
performances entirely rfew ; and if the critics 
thought proper to upbraid him with having, 
pillaged the ancients, he would anfwer with 
moft haughty affurance, Furto Utamtain ipfo.. 
He was alfo a great commentator ; and 
there was fo much erudition in his annotations, 
that he frequently made remarks on things- 
fcarce worthy to be obferved ; and fometimes 
wrote upon his paper fquares, paffages from 
Hefiod and other authors, very little to the 
purpofe. That I improved my underftanding 
in the fervicc of this virtuolbj.it would be un- 
grateful in me to deny. I brought my hand- 
writing to perfcdtion, by dint of tranfcribing 

bis 
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his works. And as in treating me like a pu- 
pil, rather than a valet, he took care to cul- 
tivate my capacity ; he was alfo far from neg- 
ledting my morals, " Scipio (he would fay, 
when he heard of any piece of knavery com- 
mitted by a fervant), beware, my child, of 
following the bad example of that rogue; a 
valet ought to ferve his matter with equal 
fidelity and zeal/' In a word, Don Ignacio 
loft no occafion of inculcating virtue in me; 
and his exhortations had fuch good efied, 
that I was never in the leaft tempted to play 
him a trick during the fifteen months which I 
fpent in his houfe. 

I have already obferved, that Dodtor de 
Ipigna was originally of Madridj^ where he 
had a kinfwoman called Catalina, chamber- 
maid to the prince's nurfe. This waiting- 
maid, who is the fame whom 1 fince madeuTe 
of to procure Signior 4e Santillane's -enlarge- 
ment from the tower of Segovia, being de- 
firous of doing a good office for Don Ignacio, 
engaged her miftrefs to afk a benefice for hin^ 
from the Duke of Lerma, That minifter 
granted him a nomination to the archdeaconry 
of Grenada, which, being a conquered coun- 
try, is in the gift of the King. We fet out 
for Madrid, as foon as we learned this piece 
of news, the Dodtor intending to thank his 
benefaftrefles before he departed to Grenada. 
I had more than one opportunity of feeing 
and fpeaking to Catalina, who was pleafcd 
with my eafy air and gay difpofition. For my 
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part, I found her fo much to my liking, that 
1 Could not help making fuitable returns to 
the little marks of friendihip which flie be- 
ftowed upon me. In fine, we contracted a 
mutual attachment. Forgive this confeffion, 
niy dear Beatrice ; as I believed you falfe, that 
miftake ought to fcreen me from your re- 
proaches. 

Mean while, Doftor Don Ignacio prepar- 
ing for his departure to Grenada, his relation 
and I, frightened atthe reparation that threaten- 
ed us, had recourle to an expedient, which pre- 
ferved us from that misfortune. I feigned 
myfelf fick,complainedof myhead and breaft, 
and afFedted all the fymptoms of a moft vio- 
lent diftemper. My matter called a phyfician, 
who having examined me with care, fincerely 
owned, that my diftemper was a very ferious 
matter ; and that in all likelihood, I ihould 
keep my chamber a long time. 

The Doftor, impatient to be at his cathe- 
dral, did not think proper to delay his de- 
parture, but took another young man into his 
fervice, leaving me to the care of a nurfe, with 
whom he depofited a fum of money, to de- 
fray the expence of my funeral if I Ihould 
die, or to reconipence my fervice if I (hould 
recover of my dileafe. As foon as I underftood 
that Don Ignacio was gone, all my com- 
plaints vanifhed. I got out of bed, difmifled 
my phyfician who had fo much penetration, 
and got rid of my nurfe^ who ftole more than 
half of the money with which Ihe had been en- 

truftcd 



ij6 TTie ADVENTURES- of 

trufted in my behalf. While I afted this part, 
Catalina performed another with her miftrefs 
Donna Annade Guevara, whom, by perfuad- 
ing her that I was admirable in intrigues, ibe 
induced to choofe me for one of her agcntSi 
Madam nurfe, whom her avarice always fti- 
mulated to new undertakings, having occafion 
for fuch people, received me into her family^ 
and in a little time put my abilities to the 
proof. She gave me commiffions which re- 
quired fome addrefs ; and, without vanity, !• 
did not acquit myfelf amifs. Wherefore, (he 
was as well pleafed with me as I had caufe 
to be diflatisfied with her. This lady was fo* 
covetous, that fhe would not allow me thc^ 
leaft fhare of the fruits which fhe reaped from 
my induftry and trouble. She imagined, that- 
flxe adted with great generofity in paying my 
wages punftually. This excefs of avarice- 
would have foon induced me to quit her fer* 
vice, had I not been retained by the afFeftJon 
of Catalina, which kindling every day more 
and more, Ihe propofed, in a formal manner,, 
that I fliould take her to wife. 

" Softly, my dear (faid I), that ceremony 
cannot be performed between us fo foon, I 
muft firft be convinced of the death of a 
young woman who got the ftart of you, and 
to whom (for my fins),' I am married." "Not 
you indeed (replied Catalina) ; you only fay 
{oy to conceal in a polite manner thereluft- 
ance you have to wed me.** In vain did t 
proteft that I fpokc the truth, She looked 

upon 
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]pQn my fincere confeffion as a fliifr^ and be* 
ng offended at it, changed her behaviour to- 
wards me. We did not quarrel, but our cor- 
cfpondence vifibly cooled, and we no longer 
etained for one another any other fentiments 
ban thofe of decency and common regard. 

At this jundlure, I heard that Signior Gil 
ilas de Saniillane, fecretary to the prime mi- 
lifler of the Spanifh monarchy, wanted a lac- 
[uey ; and this place flattered me the more, 
s it was rcprefented the moft agreeable one 
hat I could ]x>flefs. " Signior de Santillanc 
faid people to me) is a perfon beloved by the 
)uke of Lerma, and of confcqiience cannot 
ail of piilhing his fortune a great way : be- 
ides, be is very generous ; fo that, in manag* 
ag his affairs, you will effedually improve 
our own.*' I did not negleft this opportu- 
ity. I went immediately, and prefented my- 
?lf to Signior Gil Bias,' for whom at firft 
ght I felt a growing inclination, and who ad- 
mitted mfe into bis fervicc on account of my 
hyfiognomy. I did not hefitate in quitting 
ic nurfe for him ; and, if it pleafe heaven, 
e fliall be my laft mafler. 
Here Scipio finiflied his hiftory ; then ad- 
refling himfelf to me, ** Signior de Santil- 
me (faid he), pray witnefs for me to thefe 
dies that you have always found me a zea- 
lus and faithful fervant. 1 have need of your 
:ftimony to perfuade them that the fon of 
ofcolina has purged his morals, and that 

vir- 
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virtuous fentiments have fucceded bis vicious 
inclination.'* 

" Yes, ladies (faid I), this is .what I can 
anfwer for : if Scipio in his childhood was a 
real picaroy he has correded his condud fo 
well (ince that time^ that he is now the model 
of a perfedt fervant. Far from having caufc 
to blame his behaviour towards me, I mult 
own that I lie under great obligations to hinK 
The night on which I was apprehended, to 
be carried to the tower of Segovia, he faved 
from pillage, and fecured a part of my efiefts, 
which he might have appropriated to himfelf 
with impunity. He not only prefervcd my 
money, but alfo, through pure friendihipi 
came and fhut himfelf up with me in prifoOi 
preferring the melancholy pleafure of fliaring 
my forrows to all the charms of liberty. 



The End of the Tenth Book. 






THE 









v/^'V-^jsTs'": 



THE 

AD VE N T U R E S 

OF 

GIL BLAS of.Santillane. 

B O O K XI. 

C H A P. I. 

?/7 Bias is overwhelmed with jcy^ which is dif- 
iurbed by a melancholy event. Such changes 
happen at court as induce Santillane to go 
thither again. 

f®@^Have already obferved, that there 
5) I (S wasgreat harmony between Antonia, 
i^^^^® and Beatrice ; the laft being ufed to 
ufvi^ Jft live like a fubmiiBve waiting-woman, 
nd the other habituating herfelf to aft the 
liftrefs. Scipio and I were hnfbands of too 
luch gallantry, and too well beloved by our 
rives, to be long without children : they grew 
regnant almoft at the fame time. Beatrice, 

who 
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who was the firft delivered, brought into the 
world a girl ; and a few days after Antonia 
crowned my happinefs in bringing forth a 
boy. I fent my fecretary to Valencia with 
this piece of news for the governor, who came 
to Lirias with Seraphina, and the marchionefs 
of Pliego, to (land god-mothers to the chil- 
dren, being pleafed to add this token of af- 
fcdtion to thofe I had already received. My 
fon, whofe god-father and god-mother were 
that nobleman and the marchionefs, waschrif- 
tcncd Alphonfo ; and my lady governefs, will- 
ing that I (hould* have the honour of being 
doubly her goffip, flood with me for Scipio's 
daighter, to whom we gave thoname of Se- 
raphina. 

Not only the people of my family were re- 
joiced at the birth of my fon ; the inhabit- 
ants of Lirias likewife celebrated it by feafts, 
which fhewcd that the whole village partook 
of their miafter's pleafure. But, alas ! our re* 
joicings were not of long duration i or rather, 
they were all of a fudden converted into groans, 
complaints, and lamentations, by an event 
which more than twenty years have not becft 
able to make me forget, and which will ever be 
prefont to my thoughts : my fon died, and his 
mother, though fafely delivered, foon follow- 
ed him ; a violent fever robbed me of my dear 
wife, fourteen months after we had been mar- 
ried. Let the reader conceive, if poffible, the 
forrow with which I was feized. 1 fell into a 
(late of ftupid dejedlion ; and felt my lofs (o 
much, that I feemed quite infenfible. 1 was 

in 
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in this condition five or fix dais's, during 
which, I would take no fuftenance ; and had 
It not been for Scipio, I believe I (hould either 
have let myfelf die of hunger, or have loft my 
reafon entirely ; but that dexterous fecretary 
found means to beguile my grief, by conform- 
ing himfelf to it : he tnade me fwallow broths, 
by the art of prefcnting them with fuch a mor- 
tified look, as if he gave them not fo much 
with a view of preferving my life, as of nurf- 
ing my aflBiftion. 

This afFeftionate fervant, having written to 
Don Alphonfp an account of my misfortune, 
and the deplorable fituation in which I was ; 
that tender and compaffionate nobleman, that 
generous friend, repaired immediately to Liri- 
as. I cannot without being melted, recall the 
moment in which he prefcnted himfelf to my ■ 
Yiew : *' My dear Santillane ! (faid he, em- 
bracing me) I am not come hither to confole 
you ; I am come to mourn with you, for An- 
tonia, as you would mourn with me, had fate 
robbed me of my Seraphina." In effedt he fhed 
tears and mingled his fighs with mine : fo 
that, overwhelmed as I was with forrow, I had 
a lively fenfe of Don Alphonfo's goodnefs. 

This governor having had a long confer- 
ence with Scipio, about the means of vanquifh- 
ipg my grief; they concluded that I muft, for 
fome time be removed from Lirias, where 
every thing recalled inceffantly to my mind 
the image of my poor Antonia ; upon this, 
Don-Caefar's fon propofed to carry me with 
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him to Valencia, and my fecretary fecondcd 
him fo well, that I yielded to his propofai, 
I left Scipio and his wife at my houfe, every 
part of which, indeed, ferved only to increafo 
mv affliftion, and fet out with the governor, 
V^^hcn I arrived at Valencia, Don Caefar and 
his daughter-in-law fpared nothing to divert 
my chagrin ; they entertained me by turns, 
with all theamufements thatfeemed proper to 
difpel it ; but, in fpite of all their endeavours, 
I continueci, as much as ever, plunged in the 
moft profound melancholy. It was not Sci- I 
pio*s fault, that I did not refume my tran- 
quillity : he came often from Lirias to Valen- ^ 
cia, to know how I was, and returned fad or 
gay, as he perceived me more or lefs difpofed 
to receive confolation. 

One morning, entering my chamber, " Sir 
(faid he, with great emotion), there is a report 
in the city, which interefts the whole king- 
dom ; it is faid that Philip the Third is no 
more, and that the prince his fon is now upon 
the throne; nay more (added he) that the 
Cardinal Duke of Lerma has loft his poft, that 
he is even forbid the court, and that Don 
Gafpard de Guzman*, Count d'01ivare2S, is 
now prime minifter." I felt myfelf agitated 

* Don Gafpard de Guzman, duke of St. Lucar de Baramedai 
and count de Olivarez, upon the death of Philip the Third, smd 
difq^race of the Cardinal Duke of Lcrma, hecame prime minifter 
to Philip the Fourth, and enjoyed, at one time, the polb of great 
chamhcrlain, high chancellor of the Indies, treafurcr general of 
Arraeon, fupreme councellor of ftate, chief mailer of the hbrfe, 
captaiB general of the whole Spaniih cayalry, aad governor of 
Guipucoa. 

by 
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by this piece of news, vvithont knowing where- 
fore; and Scipio perceiving it, afked if I was 
any how affefted by this great change ? " VV hy 
ihould it afFe(5t me, my child ? (faid I) I hav« 
•quitted the court, and ought to look with in- 
difference upon all the changes that can hap- 
pen there/' 

** For a man of your age (replied the fon of 
Cofcolina), you are very much detached from 
the world ; were I in your place, 1 fliould have 
a longing defire to go to Madrid, and fliew 
my face to the young monarch, to fee if he 
would remember me ; this is a pleafure in 
which I would indulge myfelf." '* I under- 
jftand thee (faid I), thou wouldft have me re- 
turn to court, and try fortune a-new, or rather 
to grow ambitious and covetous again/' ** Why 
ihould your morals be corrupted ? (anfvvered 
Scipio) have more confidence in your own 
virtue; I will anfwer fo'r your condudt; the 
wholefome refleclions which you made upon 
the court, during your difgracc, will fcreen 
you from the perils of it: re-embark boldly 
upon a fea, the (helves of which you are fo well 
acquainted with.** " Peace, flatterer (faid I, 
interrupting him with a fmile), art thou tired 
of feeing me lead a quiet life ? I thought thou 
hadfl: a greater regard for my repofe." 

Ih this part of our converfation, Don Casfar 
and his fon coming in, confirmed the news of 
the Icing's death, as well as the Duke -of Ler- 
ma's misfortune ; they moreover told me, that 
this miniiter having aiked leav^ to xeturo to 

Rom:, 
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Rome, it was refufed, and he was ordered td 
repair to his marquifate at Denia ; then, as 
if they had been in concert with my fecrctary, 
they advifed me to go to Madrid, and prefent 
myfelf to the new king, fince I was known to 
him^ and had even done hini fuch fervice as 
the great always recompence with pleafurc. 
*' As for my part (faid Don Alphonfo), I don't 
doubt but he will be grateful, and that Philip 
the Fourth will pay the debts of the prince of 
Spain/* " I am of the fame opinion (faid 
Don Cagfar), and look upon Santillane*s jour- 
ney to court as an occafion for him to arrive 
at great preferment.'* 

" Truly, gentlemen (cried I.), you don't 
confider what you fay; to hear you, one would 
think I had nothing to do but repair to Ma- 
drid, in order to have the golden key, or fome 
government, conferred upon me; you are 
miftaken ; I am, on the contrary, perfuaded 
that the king would take no notice of my pcr- 
fon, were I to prefent myfelf to his view : I 
will do it, if you defire, in order to difabufe 
you.'* The noblemen of Leyva took me at 
my word, and I could not help promifing that 
I would immediately fet out for Madrid. As 
ibon as my fecretary faw me determined on the 
journey, he felt an immoderate joy : he ima- 
gined that I (hould no fooner appear before the 
new monarch than that prince would diftin- 
guifli me in the croud, and load me with 
honours and wealth : thereupon, -feeding his 
fancy with the moft fplendid chimeras, he 

raifed 
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raifed mc to the firft offices of the ftate, and 
preferred himfelf by the help of my elevation. 
I got ready, therefore, to retura to court, 
not with a view of facrificing again to Fortune, 
but to fatisfy Don Cacfar and his fon, who ima- 
gined that 1 fliould foon poflefs the favour of 
my fovereign. True it is, I myfelf felt at 
bottom fomc defire of trying if the young 
prince would know me again : attra<fted by 
this enaction of curiofity, without hope or de- 
fign of , reaping any advantage from the new 
reign, I departed with Scipio for Madrid, 
leaving the care of my houfe to Beatrice, who 
was an excellent oeconomift. 

C H A P. II. 

Gil Bias arrives at Madrid^ and appears at court ; 
the king remembers and recommends him to his 
' prime mini/fer. The confequencc of that recom" 
mendation. 

WE. gained Madrid in lefs than eight 
days, Don Alphonfo having accom- 
nodated us with two of his bed horfes, that 
<re might make the greater difpatch ; and we 
lighted at a furniihed houfe, where I lodged 
)clore, belonging to Vincent Forrero, my 
Id landlord, who was very glad to fee me 
gain. 

As this was a man who piqued himfelf upon 
nowing every thing that happened, both at 
Durt and city, I aflced if there was any thing 
ew. " A great many things (anfwered he.) 

Vol. IV, H Since 
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• 

Since the death of Philip the Third, the friends 
and partizans of the Cardinal Dukeof Lerma 
have beftirred themfeives to maintain his emi- 
iicncy in the miniftry; but their efforts have 
been ineffedual : the Count d*01iv^res has 
got the better of them all. It is faid, that Spain 
lofes nothing by the change, and that the new 
prime minifter has a genius of fuch vaft extent, 
that he is able to govern the whole world: 
heaven preferve him 1 What is certaih 'padded 
he), is, that the people have conceFved the 
higheft opinion of his capacity ; and we fhall 
fee, in the end, whether the Duke of Lerim 
is well or ill replaced.'* Forrero having thus 
opened, gave me an account of all the 
changes which had been made at court, finc€ 
the Count d'Olivares fleered the helm of the 
monarchy. 

Two days after my arrival at Madrid, I 
went to court in the afternoon, and put myfelf 
in the king's way as he went into his clofet: 
but he did not look at me. I retunled next 
day to the fame place, but was not more for- 
tunate. The third time, he caft his eyes upon 
me as he paffed, but feemed to take no notice 
of my perfon ; whereupon I came to a deter- 
mination, and faid to Scipio, who accompanied 
me, " Thou feeft that the king does not re- 
member me ; or if he does, has no mind to 
renew the acquaintance : I believe it will not 
be amifs for us to fet out upon our return to 
Valencia.'* ^^ Not fo faft, Sir (replied my 

fecretary), 
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fecrctary), you know better than I, that fuccefs 
at court is only to be obtained by patience : 
don't ceafe fliewing yourfelf to the prince ; by 
dint of perfeverance in appearing before him, 
you will oblige him to confider you more at- 
tentively, and to recall the features of his agent 
with the fair Gatalina." 

That Scipio might have nothing to reproach 
me with, I had the complaifance to continue 
the fame conduft during three weeks ; and 
one day, at length, the monarch, ftruck with 
ray appearance, ordered me to be called in ; 
and I entered his clofet not without great dif- 
order, to find myfelf tite a tete with my fove- 
reign. ^' Who are you ? (faid he) I remem- 
ber your face, but cannot recoUedt where I 
have feen you/* '' Sir (anfwered I, trem- 
bling), I had the honour to condudt your Ma- 
jefty, one night, with the^, Count de Lcmos, 
to the houfc of — — '' " Oh ! I remember 
it (faid the prince interrupting me), you was 
fecretary to the Duke of Lerma, and if I am 
not miftaken, your-name is Santillane. I have 
(lot forgot that you ferved me with abundance 
^f zeal on the occafion, and that you was very 
11 rewarded for your pains : was not you im- 
irifoned for that adventure ?" ^* Yes, Sir 
Taid 1), I was fix months in the tower of Se- 
govia, from whence your goodnefs delivered 
ne/' *^ That (anfwered he) does not acquit me 
)f the obligation ; it is not enough to fet you 
It liberty, I ought to recompcnfe you for the 
nisfortune which you fufFered for love of me/' 

Hz Juft 
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Juft as the prince had pronounced thefe 
words, the count d'Olivares entered the clofet. 
A favourite takes umbrage at every thing: 
he was aflonifhed to find a ftranger there ; and 
the King redoubled his furprize, in faying to 
him, " Count, I recommend this young man 
to you i employ him in fome (hape orother, and 
take care of his advancement." The minifter 
afFefted to receive this order with a gracious 
look, eying me from head to foot, and very 
anxious to know who I was. •* Go, friend 
(faid the monarch to me, making a iign for 
me to retire), the count will not fail to cm- 
ploy you in an advantageous manner, bodi 
for my fervice and your own interefk." 

I immediately quitted the clofet, and rgda* 
cd the fon of Cofcolina, who, extremely im- 
patient to know what the King had faid to iiie» 
remained in the utmoft agitation. He aiked 
me forthwith, whether wemuft return to Va- 
lencia or ftay at court ? " Thou (halt judge 
(faid 1) : then I overwhelmed him with joy, 
in recounting to him, word for word, the Ibort 
convrrfanon whichi had with theKing.''«My 
dear matter (faid Scipio to me, when he heard 
it), will you diftruft my almanacks again? 
confefs that the lords of Leyva and I were 
not to blame in exhorting you to take a trip 
to Madrid. I already fee you in fome eminent 
poft; you will become the Calderona of Count 
d*01ivares." " That is not at all that I wifh 
^faid I, interrupting him) ; I have no ambition 
tor a place which is environed with fo many 
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Precipices. I would rather have an emploj*^- 
^^nt in which I fliould have no occafion to do 
^^juftice, or carry on afhameful trafFick of my 
prince's favours : after the ufe I made of my 
Paft credit, I cannot be too much upon my 
guard againft avarice and ambition/* ^^ Come, 
Sir (replied my fecretary), the mini fter will 
give you fome good poft, which you may fill 
without ceafing to be an honeft man.*' 

More urged by Scipio than by my own cu- 
riofity, I went next day to the houfe of Count 
d'Olivares, before fun-rife, having been in-^ 
formed that every morning, in fummer and 
winter, he gave audience by candle-light. I 
modeftly took my flation in the corner of the 
hall, from whence I narrowly obferved the 
Count when he appeared ; for I had but a 
fuperficiai view of him in the King's clofet : 
he was taller than the middle fize, and might 
have pafied for a fat mat), in a country where 
wc fee none almoft but lean people ; hilihouU 
ders were fo high, that 1 thought him hunch- 
backed, though be was not fo : his head, which 
was extremely large', hung down upon his 
breaft ; bis hair was black and ilraight, his 
Tifage long, his complexion of an olive co- 
lour, his mouth funk in, and His chin peaked 
and turned upwards at the end *. 

All this together could not^make a very 
handfome appearance ; neverthekfs, as I be- 

• It was probably on account of this his difadvantageous figure 
that he commonly gave audience from his coach, or received 
people fitting. 

H 3 lieved 
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lieved him to be well difpofed towards me, I 
looked upon him with a favourable eye, and 
even found him agreeable. True it is, he 
treated every body with an affable and plea- 
fant air, and very gracioufly received the me- 
morials which were prefented to him : and 
this fecmed to fupply the place of a good per- 
fon. Mean while, when I advanced in my 
turn to falute him, and make myfelf known, 
he darted a rude and threatning look at me; 
then turning his back, without deigning to 
hear me, returned into his clofet. I now 
thought him more ugly than he was natu- 
rally, went out of the hall very much con- 
founded at fuch an unfavourable reception,and 
did not know what to think of the matter. 

Having rejoined Scipio, who waited forme 
at the door, •* Doft thou know (faid I) what 
reception I have met with ?*' " No (anfwer- 
ed he) ; but it is nbt difficult to guefs : the 
minifter, ready to conform himfelf tothe plea- 
furc of his prince, has doubtlefs offered you 
fome confiderable employment.*' " There you 
are miftaken" (1 replied), telling him, at the 
fame time, in what manner 1 had been re- 
ceived. Having liftencd attentively, he faid, 
*• 'I'lle Count muft have forgot you, or mif- 
taken you for fomebody elfe : I advife you to 
wait on him again, and I am fure he will treat 
you with another fort of look." I followed 
my fecretary's advice, and prefented myfelf 
the fecond time before the minifter, who 
treated me ftill worfe than the firft, frowned at 

me. 
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me, as if the fight of me had given him pain^ 
turned his eyes another way, and retired with^ 
out fpeaking one word, 

I was touched to the quick by his behavi- 
our, and tempted to depart immediately for 
Valencia : but this Scipio did not fail to op- 
pofe ; being unwilling to renounce the hopes 
which he had conceived, " Doft thou not 
fee (faid I to him) that the Count wants to 
remove me from court ? The King has ex.- 
prefled to him fome regard foj: me, and that 
is fufficient to bring upon me the averfion of 
his favourite ; let us yield, my child, let us 
yiefd with a good grace to the power^of .fuch 
a formidable foe/' ** Sir (anfwered be,, in- 
cenfed againft the Count d'Olivares), I w^oukl 
not fo eafily quit niy ground; I would go and 
complain to his majefty, of the little regard 
which the minifter fliews to his recommenda- 
tion*** ** Bad counfel^^my friend (faid Ij, if 
I Ihould take that imprudent fiep, I would 
foon repent it ; nay, I believe I run fome rifk 
in tarrying in this city." 

. My fecretary began to weigh thefe words, 
and confidering that we had actually to do 
with a man who might make us vifit the 
tower of Segovia, he partook of my fear, and 
no longer oppofed my defire of quitting Ma- 
drid, from whence I refolvcd to move the 
very next day. 
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C H A P. III. 

Gil Bias is hindered from executing his refolution 
to leave the courts and receives an important 
piece offervice from Jofeph Navarro. 

ON my return to my lodging I met my 
old friend Jofeph Navarro, clerk of the 
kitchen to Don Balthazar de Zuniga. I weot 
up to him, faluted him, and aiked if he knew 
me, and if he would ftill be fo good as to 
fpeak to a wretch who had repaid his friend^ 
Ihip with ingratitude. " You confefs then 
(faid he) that you have not ufed me extremely 
well ?" *« Yes (anfwered 1) ; and you have a 
right to load me with reproaches : I deferve 
them all, if 1; have not already expiated my 
crime by the remorfe which attended it" 
•* Since you have repented of your fault (re- 
plied Navarro, embracing me), I ought no 
longer to remember it/' 1, on my part, 
hugged Jofeph in my arms ; and we refumcd 
our former fentiments for each other. 

He had heard of my imprifonment^ and 
the diforder of my affairs, but was ignorant 
of what followed. 1 informed him of all, and 
even recounted to him the converfation I had 
Ipirith the King ; npt concealing the bad recep- 
tion I had met with from the minifter, no 
more than my defign of retiring again to my 
folicude. " Beware of going thither (faid he), 
iince our monarch has exprefled a friendfliip 
for you : it muft certainly be of fome fervice. 

Between 
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Between you and me, the Count d^OIivares 
has a very lingular difpoiicion, and is full of 
^hinis : he fomecimes, as on this occaiion, 
aAs in a very unaccountable manner ; and no- 
body but himfelf has the key of jjiis irregular 
behaviour. Finally, whatever reafons he may 
have for receiving you in this manner, ftick 
clofe to the bufmefs ; he will not hinder you 
from profiting by the prince's bounty ; this is 
what I affureyou : I will mention it this even- 
ing to Signior Don Balthazar de Zuniga, my 
matter, who is uncle to the Count d'Olivares, 
and fliares with him the cares of government." 
Navarro having told me this, afked a direc- 
tion to my lodging : and fo we parted. 

It was not long before 1 faw him again. 
Coming to me next day, *' Signior de Santil- 
lane (faid he), you have a protestor in my 
mafter, who will favour you with his fupport. 
On account of the good chaiafter which I 
gave of you, he has promifed to fpeak in your 
behalf to his nephew the Count d'Olivares, 
whom I hope he will prepoffefs in your fa^. 
vour.** My friend Navarro, who did not 
ferve me by halves, introduced me two days 
after to Don Balthazar*, who faid to mc 
with a courteous look, " Signior de Santil- 
lane, your friend Jofeph has fpoke fo well of 
you, as to engage me in your interefts.'* I 

• Don Balthazar de Zuniga, Count dc Moiiterez, was great 
:ommander of Leon, governor to Philip the Fourth king of Spain^ 
ambalTador at Rome and Vienna, and prefldcnt of the Italic 
council. 

H 5 mxide 
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made a profound bow to Signior de Zuniga ;• 
and anfwercd, that I Ihould all my life have 
a lively fenfe of the obligation I lay under to 
Navarro, for having procured for me thepro- 
tedtion of a minifter who was juftly ftyled the 
light of the council* Don Balthazar, at this 
flattering reply, clapt me on the flioulder, 
faying with a fmile, ^* You may go again to- 
morrow to the levee of the Count d'Olivares, 
with whom you will be better fatisfied than 
before.*' 

I appeared therefore, the third time, before 
the prime minifter ; who, having diftinguifh- 
ed me in the croud, honoured me with a 
fmiling look, from whence I conceived a good 
omen. '• This goes well (faid I to myfelf) : 
the uncle has made the nephew hear reafon." 
I now expefted a favourable reception ; and 
my expedtation was fulfilled : the Count, after 
having given audience to every body, fent for 
me to his clofet, where he faid to me with a 
familiar air, *« Friend Santillane, forgive me 
for having thrown thee into perplexity for 
my diverfion ; I pleafed myfelf with giving 
thee uneafinefs, in order to try thy prudence, 
and fee what thou wouldeft do in thy chagrin. 
I don't doubt that thou thoughteft I was dif- 
pleafed with thee ; but, on the contrary, my 
child, I own I have a liking to thy perfon. 
Though the King, my mafter, had not order- 
ed me to take care of thy fortune, I fliould 
have done it through pure inclination. Be- 
fides, my uncle Don Balthazar de Zuniga, to 

whom. 
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whom I can refufc nothing, has defircd me 
to look upon thee as one for whom he interefts 
himfelf : this is enough to determine me in 
thy favour." This declaration made fuch a 
ftrong impreffion upon my fenfes, that they 
were quite difordered. I threw myfelf at the 
feet of the minifter, who having bid me rife, 
went on in this manner : " Come hither again 
this afternoon, and call for my fteward, who 
will impart to thee the orders I Ihall give 
him." So faying, his excellency went out to 
hear mafs, as he ufually did every day after 
having giving audience ; and then repaired to 
the King's levee. 

CHAP. IV. 

Gil Bias acquires the love of Count d*Olivares» ' 

I Did not fail to return in the afternoon^ and^ 
call for the fteward, 'Whofe name was Don 
Raymond Caporis. I no fooner told him my 
name, than, faluting me with great demon- 
ftrations of refped, " Signior (faid he)y fol- 
low me if you pleafe : I will tondudt you to 
the apartment which is deftined for you in this- 
boufe." So faying, he carried me by a little 
flair to a range of five or fix rooms, which 
compofed the fecond ftory of one wing of 
the houfe, and which were very plainly fur- 
niihed. ** This (faid he) is the lodging which' 
his grace appoints for you ; and here you will 
have a table with fix covers, maintained at his» 
ftxpence.. You will be ferved by his own do* 

H 6v meftics^ 
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nieAics^ and there will always be a coach at 
your command. This is not all (added be), 
his excellency has ordered me to treat you with 
the fame refped: as if you was of the family 
of Guzman." *^ What the deuce is the mean- 
ing of all this ! (faid I to myfelf.) How am I 
to underftand thefe diflinftions ? is there not 
fome mifchief at bottom ? and is it not for 
his diverfion that the minifter gives me fuch 
honourable treatment ?" While I was in this 
uncertainty, fluftuating between hope and fear, 
a page came and told me that the Count want- 
ed me. I went inftantly to his Grace, who 
being alone in his clofet, *' Well, Santillanc 
(faid he), art thou fatisfied with thy apartment, 
and the orders which I have given to Don 
Raymond ?" *' The goodnefs of your excel- 
lency (anfwered I) feems to be exceSive; and 
I receive it with fear and trembling/' ** For 
what reafon ? (faid he) can I do too much 
honour to a man. whgm the King has recom- 
mended to my care ? No indeed ; I do no 
more than my duty in treating thee in an ho- 
nourable manner : be not therefore furprifed 
at what I do for thee ; and be aiTured that a 
folid and fplendid fortune cannot efcape thee, 
provided thou art as much attached to me as 
thou waft to the Duke of Lerma. But with 
regard to that nobleman (added he), I have 
been told that you lived in great familiarity 
with him. I am curious to know how you 
two became acquainted, and what employ- 
ment you exercifed under that minifter : dif- 

guife 
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guife nothing : I infift upon hearing the whole 
truth/* I then remembered my perplexity 
with the Duke of Lerma, in the fame cafe, 
and in what manner I extricated myfelf : and 
this I pradlifed again very fuccefsfully ; that 
is to fay, in my narration I foftened the rough 
places, and pafled (lightly over thofe things 
which did not much redound to my honour : 
I likewife fpared the Duke of Lerma ; though 
in doing otherwife I (hould have better pleafed 
my hearer. As for Don Rodrigo de Calde- 
rona *, I gave him no quarter^ but difclofed 
all the fine flrokes which I knew he flruck in 

the 

* Rodrigo Calderona, after having been page to the Vice- 
Chancellor of Arragon, entered into the fervice of the Duke of 
Lerma, and by the iutereft and favour of that minifler, which he 
engrofled in a particular manner, obtained very confiderable of- 
fices. He was nrft of all made gentleman of the bed-chamber to 
the King, then fecretary of ftate : fome time after, he received 
the Collar of the order of St. Ta^o, ^as made commander of Ar- 
cana, and created captain of the German guard. Such eztraof>- 
dinary favour he could not bear with moderation, but becoming 
extremely infolent and licentious, defpifed the mod powerful 
grandees of Spain, to whofe hatred he fell a facrifice, after the 
oifgrace of the cardinal Duke of Lerma. He was arrdfted in the 
year 1619, and tried on an impeachment containing 150 articles ; 
among which were forcery and poifoning the Queen i thougk 
thefe two were not proved, yet he was condemned to lofe hit 
head; and being allowed to dlfpofe of, by will, no more than 
two thouiand ducats of all his immenfe wealth, was ordered to pro 
pare for death. He was afterwards deprived of the enfigns of 
knighthood, and conduced to the place of execution, dre&d in 
a caflbck mourning cloak, with a caul of frize and a crofs upon hi* 
kreaft. His body, with two torches on each (ide of it, was 
guarded on the fcaffbid by a party of the patrol till the evening, 
when a great number of prions oein^ aflembled to honour his re- 
uaias, uiey were difinifled and forbid to accompany the corpfe, 
whkh was carried without any pomp to the church of the Carme* 
I, according to his own dcfire. Hit bead was (cvered by a 

ftrokc 
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the traffic of commanderies, governments, 

and benefices. 

" What you tell me of Calderona (faid the 
minifter, interrupting me) is conformable to 
feveral memorials which have been prefcnted 
againft him, and which contain heads of ac* 
cufation ftill more important. His trial will 
foon come on ; and if you wilh his downfall, 
I believe your defire will be fatisfied.*' " I 
don't defire his death (faid 1) ; though it was 
not his fault that I found not mine in the 
tower of Segovia, where he was the caufe of 
my being imprifonedfor a good many months." 
** How ! (cried his excellency) was DonRo- 
drigo the caufe of thy imprifonment ? this is 
what I did not Jknow. Don Balthazar, to 
whom Navarro recounted thy hiftory, told me 
that the late King ordered thee to be confined,, 
as a punifliment for having carried the prince 
of Spain to a fufpeded place in the night;, 
but I knew no more of the matter ; and I 
can^t conceive what part Calderona could play 
in the piece." " The part of a lover who re- 
venges an injury received,'* (anfwered I.) I 
then told him the whole adventure, which he 
thought fo diverting, that, grave as he was,, 
he could not help laughing, or rather weeping 
with mirth. He was infinitely rejoiced with 
Catalina, fometimes niece and fometimesr" 

ilroke upon the throat ; hccaufe in Spain none Irat traitors rcccrre 
it on the neck behind : and he died with fuch courage and de* 
-ceocy, a9 aJQTeded even his enemies with forrow and rcmorfe. 

grand- 
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gra[nd-daughter, as well as with the part which 
the Duke of Lerma adled in the whole. 

When I had finiQied my narration, the 
count difmiffcd me, faying, that he would 
not fail to find me fome employment next 
day. I ran immediately to the houfe of Zu- 
niga, to thank Don Balthazar for his good 
offices, and to tell my friend Jofeph how well 
I was with the prime miriifter. 

CHAP. V. 

The private converfation which Gil Bias had with 
Navarro, andthefirji bu/inefs in which he was 
employed by the Count d'Olivares. 

AS foon as I faw Jofeph, I told him, with 
fome agitation, that I had a great many 
things to communicate : upon which he car- 
ried me to a private place ; where, after 
having informed him of'what had happened^ 
I afked his opinion of the matter.. *' My 
opinion (anfwered he) is,' that you are in the 
way of making a vafl: fortune : every things 
fmiles upon you : you are agreeable to the^ 
prime minifter : and another thing which may 
turn out to your advantage is, that I can do* 
^ou the fame fervice which you received from, 
my uncle Mekhior de la Ronday. when yoa 
Srft entered the family of the archbifhop of 
Grrenada. He fpared you the trouble of lludy- 
ng the prelate and his principal officers, by 
iifclofing their different characters to you at 
MLce : and I will, after his example, make- 



i6o The ADVENTURES of 

you acquainted with the County the Countefs 
his wife, and Donna Maria de Guzman their 
only child. 

*^ The miniftcr has a quick penetrating 

genius, capable of forming grand deiigns« He 

fets up for an univerfal man, becaufe he has 

a fmall tinfture of every fcience, and believes 

himfelf able to decide in every thing. He 

imagines himfelf a profound lawyer, a great 

captain, and a moft confummate politician. 

Add to this, he is fo intoxicated with his own 

opinions, that he always follows them rather 

than thofe of others, that he may not feem 

beholden to the underftanding of any man. 

Between you and me, this defed may have 

ftrange confequences, from which heaven pre- 

ferve the monarchy. He Ihines in the council 

by a natural eloquence : and he would write 

as well as he fpeaks, if, in order to dignify 

his ftyle, he did not afFeft expreflions which 

render it ftifT and obfcure. He is befides, 

very whimiical, capricious, and chimerical. 

So much for his head. As to his heart, he h ,. 

generous and friendly. He is faid to be vin*^ 

di&ive : but what Spaniard is otherwifc ? He*' 

is alfo accufed of ingratitude, in being the ' 

occafion of exiling the Duke d'Uzeda and the 

friar Lewis Aliaga ; to whom, people fay, he 

had great obligations : but this is pardonable; 

the defire of being prime minifter prevails 

over every other fentiment. 

•* Donna Agnez de Zuniga a Velafco, 
countefs of Olivares (continued Jofeph}^ is a 

lady 
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lady who has no fault that 1 know, but that 
of felling her favours at a high price. As for 
Donna Maria de Guzman, who is, without 
contradiction, this day the richeft match in 
Spain, fhe is an accompliihed young lady^ 
and the idol of her father ; model your be- 
haviour accordingly ; be affiduous in making 
your cou»fr^to thefe two ladies, and appear 
ftill more devoted to the Count d'Olivares 
than you was to the Duke of Lerma before 
your journey to Segovia ; in which cafe you 
will certainly become a perfonage of rank and 
power. 

^^ I likewife advife you (added he) to wait 
upon my mafter Don Balthazar from time to 
time ; though you have no need of him for 
your advancement, don*t negleft him ; he has 
a very good opinion of you at. prefent : pre- 
ferve his friendfliip and efteem, which may be 
of fervice to you upon {omi occafion or other." 
" As the uncle and nephew (faid I) are both 
concerned in the miniftry, is there no jeaioufy 
between the two colleagues ?'* ** On the con- 
trary (anfwcred he), they live together in the 
freateft harmony. Had it not been for Don 
althazar, the Count d'Olivares, perhaps, 
would not have been prime miniOer : for, in 
Ihort, after the death of Philip the Third, all 
the friends and partizans of the houfe of San- 
doval exerted themfelves very much ; feme in 
favour of the cardinal, and others in behalf 
of hiflf fon ; but my mafler, who was the moft 
fubtle among the courtiers, and the Count as 

cunning 
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cunning as he, broke all their meafures, and 
took fuch effeaual fteps to fecurc that place, 
thiit their antagonifts were quiie foiled. The 
Count d'Olivares, when he became minifter, 
iharcd the adminiflration with his uncle Don 
Balthazar, to whom he left the care of foreign 
affairs, referving all domeftic concerns to 
himfelf: fo that, by thefe means, ftrengthen- 
ing the ties of friendihip which ought natu* 
rally to unite perfons of the fame blood, thefe 
two noblemen, independent of one another, 
live in fuch good corrcfpondence as to me 
fecms unalterable/* 

Such was the converfation I had with Jo- 
fc|)h ; by whofe information I hoped to profit: 
after which I went to thank Signior de Zu« 
niga for his goodnefs towards me. He told 
hie very politely that he would feize every 
x)Ccafion of befriending me^ and that be was 
very glad to find mt fatisfied with his nephew^ 
to whom he afTured me he would fpeak again 
in my favour ; refolving at lead (he faid) to 
convince me that he had my welfare at heart; 
and that inflead of one ^patron I had two. 
It was thus that Don Balthazar, out of friend- 
Ihip for Navarro, interefled himfclf in my 
ehalf. 

That very evening I quitted my hired room, 
to go and lodge at the prime minifter's houfe, 
where I fuppcd with Scipio in my own apart- 
ment. There we were ferved by the domef- 
tics of the family, who, while we ate our 
victuals with an afife&ed gravity^ laughed, per- 

baps> 
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baps, within themfelves, at the refpeft which 
they were commanded to fliew. When the 
table was uncovered, and they were retired, 
my lecretary, kying afidc his conftraint, faid 
a thoufand diverting things, which his gay 
difpofition and fanguine hopes infpired. As 
for me, although overjoyed at the brilliant 
fituation in which I faw myfelf, I felt myfelf 
no longer difpofed to be dazzled by it : but 
going to bed flept foundly, without giving 
way to the agreeable ideas with which I might 
have entertained my fancy ; whereas the aiiv 
bitious Scipio enjoyed little repofe, but pafled 
half of the night, in hoarding up money for 
the portion of his daughter Seraphina. 

I had fcarce got on my cloaths next morn- 
ing, when I was fent for by his Grace ; who, 
when I came before him, faid to me, ^^ Well, 
Santillane, let us fee a fpecimen of what thou 
canft do : thou fayeft, . &e Duke of Lerma 
employed thee in abridgingmemorials : I have 
got one, which I intend for thy firft eflay. 
The fubjedt of it is this; it muft be a per* 
formance to prepoflefs the public in favour of 
my miniftry. I have already privately fpread 
a report, that I found affairs in very great dif- 
order: thebufinefs, therefore, is to expofe to 
the eyes of both court and city, the miferable 
condition to which the monarchy is reduced. 
We muft, on this fubjedt, draw a piAure 
which will ftrike the people, and hinder them 
from regretting the lofs of my predeceflbr. 
After that, you muftextol the meafures which 

I have 
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I have taken to render his majefty's reign glo- 
riousy his dominions flourilhing, and his Hib? 
je&s perfeftly happy.** 

His Grace having fpoke in this manner^ 
gave me a paper, containing the juft caufes 
the nation had to complain of the preceding 
adminiilration, fummed up in ten articles; 
the lead of which, I remember, was fufficient 
to alarm all good Spaniards : then ihuttio|; 
me in a clofet adjoining^ to his own, he left 
me to work at liberty. I began to compofe 
my memorial as well as I could. I firft of all 
defcribed the bad condition of the kingdooit 
the finances exhaufted, the royal revenue en- 
grofled by partizans, and the marine entirely 
ruined. I then demonfirated the faults com- 
mitted by thofe wl^ had governed the ftatc 
under the laft reign, and the terrible confc- 
quenccs which might proceed from tbcfc 
faults. In fhorr, I reprefented the monarchy 
in danger, and fo Iharply cenfured the former 
minifter, that, according to my memorial, the 
lofs of the Duke of Lerma was a great happi- 
nefs for Spain. To fay the truth, though 1 
harboured no refcntment againft that noble- 
man, I was not forry to do him this good 
office. Such is the difpofition of man ! 

In fine, after a frightful pidture of the.mif- 
fortunes which threatened Spain, I encouraged 
the minds of the people, by making them con- 
ceive fair hopes of the future. - I made the 
Count d'Olivares fpeak like a faviour fcnt 
from heaven for the falvation of the ftate ; I 

promifcd 
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promifed mountains and miracles : in a word^ 
1 entered fo well into the views of the new 
minifter, that he feemed furprifed at my per- 
formance; which when he had read to an 
end^ ^' Santillane (faid he), doft thou Jcnow 
that thou haft compofed a morfel worthy of 
a fecretary of ftate ? I am not furprifed that 
the Duke of Lerma employed thy pen ; thy 
flyle is conclfe, and even elegant ; but I think 
it is a little too natural/' He then pointed 
out the places which were not to his tafte, al- 
tering them with his own hand ; and I per- 
ceived) by his corrections, that he loved (as 
Navarro had told me) obfcure and far-fetched 
cxpreffions. Neverthelcfs, though he was re- 
folved to have noblenefs, or rather conceits in 
bis diftion, he preferved two thirds of my 
work : and, to ihew how well he was fatisfied 
with my capacity, fent to ,mc, by Don Ray- 
mond, three hundred piftoles, as a defert at 
dinner. 

C H A P. VI. 

The ufe to which Gil Bias puts his three hundred 
piftoles ; and his charge to Scipio : with the 
fuccefs of the above mentioned memorial. 

THIS favour of the minifter furniflied 
Scipio with a new opportunity of con- 
gratulating my return to court. " You fee 
(faid he) that fortune has great defigns in 
your favour. Are you now forry for having 
quitted your folitude ? Long life to the Count 

I d*01ivares i 
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d'Olivares ! he is quite another fort of a pa- 
tron than his predeceflbr. The Dukeof Ler- 
ma, though you was fo much attached to him, 
let you languilh fevcral months without giv- 
ing you one piftole ; whereas the Count has 
already bellowed upon you a gratification, 
which you could not have expedted till after 
long fervice. 

*^ I wifli (added he) that the lords of Leyva 
were witneffes of the happinefs which you en- 
joy, or at leaft made acquainted with it/^ "It 
is Hme indeed for them to know it (anfwered 
I) ; and I was juft going to talk to thee 
about the matter. I don't doubt that they 
are extremely impatient to hear from me ; but 
I waited until I fliould fee myfelf fettled in 
fome fhape or other, and be able to inform 
them positively whether or not I fhould ftay 
at court. Now that I am fixed, thou mayeft 
fet out for Valencia when thou wilt, to in- 
form thofe noblemen of my prefent fituation, 
which I look upon as their own work, fince 
it is certain that had it not been for them I 
Ihould never have determined upon my jour- 
ney to Madrid/* " My dear mailer (cried 
the fon of Cofcolina), how happy will they 
be, when I recount to them what has happen- 
ed to you ! would I were already at the gates 
of Valencia : but I Ihall be there very foon : 
Don Alphonfo's two horfes are ready : I will 
fet out immediately with one of his Grace's 
lacqueys ; for, befides that I (hall be glad of 
a companion on the road, you know people 

3 will 
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Will be dazzled by the livery of ^ the prime 
minifter. 

I could not help laughing at the ridiculous 
vanity of my fecretary ; though vainer ftill, 
perhaps, than he, I let him do as he defired. 
*' Go (laid I), and return as foon as poffible ; 
for 1 have another commiffion to give thee : 
thou muft go to the Afturias with money for 
my mother : I have, through negligence, let 
the time pafs on which I promifed to remit 
a hundred piftoles to her, and which thou 
undertook to deliver with thy own hand. 
Thefe forts of promifes from a fon ought to 
be fo facred, that I upbraid myfelf with my 
want of punctuality.** ^' Sir (anfwered Sci- 
pio), in fix weeks I will bring you an account 
of both thefe commiffions; I will converfe 
with the lords of Leyva, make a tour to your 
country-houfe, and re-vifit the city of Oviedo, 
which I never remember without wifhing 
three fourths and a half of its inhabitants at 
the devil. Upon this I counted out to the 
fon of Cofcolina one hundred piftoles for my 
mother*s penfion, with a hundred more for 
himfelf, that he might agreeably perform the 
long journey which he had undertaken. 

A few days after his departure, the Count 
fent our memorial to the prefs ; and it was no 
fooner publifhed than it became the fubjed: 
of all converfation in Madrid. The people, 
always friends to novelty, were charmed with 
the performance ; the low ebb of the finances, 
which was painted in lively colours, incenfed 



V 
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them againft the Duke of Lernia ; and if the 
ftrokes of fhe quill, which that minifter re- 
ceived, were not applauded by every body, 
at leaft they met with abundance of appro- 
bation. 

As for the magnificent promifes made by 
the Count d'Olivares, and, among others, 
that of defraying the national expence by a 
prudent occonomy, without incommoding the 
fubjedts, they dazzled the citizens in general, 
and confirmed them in the grand opinion 
which they had already entertained of his ca- 
pacity; fo that the whole city echoed with 
his praife. 

That minifter, overjoyed to fee the accom- 
pliihment of his aim, which in that book bad 
been to acquire the public affeSion, was re- 
folved to deferve it efFedtually, by a com- 
mendable aftion, which fliould be ferviceable 
to the King. For this purpofe he had re- 
courfe to the invention of the Emperor Gal- 
ba; that is, to make thofe who had enriched 
themfelves, the Lord knows how, in the ad- 
miniftration of the finances, regorge their 
wealth. When he had drawn from thofe 
leeches the blood which they had fucked, and 
filled the coffers of the king, he undertook to 
preferve it, by fuppreffing all penfions, not 
even excepting his own, as well as the grati- 
fications that were given out of the king's ex- 
chequer. To fucceed in this defign, which 
he could not execute without changing the 
face of government, he employed me in coni- 

pofing 
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pofing a new memorial, the fubftance and 
form of which he dictated. He then enjoined 
me to rife as much as I could above the ordi- 
nary fimplicity of my ftyle, and give more 
dignity to my expreffions. ^^ Enough, my 
lord (faid I), your excellency fhall have the 
fplendid and fublime which you defire.*' I fhut 
myfelf up in the fame clofet where I had com- 
pofed the firft, and there went to work, after 
having invoked the eloquent genius of the 
archbifliop of Grenada. 

I began by reprefenting, that we could not 
be too careful in preferving the money which, 
was in the treafury, and which ought to be 
employed only in the emergencies of the ftate, 
as being a facred fund, referved on purpofe 
to keep the enemies of Spain in awe. Thea 
I demonftrated to the king (for the memorial 
was addrefled to him), that in taking away 
all the penfions and gratifications with which 
the revenue was faddled, he (hould not, for 
all that, deprive himfclf of the pleafure of re- 
warding thofe fubjedls who fliould deferve his 
favour ; fince, without touching his treafure^ 
he was in a condition to beftow upon them 
great rccompences : that for foine he had 
vice-royalties, governments, orders of knight- 
hood, and military employments; for others, 
commanderies, and penfions upon them, 
titles, magiftracies ; and, in fine, all forts of 
benefiges for thofe who are confccrated to the 
cburcfff". 

Vol. IV. I This 
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This memorial, which was much longer 
than the firft, took me up near three days; 
and luckily 1 compofed it to the tafte of my 
mailer; who, finding it written with empha- 
fis, and fluffed with metaphors, loaded me 
with applaufe. ** I am very well fatisfied 
with this (faid he, pointing to the moft tumid 
places); thefe are well-ftamped exprefEons. 
Courage, friend ; I forefee that thou wilt 
be of great fervice to me :" neverthclefs, in 
fpite of the applaufe of which he was fo pro- 
digal, he did not fail to re-touch the memo- 
rial. He inferted a good deal of his own, 
and compofed a piece of eloquence which 
charmed the king and the whole court. The 
city joined its approbation, conceived a happy 
omen of the future, and flattered itfelf that 
the monarchy would refume its ancient luftre 
tender the miniftrf of fuch a great man. 

His excellency, feeing that this piece did 
him a great deal of honour, was willing that 
I fliould reap fome fruit from it, in confidcra- 
tion of my fliare in the compofition : he ac- 
cordingly beftowed upon me a penfion of five 
hundred crowns, upon the commandery of 
Caftile ; which was the more agreeable to 
me, as it was not wickedly, though eafily 
got. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII/ 

hat accident J in what place j and condition^ 
Bias found his friend Fabricio ; and tbi 
verfation that happened between them. 

Othinggave more pleafure to the Count; 

than to know the opinion which the 
e of Madrid had of his conduft in the 
:ry. He alked me every day what peo- 
id of him ; and even maintained fpies, 
)rought him an exaft account of what 

in the city. They reported to him 

word which they heard ; and as he or- 

them to be fincere, his fclf-love fufFered 

imes ; for the people have an intempe* 

of tongue which has no refpedt of per* 

len I perceived that he was pleafcd with 
reports, 1 employed rriyfelf every after- 
in going to public places, and joining, 
rfation with good company. When they 
of the government, 1 liftened with at* 
[1 ; and if they faid any thing that de- 
to be re-told to his excellency, I did 
il to inform him of it : -but it muft be 
ed, that I never reported any thing 
was fpoken to his prejudice. 
2 day, as I returned from one of thefe 
, paffing by the door of an hofpital, I 
r inclination to enter. I walked through 
r three wards full of fick people a-bed, 
rveycd every thing around me. Among 

I a theie 
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thefc unfortunate people, whom I could not 
behold without com paffion, I was ftruck with 
the appearance of one, who, I believed, was 
my old friend and comrade Fabricio. That I 
might have. a morediftindt view of him, I ap- 
proached his bed ; and having no longer any 
reafon to doubt that it was the poet Nunnez, 
ftopt a few minutes to confider him, without 
fpeaking ; while he, recollefting me alfo, 
eyed me in the fame manner. At length, 
breaking filence, " Sure (faid I) my eyes de- 
ceive me ! is this aftually Fabricio whom I 
meet in this place !" " The very fame (an- 
fwered he coldly) ; and thou haft nocaufeto 
hs furprifed at it. Since I left thee, I hav^ 
ever exercifed the bufinefs of an author:! 
have compofed romances, comedies, all kinds 
of works of genius^ I have run my race, and 
am now at the hofpital." 

I could not help laughing at thefe words, 
and ft ill more at the ferious air with which they 
were pronounced. " How ! (cried I) has 
thy Mufe brought thee to this place ? hath 
fhe played thee this villainous trick ?'* " Thou 
feeft it is fo (he replied) ; this houfe is the 
retreat of many a wit. Thou haft done well, 
my child, to take another road; but methinks 
thou art no longer at court, and the face of 
thy affairs is changed : nay, I remember to 
have heard that thou waft imprifoned by 
order of the king.'* " True (faid I), the 
charming fituation in which 1 was, when we 

parted, 
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parted, in a little time after was followed by 
a reverfe of fortune, which robbed me of my 
wealth and liberty : neverthelefs, my friend, 
thou feefl nie again in a more flouriftiing ftate. 
than ever." ** That is^ impoffible ! (cried 
Nunnez) thy apparel is frugal and plain ; and 
thou haft not that vain and infolent air which 
profperity ufually gives." " Misfortune (an- 
fwered I) hath purified my virtue ; and I have 
Jearned in the fchool of adverfity to enjoy 
riches with moderation/* 

** Tell me, then (cried Fabricio, ftarting 
up in a tranfport), what may be thy employ- 
ment ? what bufinefs doft thou follow ? art 
thou not fteward to fome ruined grandee, or 
opulent widow ?" *^ I have a better poft (I 
replied) ; but thou muft difpenfe with my 
telling thee more at prefent : 1 will fatisfy thy 
curiomy another time : I will now only let 
thee know that I am in a condition to aflift 
thee, or rather to make thee eafy for life, 
provided thou wilt promife to write no more 
\(rorks of genius, either in verfe or profe. Doft 
thou feel thyfelf capable of making fuch a fa- 
crifice to me ?" ** I have already made it to 
heaven (faid he), during a fevere diftemper, of 
which I am juft cured. A Dominican father 
has made me abjure poetry, as an amufement 
whicfh, if not criminal, at leaft diverts the 
mind from the purfuit of wifdom and virtue/' 

** I congratulate thee, my dear Nunnezi 
(anfwered 1) ; but beware of a relapfe/' 
f' That I am in no fear of (he refumed) : I am 

I g firmly 
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firmly ref^lved to abandon the Mufcs : and 
when thou cameft into the ward, was juft com^ 
pofing an eternal adieu to them in verfe." 
^^ Mr. Fabricio (faid I, fhaking my head), I 
don*t know if the Dominican and I dare truft 
to your abjuration, you feem fo furiouily en- 
chanted by thefe learned damfels." *' No, no 
(anfwered he), I have broke off all connexion 
with them ; nay more, I have conceived an 
averfion for the public, which does not deferve 
that authors ihould confecrate their works to 
it : I Ihould be forry if I could produce any 
thing that would pleafe it. Don't imagine 
(continued he) that this language is dictated 
by paffion : I fpeak in cold blood. I equally 
defpife the applaufe and hifles of the public, 
which one does not know how to manage. It 
is fo capricious,, that it does not think two 
days one way. What fools are thofe drama- 
tic writers who are vain of the fuccefs of their 
performances. Whatever noife they make 
by their novelt}% if they are brought upon 
the ftage twenty years after, they are for the 
moft part very ill received. The prcfent ge- 
neration taxes the pad with want of tafte, and 
its determinations are contradicted by thofe of 
the next ; from whence 1 concluded, that 
thofe authors who are iiow applauded, will be 
hifled by pofterity. It is the fame thing with 
regard to romances, and other amufing books, 
which, though atfirft they meet with general 
approbation, infenfibly fink into contempt. 
That honour therefore which we reap from 

the 
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the good fuccefs of our works, is nothing but 
a mere chimera, an illufion of the brain, a 
fire of draw which evaporates in fmoak/' 

Though I was well convinced that the Aftu- 
rian poet fpoke this from paflion only, I did 
not feem to perceive it, and faid to him, " I 
am overjoyed to find thee difgufted with the 
belle lettre, and radically cured of the rage of 
writing. Be affured that I will immediately 
procure for thee an employment rn which 
thou mayeft enrich thyfelf, without being at 
a great expence of genius/* " 80 much the 
better ! (cried he.) Genius ftinks in my nof- 
trils, and I now look upon it as the moft fa- 
tal prefent that heaven can beftow upon man.*' 
*' I wifli, my dear Fabricio (I replied), that 
thou may'ft ftill preferve thofe fentiments. If 
you perfift in your refolution to quit poetry, 
I repeat it, I will foon procure for thee an 
honourable and lucrativcpoft ; but until I 
can do thee this ifervice (adding 1, giving 
him a purfe of fixty piftoles), pray accept oJ 
this fmall token of my friendftiip.** 

*^ O generous friend ! (cried the fon of 
barber Nunnez, tranfported with gratitude 
and joy) what thanks do I owe to heaven for 
bringing thee into this hofpital, which I will 
leave this very day by thy affiftance !** and he 
a^ually ordered himfelf to be tranfported into 
a hired lodging. But before we parted, I 
told him where I lived, and invited him to 
come and fee me as foon as he ftiould be per* 
fedlly recovered* He feemed extremely fiir- 

1 4 jrifed^ 
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prifed, when I told him that I lodged in the 
houfc of the Count d'Olivares. '^ Thrice 
happy Gil Bias (faid he), whofe fate it is to 
be a minifter*s favourite ! I rejoice at thy good 
fortune, fince thou ufeft it fo well." 

CHAP. VIII. 

Gil Bias becomes more and more beloved by his 
mcfier. Scipio returns to Madrid^ and gives 
an account of his journey to Santillane. 

THE Count d'Olivares, whom hence- 
forth I fliall call the Count Duke, be- 
caufe the King was pleafed about this time to 
honour him with that title, had a foible which 
I difcovered, very much to my own advan- 
tage : and this was a defire of being beloved. 
As foon as he perceiveiithat any one attached 
himfelf to him through inclination, he im- 
mediately conceived a friendfhip for that ad- 
herent. 

I took care not to negledt this obfervation. 
I was not contented with barely doing what 
he commanded ; I executed his orders with 
fuch demonftrations of zeal, as quite won his 
heart, I ftudied his tafte in all things, that 
I might conform myfelf to it ; and antici- 
pated his defires as much as I could. 

By this condud", which feldom fails of fuc- 
cefs, 1 infenfibly became the favourite of my 
mafter, who, on his part, as I myfelf had the 
fame foible, gained my whole foul, by -the 
marks of affeftion which he bellowed on me; 

and 
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and 1 infinuated myfelf fo far into his favour, 
that I at length Ihared his confidence with 
Signior Carnero^ his chief fecretary. 

Carnero had pradifed the fame method of 
being agreeable to his excellency; and fuc- 
ceeded fo well, that he was intrufted with the 
myfteries of the cabinet. That fecretary and 
I were the two confidents of the prime mini- 
fter, and the depofitories of his fecrets ; with 
this difference, that he fpoke to Carnero of no- 
thing but ftate affairs, and converfed with me 
on his own private concerns only ; by thefe 
means making as it were two feparate depart- 
ments, with which we were both equally fatis- 
fied, we lived together without jealoufy, as with- 
out friendfliip. I had caufe to be pleafed with 
my fituation, which giving me continual op- 
portunities of being with the Count Duke, I 
was always at hand to obferve the very bottom 
of his foul, which he, though naturally dif- 
fembling, ceafed to conceal from me, when 
he no longer doubted* the fincerity of my at- 
tachment. 

** Santillane (faid he to me one day), thou 
haft feen the Duke of Lerma enjoy an autho- 
ritv which looked more like the power of an 
abfolute monarch, than that of a favourite 
minifter : neverthelefs, I am ftill more lucky 
than he was, even at the higheft point of his 
fortune. He had two formidable enemies in. 
the Duke d'Uzeda . his own fon, and ip the 
confeflbr of Philip the Third. Whereas I fee 
not one perfon near the King, who has credit 

r* Is ^\2^>a^ 
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enough to h»urt me, nor even one whom I 
fufpedt to be my foe/* 

** It is true indeed (continued he), that 
when I came to the miniftry I fufFered none 
to be near the prince, but thofc who were con- 
nefted with me, either by blood or friendftiip. 
I have by viceroyaltics or embaflies got rid of 
all thofe noblemen who, by their perfonal me- 
rit, might have acquired fome portion of my 
Tovercign's favour, which I was refolved en- 
tirely to pofleft ; fo that I may now fafcly fay, 
no great man takes umbrage at my credit. 
Thou feed, Gil Bias (added he), that 1 difclofe 
my heart to thee. As I have reafon to think 
thee entirely devoted to me, I have chofen 
thee for my confident. Thou doft not want 
underftanding ; art (I believe) modeft, pru- 
dent, and difcreet ; in a word, thou feemeft 
proper for executing twenty forts of commif- 
fions, which require a young man of exten- 
five underftanding, who is at the fame time 
in my intereft." 

I was not proof againft the flattering images 
which thefe words raifed in my imagination. 
Some vapours of avarice and ambition mount- 
ed into my braiii, and awaked in me thofc 
fentiments over which I thought I had ga.ined 
a complete triumph. I protefted to the mi- 
nifter, that I would anfwer his intentions with 
all my power ; and I kept myfelf ready to 
execute, without fcruple, all the commiflions 
with which he Ihould think proper to intruft 
me. 

Vfhilc 
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While I was thus difpofed to raife new al- 
tars to Fortune, Scipio returning from his 
journey, faid, ** I have not a tedious narra- 
tion to make. The lords, of Leyva were 
charmed when 1 told them the reception you 
met with from the king when he knew you^ 
and with the behaviour of the Count d'Oli- 



vares." 



Here I interrupted Scipio, faying, *' You 
would have given them dill more pleafure,, 
my friend, could you have told them on what 
footing I am now with his grace. The ra* 
pidity of the progrefs which I have made in 
his excellency's heart fince thy departure, is 
altogether prodigious/' " God be praifed ! 
my dear mafter (anfvvered be), I forefee that 
a fplendid deftiny awaits us.** " Let us wave 
this fubjedt (faid I), and talk of Oviedo. Thou 
haft been at the Afturias ;' in what conditioa 
didft thou leave my mother ?** *^ Ah ! Sir 
(he replied, afluming all of a fudden a me- 
lancholy look), I have nothing but afflidling 
news for you from that quarter." " O hea-. 
ven ! (cried I) my mother is certainly dead/*' 
<* Six months ago (faid my fecretary) the 
good lady p'aid the tribute of nature, as well; 
as your uncle Signior Gil Perez, ** 

I was deeply afFedled with my mother's 
death, although in my infancy I had never re- 
ceived from her thofe carefles which are ne* 
ceflTary to make children grateful in the fequel. 
1 Hkewife paid thofe tears which I owed to the 
good canon, for the care he had of my educa-^ 

1 6 xv^^vv 
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tion. My grief indeed did not laft long, but 
foon mellowed into a tender remembrance 
which I have always preferved of my parents. 

CHAR IX. 

HoWy and to whom the Count Duke married hh 
only daughter y with the bitter Jruits which that 
marriage produced, 

S«0 O N after the return of Cofcolina's fon, 
the Count Duke fell into a profound re- 
verie, in which he remained for the fpace of 
eight whole days. I imagined that he was me- 
ditating fome great ftroke of politics ; but 
the fubjeft of his mufing regarded his own fa- 
mily only. " Gil Bias (faid he to me one 
afternoon), thou muft have perceived that I 
am a good deal perplexed in mind. Yes, my 
child, 1 am wholly engroffed by an affair 
upon which the repofe of my life depends ; 
and I will impart the fecret to thee. 

** Donna Maria my daughter (continued 
he) is now marriageable^ and her heart is dif- 
j)uted by a great number of noblemen* The 
Count de Niebles, eldeft fon of the Duke de 
Medina Sidonia, chief of the family of Guz- 
man, and Don Lewis de Haro, eldeft fon of 
the Marquis de Carpio and my own fitter, are 
the two .candidates who feem bcft entitled to 
the preference ; efpecially the laft, who pof- 
fefles merit fo much fuperior to that of his ri- 
vals, that all the court perfuade themfelves I 
fliall make choice of him for my fon-in-law» 

Neve> 
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Neverthelefs, without entering into the rea- 
fons which I have to exclude him, as well as 
the Count de Niebles, I will tell thee, that I 
have caft my eyes on Don Ramires Nunnez 
de Guzman, Marquis of Toral, and chief of 
the family of Guzman d'Abrados : to this 
young nobleman, and the children which he 
Ihall have by my daughter, I intend to leave 
my whole eftate annexed to the title of Count 
d'Olivares, to which I will join the quality of 
Grandee; fo that my grand-children and 
their defcendants, proceeding from the 
branch d'Abrados and that of Olivares, will 
pafs for the eldeft of the Guzman family.'* 

<^ Well, Santillane (added he), doft thou 
not approve of my defign ?" " Pardon me. 
Sir (anfwercd 1), the projed is worthy of the 
genius that formed it ; I am only afraid that 
the Duke de Medina Sidonia will murmur at 
it." *^ Let him murmur, if he pleafes (fc- 
fumed the minifter), 1 (hall give myfelf very 
little trouble about that* 1 don't love his 
branch, which hath ufurped the birth-right 
and titles thereunto attached, over the houfe 
of Abrados. I fliall mind his complaints lefs 
than the chagrin of my lifter the Marchionefs 
of Carpio, in feeing her fon difappointed ia 
his expectation of my daughter. But, after 
all, I intend to pleafe myfelf ; and it is al- 
ready decided that Don Ramires Ihall prevail 
over all his rivalsu*' 
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The Count Duke having taken this refolu- 
tion, gave a new mark of his fingular policy, 
in putting it in pradtice. He prefented a pe- 
tition to the King, begging that he and the 
Queen would be pleafed to beftow his daugh- 
ter in marriage, defcribing the charaders of 
the noblemen who were in purfuit of her, and 
leaving the choic? entirely to their Majefties; 
but he did not fail in fpeaking of the Mar- 
quis of Toral, to (hew that he was the moft 
agreeable of them all. Whereupon the King, 
who had a blind complaifance for his miniftcr, 
returned this anfwer. " I believe Don Ra- 
mires Nunnez worthy of your daughter Don- 
na Maria ; neverthelefs take your own choice. 
The match which will fuit you beft, will be 
the mod agreeable to me. The King/' 

The minifter affeded to ihew this anfwer; 
and pretending to look upon it as his prince's 
order, made hafte to marry his daughter to 
the Marquis of Toral ; an event that very 
much difpleafed the Marchionefs de Carpio, 
as well as the Guzmans, who had flattered 
themfelves with the hope of efpoufing Donna 
Maria ; neverthelefs, as they could not hin- 
der the marriage, they affected to celebrate it 
with great demonftrations of joy. One would 
have thought the whok family was charmed 
with the occafion ; but the malecontents were 
foon revenged in a manner very melancholy 

2 for 
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for the Count Duke. Donna Maria * in ten 
months brought forth a daughter, which died 
in the birth ; and in a few days after fell hcr- 
felf a vidini to death. What a lofs was this 
for a father who (to ufe the expreffion) had 
no eyes but for his daughter; and who faw 
in this event the mifcarriage of his defign, of 
taking the right of elderfliip from the branch 
of Medina Sidonia ! He was fo much afFedt- 
ed, that for fome days he fhut himfelf wp, 
and would fee nobody but me, who conform* 
ing myfelf to his immoderate grief, feemed as 
much afflided as he.. To tell the truth, I 
made ufe of this occafion to ihed frelh tears 
to the memory of Antonia. The refemblance 
which her death had to that of the Marchio- 
nefs of Toral, burft open again the wound 
which was but imperfectly cured, and renewed 
fo much affliction, fo much that the minifter, 
overwhelmed as he was with his own forrow, 
could not help being (truck with mine. He 
was aftonilhed to fee me enter fo warmly into 
his chagrin. " Gil Bias (faid he one day, 
perceiving me plunged in the moft melancholy 
fadnefs), it is a fweet confolation for me to 
h^ve fuch a fympathizing confident/* " Ah ! 
my Lord (anfwered I, giving to him all the 
honour of my afflidtion), I muft be very un- 
grateful and hard-hearted indeed, if I did not 

* Mr. Le Sage has here deviated from the true hiftory ; for 
Donna Maria died unmarried, though ihe was betrothed to Rar* 
mond de Guzman, Marquis of Toral| afterwards created Duke 
•f Medina de las Torres. 
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fincerely fympathize with your Grace. Hew 
can I confider that you mourn the lofs of a 
daughter of accompliihed merits whom you 
tenderly loved, without mingling my tears 
with your's ? No, my Lord, I am fo fenfible 
of your goodnefs, that as long as I live I 
ftiali always Ihare in your pain as well as plea* 
fure. 

CHAP. X. 

• 

Gil Bias by accident meets the poet Nunnez, wh 
tells him that he has compofed a tragedy, 
which is immediately to be reprefented on the 
princess theatre. The badfuccefs of that piecey 
with the furpriftng good luck which attended*its 
fall. 

THE minifter began to be confoled, and 
I of confequence to refume my good 
humour, when one evening I went out all 
ialone to take the air in my coach, and met in 
my way the Afturian poet, whom I had not 
feen fince he quitted the hofpital. He being 
very well drefled, I took hrm into the coach, 
and we drove together to St. Jerome's Mea- 
dow. 

^* Mr. Nunnez (faid I to him), 1 think my- 
felf very lucky in having met you by chance, 
otherwife I fliould not have had the pleafure" 
— — *^ No reproaches, Santillane (faid he 
with precipitation), I fincerely own that I had 
no intention to vifit 'thee, and thou Ihalt heaf 
thereafoo. You prom ifcd me a good poflr^ 

provided 
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prpvided I fliould abjure poetry ; and I have 
found a very fubftantial one on condition that 
I make verfe. I have accepted this laft, as 
moft fuitable to my humour. A friend of 
mine has introduced me into the family of 
Don Bertrand Gomez de Ribero, treafurer of 
the King's gallies. This Don Bertrand, who 
wants to have a wit in his pay, finding my 
verfification very brilliant, has chofen me pre- 
ferably to five or fix authors, who offered 
themfelves candidates for the employment of 
bis private fecretary/* 

" I am very glad to hear it, my dear Fa- 
bricio (faid I), for that Don Bertrand is in all 
appearance very rich/* " Rich ! (anfwered 
he) they fay he has fuch immenfe wealth, that 
he cannot count it. Be that as it will, my 
office is this : as he piques himfelf upon be- 
ing gallant, and would pafa for a man of ge- 
nius, he keeps a literary correfpondence with 
feveral very fprightly ladies, and I lend him 
my pen to compofe billets filled with wit and 
humour. I write for him, in verfe to one, 
in profe to another, and fometimes in perfoa 
carry the letters, to fhew the multiplicity of 
my talents.** 

*^ But thou haft not told me (faid I) what 
I chiefly delire to know; art thou well paid 
for thy epiftolary epigrams ?" ** Very largely 
(he replied.) Rich people are not always ge- 
nerous, and I know fome of them who are 
mere fcrubs 5 but Don Bertrand ufes me very 
nobly. Over and above two hundred piftoles 
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of fixed wages, I frequently receive from him 
fmall gratifications, which put me in a con- 
dition to adl the gentleman, and pafs my time 
agreeably with fome authors, who are, like 
me, enemies to care.*' " But (I refumed)has 
thy treafurer tafle enough to relifli the beauties 
of a work of genius, and to perceive its 
faults ?" " Not at all (anfwered Nunnez) ; 
though he can talk fpecioufly, he is by no 
means a connoifleur. He gives himfelf out, 
however, for another Tarpa * ; decides boldly, 
and fupports his opinion with fuch loudnefs 
and obftinacy, that generally when he difpUtes, 
his antagonift is obliged to yield, in order to 
avoid theihower of ill language with which he 
is wont to overwhelm his opponents/' 

" Thou may'ft well believe (purfued he) 
that I am very cautious of contradifting him, 
whatever caufe he^ gives me for fo doing; for, 
befides the difagreeable epithets which 1 fhould 
' tertaiply bring upon myfelf, 1 might i>o(Bbly 
• be turned out of doors ; I therefore prudently 
applaud what he praifes, and difapproye of 
tvery thing which he condemns. By this 
complaifance, which colls me nothing, be- 
caiife I poffefs the art of accommodating my- 
feJf to the charadlers of thofe who can be- 
friend me, I have gained the friendftiip and 
efteem of my patron. He has engaged me 



♦ Sp. Metius Tarpa, a famous critic of the Auguftan age: 
liis tribunal was in the temple of Apollo, where he fat with Uiot 
polleagues to judge die merit of all theatrical performances before 
they were exhibited on the ftagc. 

... 



G I L B L A S. 187 

to compofe a tragedy on a fubjeft which he 
fuggefted. I have accordingly finifhed it 
under his eye ; and if it fucceeds I fhall owe 
one part of my glory to his good advice.** 

I afked the title of his tragedy ; and he told 
me it was called the Count de Saldagne, inform- 
ing me at the fame time that it would be re- 
prefented in three days on the Prince's theatre, 
" I wifli (anfwered I) that it may have a great 
run ; and I have fuch a good opinion of thy 
genius, as to hope it will.*' ^' I hope fo too 
(faid he) ; but there is no dependence upon 
fuch hope, fo uncertain are authors of the event 
of a dramatick piece." At length the firft day 
of its reprefentation arrived ; and as I could 
not go to the play, being hindered liy a com- 
miffion I had to perform for his Grace, all that 
I could do was to fend Scipio thither, that I 
might at leaft know that very evening the luc- 
cefs of a performance in which I interefted 
myfelf. After having waited with impatience, 
I faw him return with a look from wbich I 
conceived a bad omen. " Well (faid I), bow 
hath the Count de Saldagne been received by the 
public ?*' " Very brutally (anfwered he) ; 
never was piece more barbaroufly ufed.. 1 
came away incenfed, at the infolence of the 
pit/' " And I (faid I) am incenfed at the 
fury of Nunnez in compofing plays. Muft he 
not have loft his judgment entirely, to prefer 
the ignominious fhouts and hifles of an audi- 
ence, to the happy lot which I could have 
procured for him ?'* Thus through friendfliip 

did 
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did I inveigh againft the Afturian poet, and 
afflifted myfelf at the misfortune of his piece, 
while he exulted in the event. 

Two days after, he adtually came to my 
houfe in a tranfport of joy. *^ Santillanc 
(cried he), I am come to Ihare with thee the 
extreme pleafure which I feel. In compofing 
a bad play, my friend, I have made my for- 
tune. Thou knoweft the ftrange reception 
which the Count de Saldagne met with ; all the 
fpeftators exclaimed againft him, as if for a 
wager, and to that general exclamation I owe 
my good fortune/' 

Aftonifhed to hear the poet Nunnez talk in 
that manner, " How ! Fabricio (faid I) is 
it poffible that the fall of thy tragedy can juf- 
tify this thy immoderate joy ?'* '^ Yes fure 
(anfwered he) ; I told thee before that Don 
Bertrand had inferted fome of his own com- 
pofition in my piece, which of confequence he 
thought excellent. He was violently piqued 
to find the fpeftators of a different opinion, 
and this morning faid to me, ** Nunnez, Vic- 
frix caufa Diis placuit^ fed viSla Catoni : if the 
public is difpleafed with thy produdlion, in 
recompence it pleafes me, and that is enough. 
To confole thee for the bad tafte of the age, 
I will give thee two thoufand crowns a-year 
on my eftate ; let us go inftantly to my no- 
tary, and have the deed drawn.*' We went 
thither accordingly; the treafurer has figned 
the deed, and paid me the firftyear advance.'* 

I con- 
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I congratulated Fabricio on the unhappy 
fate of the Count de Saldagne, fince it had 
turned out fo much to the author's advantage, 
*^ Thou haft reafon (continued he) to com- 
liment me on that occafion : how happy am 
in having been foundly hifled ! If the pub- 
lic had been kind enough to honour me with 
applaufe, what fervice Ihould I have received 
from it ? Nothing of confequence. I Ihould 
have got but a very moderate fum for my la- 
bours, whereas its hiffes have all of a fudden 
made me eafy for life." 

CHAP. XI. 

Santillane obtains an employment for Scifio, who 

departs for New Spain. 

MY fecretary could not without envy look 
upon the unexpefted good fortune of 
the poet Nunnez, which was the fole fubjeft 
of his difcourfe during eight whole days. " I 
admire (faid he) the caprice of fortune, that 
fometimes delights in loading a deteftable au- 
thor with wealth, while Ihe leaves men of 
genius in mifery ; I wifh Ihe would take it in 
her head to enrich me alfo in the fpace of one 
night.'* ^^ That may very well happen (faid 
I), and much fooner than you imagine. Thou 
art here in her temple, for I think we may. 
call the prime minifter's houfe the temple of 
Fortune, where favours are often beftowed, 
which aN of a fudden enrich thofe who obtain 
them. •* That is true, Sir (anfwered he). 
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but they muft be waited for with patience/' 
•• Once more, Scipio (faid I), make your- 
felf cafy ; perhaps you are on the point of 
having fome good poft/* A few days after, 
an opportunity adually offered of employing 
him advantageoufly in the fervice of the Count- 
Duke, and I did not let it efcape, 

Difcourfing one morning with Don Ray- 
mond Caporis, fteward of the prime minifter, 
our converfation turned upon his excellency's 
revenues. " His grace (faid he) enjoys the 
commanderies of all the military orders, which 
are worth forty thoufand crowns per_ annum, 
and he is obliged to wear the crofs of Alcan- 
tara only. Befides, his three polls of great 
chamberlain, matter of the horfe, and grand 
chancellor of the Indies, bring in two hun- 
dred thoufand more ; and all that is nothing 
in Gomparifon to the immenfe fums which he 
draws from America. I will tell you how : 
when the king's Ihips fet fail from Seville to 
Lifbon for that country, he embarks on board 
of them wine, oil, and corn, which his eftate 
of Olivares affords, and he pays no duty. He 
fells thefe commodities in the Indies for four, 
times the price which they would yield Mn 
Spain, then employs the money in purchafing 
fpices, colours, and other things, which are 
bought for almofl nothing in that ocw world, 
and afterwards are fold for a high rate in Eu- 
rope. He has already got many millions by. 
this trafiick, without doing the leaft prejudice 
tp the king. What will not furprife y^u (con- 
tinued 
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tinued he) is, that the people employed ia 
tranfadting this commerce always return en- 
riched, the count allowing them to take care 
of their own fortune, while they manage his/' 

Cofcolina*s fon, who liftened to our dif- 
courfe, could not hear Don Raymond talk 
thus, without interrupting him- ** Zooks I 
Signior Caporis, I ftiould be glad to be one of 
thefe people, for I have long wifhed to fee 
Mexico/' " Your curiofity will foon be fa- 
tisfied (faid the fleward to him) if Signior de 
Santilla'ne has no^objeftion to your defire. 
Though I am very nice in the choice of thofe 
whom I fend to the Indies on this employment 
(for I choofe them all), I will, without hefi- 
tation, infert you in my regifter, if your maf- 
ter defires it." " You will oblige me in fo 
doing (faid I to Don Raymond), pray give 
me that mark of your friendfhip. Scipio is 
a young man whom I love; befides, he has a. 
great deal of underftanding, and will behave 
in an irreproachable manner. In a word, I 
can anfwer for him as for myfelf." ' 

*' If that be the cafe (refumed Caporis), 
let him repair immediately to Seville ; the 
.Ihips will fail for the Indies in a month. He 
Ihali have a letter from me at his departure, 
for a man who will give him all neceflary in- 
ftru(9:ions to enrich himfelf, without preju- 
dicing the interefts of his excellency, which 
muft ever be looked upon as facred.'* 

Scipio, charmed, with his employment, 
made halte to fet out for Seville^ with a thouf- 

and* 
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and crowns which I gave him, to buy wine 
and oil in Andaluiia, and put him in a condi- 
tion to trade in the Indies on his own bot- 
tom. Neverthelefs, glad as he was to make a 
voyage by which he hoped to profit fo much, 
he could not leave me without Ihedding tears, 
and I could not behold his departure with in- 
difference, 

C .H A P. XII. 

Don Alphonfo de Leyva comes to Madrid; the 
motive of his journey. Gil Bias is qffli£led at 
the caufe, but rejoices at the confequence of it. 

SC I P lO was fcarce gone, when a page be- 
longing to the minifter brought to me a 
billet containing thefe words. " If Signior de 
^* Satillane will give himfelf the trouble to call 
•^ at St. Gabriel's head, in Toledo-ftreet, he 
** will there fee one of his beft friends/* *^ Who 
can this anonymous friend be ? (faid I to my- 
felf) Whydoes he conceal his name? hewants, 
I fuppofe, to give me the pleafure of fur-' 
prize/' I went out immediately to Toledo- 
itrcet, and going to the appointed place, was 
hot a little aftoniihed to fee Don Alphonfo de 
Leyva. ** Are you here, my lord !'* (cried I) 
" Yes, my dear Gil Bias (anfwered he, hug- 
ging me clofe in his arms) it is Don Alphonfo 
himfelf whom you fee.'' " What brings you 
to Madrid ? (faid I) " I will both furprife 
and afflidt you (he replied), in telling the caufe 
of my journey, I am deprived of the go- 
vernment 
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vernmcnt of Valencia, and the prime miniftet 
has ordered me to court, to give an account 
of my conduft.'* I remained a whole quar- 
ter of an hour mute and thunder-firuck, then 
recovering myfelf, afked what he was accufed 
of. " I know nothing of the matter (an- 
fwered he), but impute my difgrace to a vifit 
which I made about three weeks ago to the 
Cardinal Duke of Lerma, who has been a 
month confined to his caftle of Denia/' 

•' O ! truly (faid I, interrupting him), you 
have reafon to attribute your misfortune to 
that indifcreet vifit ; you need feek for the 
caufe of it no where elfe ; and give me leave 
to fay, you did not confult your ufual pru- 
dence, when you went to vifit the difgraced 
minifter/* •* The error is now committed 
(faid he), and I have taken my refolution with 
a good grace. I will retire with my family to 
the caftle of Leyva, where I will fpend the 
reft of my days in profound peace. All that 
gives me concern, is my being obliged to ap- 
pear before a haughty minifter, who may pof- 
fibly treat me uncivilly. A fufficient mortifi- 
cation to a Spaniard ! neverthelefs it muft be 
borne; but before I would make this fubmif- 
fion, I was willing to fpeak with you/' 

** My lord faid 1), don't prefent yourfelf 
before the minifter, until I know what you 
are accufed of ; perhaps the evil is not with- 
out remedy. Be that as it will, you muft al- 
low me, if you pleafe, to exert myfelf in your 
favour, as much as gratitude and friendfiiip 

Vol. IV. K re 
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require/' So faying, I left Kim at the m^ 
afluriog him that b^ &puld . hear ffom me 
foon. 

As I had not meddled in iflate-taffairs finoe 
the two memorials, of wJiich d^uent men- 
tion has been made, I west toCamero, and 
alked if it was true that the government of 
Valencia had been taken from Don AJphonfo 
de Leyva ? He anfwered in the affirmative, 
but faid he was ignorant of thecaufe. Upon 
this, I formed a refolution, without hefitation, 
to addrefs m\felf to his grace, that I rmigbt 
karn from his own mouth what caafe he had 
to compliin of Don Cjefar's fon. 

I was fo much penetrated with this trouble- 
fome event, that I* had no occaiion to affcda 
melancholy look to appear affliifted in the eyes 
of the Count-Duke. " What is the matter, 
Santillane ? (faid he as foon as he favv me), I 
perceive an impreffion of for row on thy coun- 
tenance, and even the tears ready to drop from 
thine eyes: has any body injured tt^ce? fpeak, 
and thou (halt be revensi;ed," ** My lord 
(anTwered I weeping;), I would not conceal my 
fbrrow from you if I could : 1 am quite in 
defpair, being told that Don Alphonfo dc 
JLcjva is no longer governor of Valencia; 
for I could not have heard a piece of news 
that would afiedt me niore.'^ *' What fayefl 
thou, Gil Bias (replied the rniniflcr aftonilh- 
ed); what concern canit thou have with.that 
Don Alphon-lb and his government ?" I then 

gave him ^.detail )of.. ail clije. obligations. I hty 

.Jinder 
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:un<i^-to-jtbe lords of .Lcyva: and aftemards 
xe^ount^ in what manner I l\ad objtained (roai 
•the Puke of [Lerma-, the government in ques- 
tion }fpr Dojn Qi^iar's fgn. 

When jvis excellency hjid he^rd me to an 
^nd^ with an attention full of kindnefs for 
me, he faid, " Dry up thy tears, my fricncl* 
I not only was ignorant of vvhat thou haft told 
me, but own alfo that I looked upon Don 
Alphonfo as a creature of the Cardinal of Ler- 
ma : put thyfelf in my place ; would not the 
vifit which he made to his eminence make 
thee fufped: him ? I am willing to believe, 
however, that having received his employ- 
ment from the Cardinal, he took that ftep out 
of pure gratitude, I am ferry for having dif- 
placed a man who owed his poft to thee ; but 
if I have deftroyed thy work, I can repair it, 
I will even do more for thee than the Duke 
of Lerma did : thy friend Don Alphonfo was 
DO more than governor of the city of Valert 
cia, and 1 will make him viceroy of the king- 
dom of Arragon : thou mayeft go and inform 
him of this piece of new^, and defire him to 
come and take the oaths." 

When I heard thefe words I paflTed from the 
extremity of grief to an excefs of joy, which 
difturbed my intellefts lb much, that my dif- 
order appeared in the compliment of thanks, 
which I made to his grace, who was not, 
however, difpleafed at my confufion. But 
svhen I told him that Don Alphonfo was al- 
ready at JV^adrid, he (aid 1 might introduce 

K 2 him 
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him that very day. I ran immediately to the 
St. Gabriel, where Don Casfar's fon was over- 
joyed to hear of his new employment; he 
could fcarce believe what I faid, fo improbable 
did it feem to him, that the minifter, what- 
ever friendlhip he had for me, was capable of 
beftowing viceroyalties on my recommenda- 
tion. I conduced him to the Counr-Duke, 
who received him very politely, and told him, 
** He had behaved fo well in his government, 
of the city of Valencia, that the king, think- 
ing him qualified to fill a higher place, had 
named him to the viceroyalty of Arragon. 
Befides (added he), that dignity is not above 
your birth, and the nobility of Arragon can- 
not murmur at the choice of the court.** 

His excellency made no mention of me, 
and the public never knew the part which I 
jadted in this affair : a circumftance that faved 
l)on Alphonlb and the minifter a great many 
fatirical remarks, that people might have paff- 
ed upon a viceroy of my making. 

As foon as D. n C^far's fon was certain of 
the phce, he difpatched an exprefs to Valencia 
to inform his father and Seraphina of his good 
fortune, and they foon came to Madrid : their 
firft care was to find me, and overwhelm mc 
with thanks. What a moving and glorious 
light was It for me, to fee myfelf embraced 
with eagernefs by the three perfons in the 
world whom I loved mod! As fenfibleof my 
zeal and aflfeftion, as the honour which the 
poft of viceroy did to their family,, their ex- 

prcffions 
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preffions of gratitude to me were infinite; 
they even fpoke to me as to one of their own 
rank ; they feemed to have forgot that I was 
their fervant; and thought they could never 
enough manifcft their friendfhip. To fup- 
prefs ufelefs circumftances, Don Alphonfo 
having received his letters patent, thanked 
the king and his minifter^ and having taken 
the ufual oaths, fet out with his family from 
Madrid, to go and fix his abode at SaragofTa*, 
where he made his entrance with all poflible 
magnificence; and the Arragonians Ihewed 
by their acclamations that they were very well 
pleafed with the viceroy whom I had fet over 
them. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Gil Bias meets Don Go/ton de CogollqSj and Don 

- jAndrea de Tordejillas^ at the palace. The con- 

clufion of the ftory of Don Gq/fon and Donna 

Helena de Galtfteo. San t ilia ne does an impor- 

tant piece of fervice to Tordefillas. 

I Swam in joy for having fo luckily changed 
a difplaced governor into a viceroy ; even 
the lords of Leyva were lefs pleafed at ic 
than I was. I foon had another opportunity 
of employing my credit for a friend : which 
I think I fhould relate, to perfuadp the reader, 

• Saragofla, formerly Czfarea Augufta, an ancient city, upon 
the river £bro, capital of the kingdom of Arragon. It has an 
archblfhop, fovereign council, and Is the feat of an uniyerfity and 
inquilition. 

K 3 that 
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that r was ho longer the fame GH Bfes \^6 
fold the favours of the court, under thi pre- 
ceding miniftry. 

Being one day in the king's antichamber, 
difcourlingwith noblemen, who, knowing my 
fituation with the prime minifter, did not dif- 
dain my converfation, 1 perceived in the 
crowd Don Gafton de Cogollos, that ftatc- 
prifoner whom I had left in the tov^ei* of Se- 
govia ; and the keeper Don Andrea: de Tor- 
defiUas along with him. I immediately quit- 
ted my company to go arid embrace thefe two 
friends, whom, if they were aftonifilcd* to fecf 
me there, I was* ftill more f6, to nfttct iri t'fiatf 
place. After fome warm hugs on both fidesy 
Don Gafton faid to me, '* Signior de Santil- 
lanc, we have a world of queftioris to aik mu- 
tually, and this is not a convenient place for 
that purpofe : allow me to conduft you to a 
houfe where Signior de Tordefillas and 1 will 
be glad to have a long converfation with you. 
I cohfented to this propofal : we fqueezcd 
through the crowd, and going out of the pa- 
lace, found Don Gafton's coach waiting for us 
in the ftreet ; we went into it all three^ and 
were driven to the^gr^ait market-place, where 
the bull-fights are performed, and there Cogol- 
Jos lived in a very hahdfome houfe. " Signior 
Gil Bias- (faid Don Andrea, when we were 
fct in a hall magnificently furnilhed), at your 
departure from Segovia you feemed to hate 
the court, and to be refolved to remove from 
it for ever," *^ That was adually my defign 

(anfwercd 
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(anfwcred I), and fo long as the late king 
lived, I did not change my fentiments ; but 
when I underftood that the prince his fon was 
on the throne, I was willing to fee if the new 
monarch would know mc again ; he did re- 
coUedt me, and I had the good fortune to be 
favourably received; hehimfelf recommend- 
ed me to the prime minifter, who has con- 
ceived a friendlhip for me, and with whom I 
am in ftill greater favour than ever I was with 
the Duke of Lerma. This Signior Don An- 
drea^ is what I had to tell you. Now, pra/, 
let me know if you are ftill keeper of the tower 
of Segovia ?" *' No, indeed (he replied) : the 
Count-Duke has put another in my place ; in: 
ail probability, believing me wholly devoted 
to his^ predecelTor/* ** And as for me (faid 
Don Grafton)^ I was fet at liberty for a quite 
contrary reafon. The prime minifter no foon- 
er learned that I was imprifoncd at Segovia . 
by the Duke of Lerma's order, thaa he or- 
dered me to be difcharged; it now remains, 
Signior Gil Bias, to inform you of what baa 
happened to me, fince I have been enlarged, • 
*< The firft thing 1 did (continued he), after 
having thanked Don Andrea for his kindaefs' 
to me, during my confinement, was to. repair 
to Madrid, and prcfent myfelf before theCount- ' 
Duke d'Olivares, who faid to me, " Don't 
be afraid that the misfortune which hath hap* 
pened to you, will in the leaft prejudice your 
reputation ; you are now fully j,iiftificd : and 1 
am the more convinced of your innoccncf, be* 

K 4 caufe 
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caufe the marquis of Villareal, whofe accom- 
plice you were fufpefted to be, was not guilty \ 
for, though he is a Portugueze, and even re- 
lated to the duke of Braganza, he is not fo 
much in his interefts as in thofe of the king 
my matter. Your intimacy with that marquis 
is therefore no reproach upon you : and in or- 
der to repair the injuftice which you fuffered, 
- in being accufed of treafon, the king has be- 
llowed upon you a lieutenancy in the Spanifli 
guards/' I accepted the commiffion, begging 
that his excellency would allow me, before I 
fiiould enter upon my duty, to go to Coria 
and vifit my aunt Donna Eleonora- de Laxa- 
rilla. The minifter gave me leave for a month, 
and I fet out accompanied by one lacquey 
only ; we had already pafled Colmenar, and 
were engaged in a hollow road, between two 
mountains, when we perceived a cavalier de- 
fending himfclf valiantly againft three men, 
who attacked him altogether. I did not he- 
litate, but rode to his fuccour, and put myfelf 
on his fide. I obferved while we fought, that 
our enemies were mafked, and that we had to 
do with vigorous fwordfmen : however, in 
fpite of- their ftrength and ikill, we remained 
conquerors ; for I pierced one of the three, 
who fell from his horfe, and the other two 
immediately betook themfelves to flight. The 
viftory, indeed, was not much lefs fatal to us 
than to the wretch whom I killed; fince, 
after the action, my companion and I found 
ourfelyes dangeroufly wounded. But you may 

guefs 
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guefs what \yas my furprife^ when in this ca- 
valier I recoileaed Combados the hulband of 
Donna Helena ! He was no lefsaftonifhed when 
be faw that I was his defender : '* Ah, Don 
Gallon ! (cried he) was it you then who came 
to my affiftance ! when you fo generoufly ef- 
poufed my caufe, you little thought it was 
that of the man who deprived you of your 
miftrefs/* " I was really ignorant of it (an- 
fwered I), but had I known you, do you ima- 
gine that I Ihould have fcrupled to do what I 
have done ? are you fo much miftaken in me, 
as to think me fo bafe ?" " No, no (he re- 
plied), I have a better opinion of your virtue ; 
and if I die of the wounds which 1 have re- 
ceived, I hope your's will not hinder you from 
profiting by my death.'* " Combados (faid 
I), although I have not yet forgot Donna He-* 
lena, know, that I don't defire to enjoy her, 
at the expence of your life ; I am even glad 
of having contributed towards faving you from 
the fwords of three affaffins, fince in that, I 
have performed an adtion agreeable to your 
wife/* While we converfed in this manner, 
my lacquey alighted, and approaching the . 
dead cavalier, took off his mafk and difcover- 
ed features which Combados immediately 
knew. " It is Caprara ! (cried he) that per- 
fidious coufin, who out of fpite, for having 
been difappointcd of a rich eftate which he 
unjuftly difputed with me, has a long time 
cherifhed the defire of murdering me, and^t 

K 5 lengthy 
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length, chofeA this day to put it in execu* 
tion ; biit heaven hath permitted him to fall a 
vifiim to his oWh defign.** 

Mean while our blood flowed a-pace, and 
we grew weaker and weaker : neverthelefsj 
wounded as we were, we had ftrength cnoujgh 
to go to the town of Villarejo, which was but 
two gua-fliots from the field of battle. W* 
alighted at the firft inrt we came to, and fend- 
ing for furgeortis, one was brought, who had 
the reputation of being very expert in h« 
pfofeflion : he examined our wounds, which 
he found dangerous, then drefled them, and 
nfext day, after having taken off the drefliiigs, 
declared that the wounds of Don Bias were 
mortal; he judged more favourably of mine, 
sind his prognoftics were fulfilled. 

Combados hearing his doom, thought of 
nothing but preparing for death : he likewifc 
difpatched afi exprefs to inform his wife of 
what had happened, and of his prefcnt melan- 
choly fitualion, ; upon which Donna Helena 
fetting out immediately, foon arrived at Villa- 
Tij.^y her mind difturbed with a difquiet which 
had two different caufes : the danger in which 
her hufband was, and the dread of feeling, at 
fight of me, a flame which was but half^ex- 
tinguilhed, revive, created a terrible agitation 
in her bread. " Madam (faid Don Bla5> 
when ftie came into his prefence) you arrive 
time enough to receive my laft adieu : I am 
going to die, and I regard my death as tb^ 
^ p&n'rihment of heaven, for having by a deceit 
H deprived 
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deprived you of Don Gafton. Far from milr- 
muring at my fate^ I exhort you to ^eilorc to 
him the heart which I unjuftly feized.^ Donna 
Helena anfwered only by her tears ; and truly, 
it was the bcft reply (he could make, as Ihe 
was not as yet fo much detached from me, as 
to forget the artifice which he had praftifed 
to make her br^ak her vows. 

As the furgeon had prognofticated, Com- 
bados died of his wounds, in lefs than thre^ 
days, while mine indicated a fpeedy cure, 
The young widow, who was wholly engroflcd 
by the care of tranfporting the hufband's corpf(S 
to Coria, in order to perform all th^ funeral 
honours which Ihe owed to his afhes, departed 
from Villarejo, after having enquired (through 
pure politenefs) about my health. As food 
as I could follow her, I fet out alfo for Coria, 
where my recovery being completed, niy 
aunt Donna Eleonora and Don George dd 
Galifteo refolved that Helena and I Ihould be 
married forthwith, left fortune Ihould agairt 
part us by fome unlucky accident. '1 hit 
marrrage was celebrated in private on account 
of the too recent death of Don Bias*; and a 
few days after, I returned to Madrid with 
Donna Helena. As I had exceeded the time 
prefcribed by theCount-Duke for my journey, 
1 was afraid that he had given to another the 
lieutenancy which he had promifed to me : 
but he had not difpofed of it, and was fo good 
as to admit the excufes which I made for my 
delay.. 

K 6 ^ « I am 



204 The ADVENTURES of 

^M am now (continued Cogollos) lieute- 
nant of the Spanifh guard, am pleafed with 
my emfffoyment, and have contracted feme 
agreeable friends with whom I live very hap- 

Eily." " I wilh I could fay as much (cried 
)on Andrea); but 1 am very far from being 
iatisfied with my condition : I have loft my 
poft, which was pretty advantagieous ; and I 
have no friends who have credit enough to 
procure me fuch another/' *' Pardon me, 
Signior Don Andrea (faid I fmiling), you have 
in me, a friend who is good for fomething. 
I have already faid that I am ftill better belov- 
ed by the Count-Duke than ever 1 was by the 
Duke of Lerma, and you have the affurancc 
to tell me, to my face, that you have not a 
friend who can procure a good poft for you. 
Have I not once before done you fuch a piece 
of fervice? Remember that, by the intereft 
of the arcbbiftiop of Granada, I was 'the oc- 
calion of your being named to exercife an em- 
ployment at Mexico, where you would have 
made your fortune, if love had not detained 
you in the city of Alicant ; and I am at prefenl 
more capable of ferving you, having the ear 
of the prime minifter/' " I truft wholly to you 
then (replied Tordefillas), but (added he, 
fmiling, in his turn), pray, don't fend me to 
New-Spain; I would not go thither, if I was 
to be made chief judge of Mexico.'* 

We were interrupted in this part of our con- 
verfation by Donna Helena, who came into 
the halP, and whofe amiable perfon equalled 

the 
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the charming idea which I had formed of he^ 
beauty. " Madam, (faid Cogollos to her) 
this is Signior de Santillane, of whom you have 
beard me fpeak, and whofe agreeable com- 
pany hath often fufpended my forrows, while 
I was in priTbn.** " Yes, Madam, (faid I to 
Donna Helena) my'converfation pleafed hiin, 
becaufe you was always the fubjedt of it.** 
Don George's daughter made a modeft reply 
to my compliment ; after which, I took my 
leave of this couple, protefting that I Was 
raviihed to find their long paffion was at length 
crowned by a happy marriage. Then addreff- 
ing myfelf to Tordefillas, I defired him to 
give me his direction, which when I received, 
*^ Without bidding you adieu, Don Andrea, 
(faid I) 1 hope in lefs than eight days, you 
will fee that I have power as well as friendlhip/* 
My words were foon verified ; the very next 
day, the Count-Duke furnifhed me with an 
occafion to oblige the keeper. " Santillane, 
(faid his excellency) the place of governor of 
the royal prifon at Valladolid is vacant : it 
brings in more than three hundred piftoles per 
annum, and I am rcfolved to beftow it upon 
thee." " I would not have it, my lord (an- 
fwered I), were it worth ten thoufand ducats 
yearly : I renounce all polls that I cannot en- 
joy without removing from your Grace.*' 
*' But (refumed the minifter), thou mayeft 
very well enjoy this, without being obliged to 
leave Madrid, except to go fometimes to Val- 
ladolid, to vifit the prifon.'* ** You may fay 

what 
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what you pleafe (I replied) ; I will not atcept 
of that employment, but on condition that 1 
ihall be allowed to refign in favour of a brave 
gentleman called Don Andrea de TordeiillaSy 
formerly keeper of the tower of Segovia : I 
flK)iild love to make him that prefent, as an 
acknowledgment for the kind treatment I re- 
ceived from him during my confinement." 

The minifter laughing at thisdifcourfe^faid, 
^^ I fee, Gil Bias, thou haft a mind to make 
a governor of a royal prifon, as thou haft 
made a viceroy. Well, be it fo, my friend ; 
I give to thee this vacant place for Tordeiil- 
las J but tell me freely, what advantage thou 
wilt reap from it : for I don't believe thee fool 
enough to employ thy credit for nothing/* 
" My lord, (anfwered I) ought not a man to 
pay his debts ? Don Andrea, in the moft difia- 
terefted manner, did me all the fervice be 
could : ought not 1 to requite his generofity?" 
•^ You are become very difinterefted, Mr, 
Santillane, (faid his excellency,) I think you 
were not fo much fo, under the laft minifter." 
*^ I own it (faid I); my morals were corrupted 
by bad example : as every thing was then put 
to fale, I conformed myfelf to the falhion ; 
and as every thing is now given away, 1 have 
refumed my integrity." 

I procured, then, the government of the 
royal prifon of Valladolid for Don Andrea^ 
whom, in a little time, I fent to that city, as^ 
.well fatisfied v^ith his new fettlement^, as I was 

witk 
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with the opportunity of acquitting tnyfelf of. 
the obligations i owed hiai. 

C H A ?. XIV. 

Santtllane vifits the poet Nunnet: an account of 
the perfon^ "Whom he fomd^ and the difcourfe 
which he bettrd af his M^n^s. 

ONE aftefnocfn, I was- feized with an in- 
clination of vificing the Afturian poet, 
being curious to know how he was lodged. I 
went accordingly^ to the houfe of Signior Don 
Bertrand Gom6« de Ribero, and aiking for 
Nunnez, " He does not live here (faid the 
porter)^ but lodges thfere at prefent, having 
hired the back-fide of the houfe." So faying 
he pointed to a houfe in the neighbourhood^ 
whither I went, and after having crofled a 
fmall court, entered into a naked hall, where 
I found my frieftd Fabricio ftiil at table, with 
five or fix of his companions whom he treated 
that day. 

They had almoft dined, and confequently 
were in a trim for difputing ; but as foon as 
they perceived me> their noify difcourfe fub- 
fided into profound filence. Nunnez got up 
with great eagernefs to receive me, crying, 
** Gentlemen, this is Signior de Santillane, 
who is fo good as to honoiir me with a vifit ; 
pray join me^ in paying your refpefts to the 
favourite of the prime minifter." At thefe 
words, all the gufefts got up to falute me; 
and IB favour of th^ ti(te whigh I had received, 

treated 
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treated me with great civility and refpeft. 
Altho' I was neither hungry nor thirfty, I could 
n«t excufe myielf from fitting down at table 
^ith them ; and was even obliged to honour 
the toaft which they had propofed. 

As I imagined that my prefence was a check 
upon their converfation, ^* Gentlemen (laid 
I), I have interrupted your difcourfe : pray, 
refume it, or I will be gone,** •* Thefe gentle- 
naen (faid Fabricio) were talking of the Iphi- 
genia of Euripides. The batchelor Melchior 
de Villegas, who is a critic of the firft order, 
was aflcing of Signior Don Jacinto de Roma- 
rata, what was the mod interefting circum- 
ftance of that tragedy/' " Yes (faid Don 
Jacinto), and I anfwered that it was the danger 
of Iphigenia/* " And I (faid the batchelor) 
replied (and I am ready to demonftrate my 
affertion,) that the danger is not the moft in- 
terefting part of the fubjeft/' " What is, 
then ?" (cried the old licentiate Gabriel de 
Leon.) " *Tis the wind (faid the batchelor.)" 

The whole company burft out into laughing 
at this repartee, which I could not believe fe- 
rious; I thought that Melchior pronounced 
it, with a view of enlivening the converfation : 
but 1 did not know this virtuofo, who was a 
man tjiat did not at all underftand raillery, 
*' Laugh as much as you pleafe, gentlemen 
(replied he drily) ; I maintain that the wind 
alone ought to intereft, furprife, and move the 
fpeftator: figure to yourfelves, a numerous 
army aflerabled to go and befiege Troy ; con- 
ceive 
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ceive all the impatience of the chiefs and fol- 
diers to execute that enterprize, that they may 
fpeedily return into Greece, where they have 
left what is moft dear to them, their wives, 
children, and houfehold-gods ; in the mean 
time, a curfed contrary wind detains them at 
Aulis, feems to nail them to the port, and if 
it does not change, they cannot go and beficge 
the city of Priam : it is the wind, therefore, 
which conftitutes the moft interefting point of 
that tragedy. I Ihare with the Greeks, I ef- 
poufe their caufe, my whole wifli is the depar- 
ture of the fleet, and I fee with indifference 
the danger of Iphigenia, fince her death is 
the only means of obtaining a favourable 
wind from the gods/* 

Villegas had no fooner done fpeaking than 
the laugh was renewed at his expence, Nun- 
nez was fo mifchievous as to fupport his opi- 
nion, that he might afford more game to the 
ralliers/who began to pafs a great many jokes 
upon the wind : but the batchelor beholding 
them all with a phlegmatic, haughty look, 
treated them as ignorant and vulgar minds, 
I expedled every moment to fee them warm, 
and to go to loggerheads, the ufual end of 
their diflertations : but I was baulked in my 
expediation ; they were contented with revil- 
ing one another, and withdrew when they 
had eaten and drank their fill. 

Whjen they were gone, I aiked Fabricio, 
why he did not live ftill with his treafurer; 
and if he had quarrelled with him. *^ Quar- 
relled ! 
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relied ! (anfwered he) God forbid : I am more 
in favour than ever with Signior Don Ber- 
trand, who has allowed me to lodge by my- 
felf, I have, therefore, hired thefe lodgings, 
to receive my friends, and make merry with 
them in full liberty; which is often the cafe: 
for thou knoweft that 1 am not of an humour 
to leave much wealth to my heir»; and what 
is very happy for me, I dm, at prefenr, in a 
condition of enjoying parties of pleafuf e every 
day.** " I am overjoyed to hear ir, my dear 
MunneZy (faid I) and I cannot help congratu- 
lating thee again, upon the fuccefs of thy laft 
tragedy : the whole eight hundred dramatic 
pieces of the great Lope have not brought 
him one fourth of what tiiou haft got by thy 
Count de Saldagne« 



The End of the El^vbhth Book^ 
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G I L B L A S of Santillane. 
BOOK XII. 

C H A p. 1. 

Jf/ Bias isfent to Toledo by the minijier : the mo^ 
the dma fuccefs ofhisjountfy. 

r5?^^Uiing a whole month almoft, his 
S D © Grace had been faying to me every' 
'(S\r^ day, ** Santillane, the time draws near 
IstM^M when I Ihall fet thy addrefs to work ;*' 
nd ftill this time did not come. At length, . 
however, it arrived; and his excellency fpoke^ 
me in thefe virords : " It is reported that, in 
he company of players belonging to Toledo, 
here is a young, adtrefs whofe talents make a 
;reat noife; it is faid that Ihe dances and fings 
ivinely, and quite captivates the fpe&ator by 
er declamation. I am aflured alfo^ that ihe 

has 
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has a confiderable fhare of beauty. Such a 
genius deferves to appear at court. The king 
loves plays, mufic, and dancing : and he muft 
not be deprived of the pleafure of feeing and 
hearing a perfon of fuch extraordinay merit. 
] have refolved, therefore, to fend thee to To- 
ledo, to judge by thyfelf, whether or not fhe 
is adtually fuch a wonderful adtrefs. I will be 
governed by the impreflion ftie Ihall make up- 
on thee, as I depend a great deal on thy dif- 
cernment/* I anfwered, that I ihould give 
his Grace a good account of that affair; and 
prepared for my departure with one lacquey 
only, whom I ordered to put off the minifter*s 
livery, that things might be done the morcr 
myfterioufly. And this was very much to his 
Excellency's tafte. I fet out then for Toledo, 
where, when 1 arrived, I alighted at an inn 
near the caftle. Scarce had I fet my foot to 
the ground, when the landlord, taking me, 
doubtlefs, for fome country gentleman, faid 
to me, *' Signior Cavalier, 1 fuppofe you arc 
come to town, to fee the auguft ceremony of 
the jluto daFe'^, which is to be performed 
to-morrow." I anfwered in the affirmative, 
thinking it more prudent to let him believe 
that, than to givfe him an opportunity of quef- 
tioning me about my coming to Toledo. 
^^ You will fee (he refumed) one of the fineft 
proccffions that ever happened : there are (I 
am told) more than a hundred prifoners, among 

• The A6t of Faith. . 

which 
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tvhich they reckon above ten who are to be 
burnt/' 

Next morning, indeed, before fun-rife, I 
heard all the bells of the city tolling ; and this 
melancholy found was to advercife the people, 
that they were going to begin the Auto da Fe. 
Curious to fee this folemnity, 1 put on my 
cloaths in a hurry, and repaired to the inqui- 
fition. All along the ftreets through which 
the proceffion was to pafs, fcaffolds were ereft- 
cd, upon one of which 1 hired a place. In 
a little time I perceived the Dominicans, who 
walked foremoft, preceded by the banners of 
the inquifition. Thefe good fathers were im- 
mediately followed by the wretched viftims 
which were to be facrificed that day by the 
holy office. Thefe miferable creatures walk- 
ed one after another with their heads and feet 
bare, each having a wax-taper in his hand, 
and a godfather * by his fide. Some had large 
fcapularies of yellow (luff, garnifhed with St. 
Andrew's croffes painted red, and called San- 
benito ; others wore carochas, which are high 
paper-caps made in the (hape 6f a fugar-loaf, 
and covered with flames and diabolical figures. 

As I looked attentively at thefe unfortunate 
people with a compaffion which I took care 
to conceal, that I might not fuffer for it, I 
thought I repoUefted, among thofe who had 
their heads adorned with carochas, the reve- 
rend father Hilary, and his companion bro-* 

* People named by the inauifitor, to accompany the prlfonen 
in the dut» da Fe\ and obliged to be aoTweraUc iot them. 

thef 
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thcr Ambrofe. They pailed fo near me that 
I could not be miftakeo. . *' What do I feci 
(faid I to myfelf) heaven, wearied with the 
diforderly lives of thefe wretches, hath <fc- 
livered them at laft to the jufiice of the in- 
quiiition !'* So faying, I felt myfelf fcized 
with horror : I trembled from head to foot, 
and mv fpirirs were fo difordered, that I had 
almoft fwooned. The connexion which I once 
had with thefe rogues, the adventure of Xelva, 
in Ihort, all the circumftances of my coFfc* 
fpondence with them, prefented thetiafelves 
that moment to my fancy ; and I thought I 
could never be thankful enough to God, for 
having preferved me from the fcapulary and 
carochas. 

When the ceremony was ended, I returned 
to the inn, trembling at the dreadful fpedacle 
which I had beheld : but thefe affliding images 
which difturbed my imagination difpcrfed in- 
fenfibly ; and now, my whole ftudy was to ac- 
quit myfelf handfomely of the commiffion 
intruded to my care, I waited impatiently 
for play^time, that I might go to the theatre, 
judging that to be the moft proper beginning 
of my work : and as foon as the hour came, 
I went thither, and fat down by a knight of 
Alcantara ; with whom entering into cbnver- 
fation, ** Signior, (faid I to him) may a ftran- 
ger be fo bold as to aik you one queftioa?*' 
«< Signior Gavalicr, anfwered he, very po- . 
litely I (hall think it an honour.'' ** I have 
h(e5w:d the adtors of Toledo (1 refumed) vet)' 
^ . . 5 , much 
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much ew:olled ; pr/iy, have I been 'mJfinform- 
cd ?'* *' No (repKcd the knight), their confi- 
pany is not bad; nay, there are great players 
among them. 'You will fee among others, 
the fair Lucretia, anaftrefs of fourteen years 
of age, who will fwprife you very mueh. I 
IhalLhave no occafionto point her out to you ; 
when Ihe aj^pcars, you will eafily diftinguifli 
her from the reft/' I afked if Ihe was to play 
that evening ; and he told me (he would, ob- 
ferving at the fame time, that (he had a very 
ihining part to ^&, in the piece which was go« 
ing to be reprefented. 

The play began ; and two aftrefles, who 
had neglefted nothing which could contribute 
towards rendering them charming, appeared 
on the ftage : but, in fpite of the luftre of 
their diamonds, I took neither the one nor the 
other for her whom I expeded. At length, 
Lucretia walked forwards from the bottom of 
the ftage ; and her appearance was faluted by 
a long and general clapping of hands. " Ah ! 
there ihe is .(f^*^ 1 to myfelf) : what a noble 
air ! what grace ! what fine eyes ! O the di- 
vine creature ! I was actually very well pleaf* 
ed, or rather paffionately ftruck with her per- 
fon. On hearing her recite the firft couplet, 
I found Ihe had nature, fire, and underftand- 
ing above her age ; and I willingly joined my 
applaufe to that which ihe received from 
the whole audience, during the performance. 
** Well (faid the knight to me), you iee how 
Lucretia is care^fed • by the public.^ ^^ I am 

not 




2i6 The ADVENTURES of 

not at all furprifed at it/* (anfwercd I). You 
would be lefs fo ftill (faid he), if you had 
heard her fing. She is a pcrfedt fyrcn. Woe 
be to thofe who liften ! Her dancing is no lefs 
formidable. Her fleps, as dangerous as her 
voice, charm the eye, and force the heart to 
yield.** " If that be the cafe (cried 1), it 
muft be owned, fhe is a prodigy ! What hap- 
py mortal has the pleafure of ruining himfelf 
for fuch an amiable creature ?'* 

*' She has no declared lover (faid he), and 
even fcand^ has not as yet involved her in any 
private intrigue. Neverthelefs (added he), 
this may foon be the cafe ; for Lucretia is 
under the condudt of her aunt Eftella, who is 
certainly the mod expert of all the aftreffes." 
At the name of Eftella, I interrupted the 
knight with precipitation, to afk if that Ef- 
tella was an adtrefs of the Toledo company. 
•* She is one of the beft of them (faid he): 
ihe has not adted to day, and we have fuffered 
by her abfence : flie ufually plays the. part of 
the waiting- woman, which Ihe performs to 
admiration. Her adtion is full of fpirit ; per- 
haps too full ; but it is an agreeable fault, 
which ought to be forgiven.** The knight 
told me wonders of this Eftella ; and, by the 
pifture he drew of her perfon, I never doubt* 
ed that it was Laura, that fame Laura, of 
whom I have fpoke fo much in my hiftory, 
and whom I had left at Grenada. 

However, to be more certain ftill, after the 
play, I went behind the fceoes; and.cafiiog 

my 
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ray eyes around, found her in the tyring-room, 
ts^lking to fome gentlemen, who, perhaps, re- 
garded her only as the aunt of Lucretia, I 
a4v9nced to falute Laura ; but wh|ether through, 
whim, or in order to punifti me for my pre- ; 
cipitate departure from Grenada, (he pretend- 
ed not to know me, and received my civilities 
fq drily, that I was a little difconcjcrted, In- 
(tead of upbraiding her in a laughing humour, 
for her cold behaviour towards me, I was fool 
enough to be nettled at it ; I even retired haf- 
tily, ccfolving, in my paffion, to Return next 
day to Madrid. " To be revenged .9f Laura 
(faid Ito myfelf ), her niece (hall not hav^ the . 
honour of appearing before the ;king : for 
this purpofe, I can give to the minifter fuch 
a defcription of Lucretia as I pleale : I have 
no more to do, but to tell him that (he dances 
with a bad grace, that (he has 2 fqueaking 
voice, and in (hort, that her charm& con(ill: ia 
her youth only. I am fure his excellency, 
after that, will have no inclination to bring 
her to court." 

Such was the vengeance I meditated agajn^ 
Laura, for her behaviour to mejj but my re- 
fentment did not laft long : pextd^y,, juft as ; 
I was about to depart, a page entered pay 
chamber, ^nd faid, ** Here is a Iqtter for Se- 
nior de Santillane.*' ^^ I am the jfvcrfon, my 
child," anfwered I, taking the {letter, which 
cpntained thefe words : " 'Forget the manner 
'^. in which you was reqeived laft night in the 
« :t.yripg-roQ«i, :and be fo good as to follow 

Voj-. IV. L «the 
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** the bearer." I immediately took the page 
for my condudlor, who, when we were near 
the play-houfe, introduced me into a verjr 
hindfome houfe, where 1 found Laura at her 
toilet, in a very genteel apartment. 

She got up to embrace me, faying, **Sig« 
iiior Gil Bias, I know that you have no caufc 
to be pleafed with the reception you met with, 
when you came to falute me in our tyring- 
room ; an old friend, like you, had a right 
to expedt more civil treatment : but I muft 
tell you, for myexcufe, that I was then in a 
very bad humour. When you appeared, I 
was quite engroffed by fome fcandalous dif- 
courfe which one of our gentlemen had ut- 
tered agairift my niece, whofe honour is dearer 
to me than my own. Your fudden retreat 
(added (he) made me immediately recollefl: 
myfelf : and that moment I ordered my page 
to follow you to your lodging, that I might 
to-day make amends for my fault.'* " That 
is already done, my dear Laura (faid I) : let 
us talk no more of that matter : let us rather 
inform one another of what has happened to 
us iince the unlucky day in which the dread 
of juft chaftifement made me quit Grenada 
with great precipitation. I left you, you may 
remember, in pretty great perplexity : pray, 
how did you extricate yourfelf ? Had you not 
occafion for all your addrefs, to appeafe your 
Portugueze lover ?" *' Not at all (replied 
Laura) : don't you know, that in fuch cafes 
the men are fo weak, that they fometimes even 

. fpare 
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fpare the women the trouble to juftlfy them- 
felves. I affirmed (continued flie) to the Mar- 
quis of Marialya, that thou waft my brother. 
Pardon me, Mr. Santillane, if I fpeak to you 
as familiarly as heretofore : but I can't get rid 
of my old habits. I tell thee then, that T 
brazen'd it out ; ^< Don^t you fee (faid I to 
the Portugueze nobleman), that all this is the 
work of jealoufy and rage ? Narcifla, my com- 
rade and rival, incenfed to fee me in quiet 
pofleffion of a heart of which ihe is baulk- 
ed, has played me this trick : ihe has bribed 
the under candle-fnufFer, who, . as the mini- 
fter of her refentment, has the impudence to 
fay, that he has feen me Arfenia's chamber- 
maid. Nothing can be more falfe : the widow 
of Don Antonio Coello always entertained too 
noble fentiments, to humble herfelf fo low as 
to ferve an adtrefs. Befides, what proves the 
falfity of the accufation, and the confpiracy of 
my accufers, is the precipitate retreat of my 
brother : if he was prefenr, he might con- 
found their flander ; but Narcifla has, doubt- 
Jefs, employed fome new artifice, to make 
him difappear." Though thefe reafons (pur- 
fued Laura) made but an indifferent apology, 
the Marquis was fo good as to be fatisfied with 
it,: and that good-natured nobleman continu- 
ed to love me, until the day of his depar- 
ture from Grenada, on his return to Portu- 
gal," Indeed, he did not ftay long after thee : 
and the wife of Zapata had the pleafure of 
feeing me lofc the lover of whom I had de- 

L 2 prived 
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•prived her, Afcer that, I lived fome years at 
Grenada : then a divifion happening in our 
company, which is often the cafe, all the play- 
ers feparated : fome went to Seville, others to 
Cordova; and I came to Toledo, where I have 
been ten years, with my niece Lucretia, whom 
thou muft have fccn adt laft night' fince thou 
waft at the play/' 

1 could not help laughing in this place; 
and Laura afking the caufe, *' Can't you 
guefs ? (faid I) : you have neither brother 
nor frfter, and, of confequence, cannot be 
Lucretia's aunt. Befides, when 1 calculate 
the time which hath elapfed, fince our laft fo 
paration, and compare it with the age of your 
niece, I cannot help thinking that you arc 
more nearly related.*' 

" I underftand you, Mr. Gil Bias (replied 
Don Antonio's widow, reddening), what a 
chronologift you are ! it is impoffible to make 
you believe it. Well then, my friend, Lu- 
cretia is my daughter by the marquis of Ma- 
rialva ; Ihe is the fruit of our correfpondence; 
I can no longer conceal it from thee." *' What 
a great effort you make, my princefs (faid I), 
in revealing that fecret, after having imparted 
to me your adventures with the fteward of the 
hofpital of Zamora. I muft tell you, more- 
over, Lucretia is a maid of fuch Angular me- 
rrt, that the public can n^ver be thankful 
enough to you for having made fuch a pre- 
fent to it. It were to be wiflied, that all your 
comrades had done the fame/' If fome mif- 
• chievous 
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chievous reader, in this place, recoUedling the 
private converfaiions which I had with Laura 
at Grenada, while I was fecretary to the mar- 
quis of Marialva, fufpe<9:s that I might have 
difputed with that nobleman the honour of 
being Lucretia's father, it is a fufpicion, the 
injuftice of which I muft avow to my fliame^ 
I recounted my principal adventures to Laura^ 
in my turn, and made her acquainted with my 
prefent fituation. She liftened to my narration 
fo attentively, as to fliew that it was far fron> 
being indifferent to her : and when I had fi- 
niflied it, " Friend Santillane (faid flie), I 
find you ad: a very confiderable part on thq 
theatre of the world ; and you cannot iraan 
gine how much I am overjoyed at your good? 
fortune. When I fhall bring Lucretia to Ma- 
drid, with an intention to introduce her inta 
the prince's company, I flatter myfelf that Ihe 
will find a powerful proteSior in Signior de 
Santillane. *^ Never doubt that (anfwered 
I), you may depend upon me : I will procure 
your daughter's admittance into the princeV 
ccMnpany U^henever you pleafe : this is what 
I can promifc, without prcfuming too much 
upon my power/' " I would take you at your 
word (replied Laura), and fet out for Madrid^ 
to-morrow, were I not reftrided to this place, 
by engagements with our company." •* An- 
order from court can break thefe ties (faid I), 
and you Ihall receive one in lefs than eight 
days. I fhall be pleafed in, taking Lucretia 
from the Toledans : fuch a handfome adlrefs 

L 3 is 
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is deftincd for courtiers, and properly belongs 



to lis/* 



Lucreiia entered the room, juft as 1 had 
|>ronounced thefe words : and feemed fo pretty 
and engaging, that I took her for the goddefs 
Hebe. She had juft rifen ; and her natural 
beauty fliining without the help of art, pre- 
fented a ravifhing objeA to my view. '^ Come, 
niece (faid her mother to her), come and thanfc 
this gentleman for his friendihip : he is an old 
acquaintance of mine, who has great intereft 
at court, and intends to introduce us both in- 
to the prince's company. Thefe words feemed 
to give pleafure to the dear girJ, who made 
me a low curtfy ; and faid, with an enchant* 
ing fmile, " I moft humbly thank you fot 
your obliging intention ; but in taking mc 
from the people by whom I am beloved, arcf 
you fu re that I fliall pleafe the audience at 
Madrid ? I Ihall, perhaps, lofe by the change. 
I remember to have heard my aunt fay, that 
ihe has feen a£tors careffed in one place, and 
hiffed in another ; and this gives me feme 
concern : beware of expofing me to the con- 
tempt, and youffelf to the reproaches of the 
court." " Fair Lucretia (anfwered I), neither 
you nor I have reafon to be apprehenlive of 
that : I rather fear, that by inflaming all that 
behold you, you will create fome mifunder- 
flanding among our grandees." •« The fear 
of my niece (laid Laura) is better founded 
than your's : but 1 hope they are both'vain : 

if 
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if Luctctia cannot make a noife by her charms, 
in recompence, ihe is no contempiiblp a(Srefs.'* 
Our converfation lafted fome time longer ; 
and I had reafon to conclude, from every 
thing which Lucretia faid, that (he was a maid 
of a fuperior genius. I then took my leave 
of the two ladies, affuring them, that they 
ihould foon have an order from court to re- 
pair to Madrid. 

CHAP. IL 

Santillane gives an account of bis commiffion to the 
minijlery who employs hifn to bring Ltichtia ttf 
Madrid. The arrival of that aSlrefs and her 
appearance at court. 

AT my return to Madrid, I found the 
COunt-Duke very impatient to know the 
fi|ccefd of my journey. *' Gil Bias (faid he) 
haft thou feen this fame adtrefs? Is flie worth 
bringing to court?" •* My lord (I replied). 
Fame, which ufually praifes beauties more thaa 
they deferve, has not faid enough in commen- 
dation of young Lucretia; Ihe is an admirable 
creature, both as to her perfon and talents." 
** Is it poffible ! (cried the minifter, with an 
interior fatisfa(ftion, which 1 read in his eyes, 
and which made me believe that he had fent 
me to T(^ledo on his own account) is it pof- 
fible that (he can be fo amiable ?'* «^ Whca 
you have feen her (anfwered I), you will own^ 
that no elogium can dojuftice to her charms^* 
^^ Santillane (faid his excellency J, give me V 
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faithful relation of thy journey ; I fliall be 
very glad to hear it.'* To fatisfy my mafter, 
I then recounted all, even the hiftory of Lau- 
ra inclufively. I told him, that this adtrefs 
had Lucretia by the marquis of Marialva, a 
Portugueze nobleman, who Hopping at Gre- 
nada on his travels, fell in love with her. In 
fliort, when 1 had recounted to his grace 
every thing that happened between the two 
adtrcffes and me, he faid, ** I am overjoyed 
to hear that Lucretia is the daughter of a man 
of quality; that circumftance interefts me 
Hill more in her behalf; ihe mufl be brought 
to town. But (added he) continue as thou 
haft begun ; let not me appear in it , every 
thing mud pafs in the name of Gil Bias de 
Santillane.'' 

I went and told Carnero^ that his excel- 
lency defired him to expedite an order, by 
which the king received into his company 
Lftella and Lucretia, two adreflcsof Toledo* 
*' Aha ! Signior de Santillane (faid Carnero, 
with a fatirical fmile), yes, you Ihall be ferved 
immediately, fince, in all appearance, you in- 
tercft yourfelf for thefe two ladies.** At the 
fame time, he wrote an order with his owA 
hand, and delivered it to me to be expedited ; 
fo that I fent it inftantly to Eftclla by the fanoc 
lacquey who had attended me to Toledo. 
Eight days after, the mother and daughter ar- 
I'lving at Madrid, took lodgings hard by the 
prince's company, and their firft care was to 
give me notice of it by a billetr I Vifited them 
*'' -^^ imme- 
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irhmediatcly, wherci after a thoufand oflfers-of 
fcrvice on my fide^ and as many acknowledg- 
pienrs on their's, I left them to prepare for 
their firft public appearance, which I wilhed 
might be brilliant and liicccisful. 

They advert; fed themfelves as two new ac- 
trefles, whom the prince's company had re- 
ceived by an order troni court ; and they be-* 
gan with a comedy which they had often adred 
at loledo whh applaufe. In what part of thef 
world are new fights difregarded ? The play- 
houfe was that day filled with an extraordinary 
concourfe of fpeitators; and you may well 
im;^gine> that I did not fail to be there. I 
fuffered a Mttle before the piece began ; aod,, 
prepolTeffed as I was in favour of the talents 
botli of mother and daughter, I trembled for 
them, fo much was 1 intercftcd in their fuc- 
cefs. But fcarce had they opened their mouths^, 
when my fear waS' batiiftied by the appl^ufd 
which they received- Eftella was lookedupotj 
as a confummate comic adtrefs, and Lucretia 
as a prodigy in tender parts. This laft, cap- 
tivated all hearts-. Some admired the beauty 
of her eyes, others were touched by the fweer^ 
nefs of hec voice ;. and every body, ftruck with- 
the graces and brilliancy of her youth, went 
away enchanted by her appearance. 

The Cbunt-Duke being more interefted than 
I imagined in the firft effay of this adtrefs, 
was at the play that evening; and 1 faw him 
go^ out about the end of the performance, 
ieemingly very well fatisfied with our two nevi^ 

L 5 players*. 
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players. Curious to know if he was really 
affiled with their fuccefs, I followed him 
home, and going into his clofet juft after him, 
"Well, my lord (faid i), is jrour excellency 
fatisfied with young Marialva ?*' " My excel- 
lency (anfwered he fmiling) would be very 
nice indeed, if I refufed to join my vote to 
that of the public. Yes, child, 1 am charm*« 
cd with thy Lucretia, and 1 don't.doubt that 
the King will be pleafed when he fees her. 

CHAP. III. - 

Lucretia wakes a great notfe at court y andaSU 
before the king, who falls in Ipve with her. 
The confequence of his pajpon. 

THE appearance of two new aftreffes 
foon made a noife at court j the very 
next day it was fpoke of at the King's levee. 
Some nohlcmen extolled young Lucretia in 
particular, and drew fuch a beautiful pifture 
of her, that the monarch was ftruck with it: 
butdiffcmbling the imprcffion which their dif- 
courfcs made upon his heart, he feemed to 
take no notice of what they faid. Nevcrthe- 
lefs, as foon as he found himfelf alone with 
theCount-Dukc,healked who this adtrefswas, 
whom »hey [)raifcd fo much. The minifter 
anfwered, that fhe was a young player of To- 
ledo, who had made her firft appearance the 
preceding night with great fuccefs. She is 
called Lucretia (added he), a name very fuit- 
able to people of her profeiiion. She is an ac- 
quaintance 
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quaintance of Santillane's, who fpokefo much 
in her favour, that I thought proper to re- 
ceive her into your Majefty's company," 
. The King fmiled, whenhe heard myjnarac 
mentioned, becaufe he remembered perhaps at 
that mornent, that it was I who had made him 
acquainted with Catalina, and forefaw that I 
fliould do him the fame fervice on this occa- 
fion. " Count (faid he to the minifter) I will 
go to-morrow and fee this Lucretia ad. Take 
care to advertife her of my intention/' 

The Count-Duke, having repeated this-c.on-^ 
vcrfation to me, and informed me of the King's* 
defign, fent me to impart it to our two.ff&ref- 
fes. ** I come (faid I to Laura, wto^'Was the 
firft I met) t€ tell you a piece of gireat news ; 
you will to-morrow have among your fpedla- 
tors the fovcreign'of this monarchy; this is 
what I am ordered by the minifter to iacquaint 
you with, I don't doubt that your daughter 
and you will do your utmoft to deferve the 
honour which the King intends you ; but t 
advife yog to chufe a piece in which there isf. 
both dancing and mufic, that he ri^ay admire- 
all the talents of , Lucretia together^f' " We 
will take your advice (replied Laura), ani 
do all in our power to araufe the prince."' 
**' He cannot fail of being pleafed (faid I,, 
feeing Lucretia come in, in adi(habi]le,.whicb 
gave her more charms than the raoft fuperU 
theatrical drefs.) , He wHl be fo much the 
more fatisfied with your lovely niece, as he 
lQve>, fingin^and dancing ab^Ye all other en-K 

' L. 6 t^rtaror- 
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tertainments; who knows but be may be 
tempted to throw the handkerchief at her?" 
" I don't at all wi(h (replied Lauri) that he 
may have any fuch temptation; notwith- 
ftauding his being a powerful monarch, he 
ibtght find obftacles to the aiccompliihmcntof 
his defires. Lucretia is virtuous, though bred 
behind the fcenes : and whatever pleafure Ihe 
may feel in feeing herfelf applauded on the 
fiage, ihe would much rather pafs for a modefl: 
girl than for a good adtrefs. 
' " Why fhould my aunt (fatd young Ma- 
rlalva, joining in the convcrfation) form fuch 
chimeras to fight with ? I fliall never be oblig- 
ed to repulfe the fighs of the King ; the dc- 
Scacy ot his tafte will fave him from the re- 
proaches he would deferve, if he could humble 
his attention to me/* " But, charming Lu- 
cretia (faid I), ihould it happen that the prince 
would attach himfelf to you, and choofe you 
for his miftrefs, would you be fo cruel as to 
let him languifh in your chains, like an ordi- 
nary lover ?** ** Why not ? (anfwered (he.) 
Yes, doubtlefs : and though virtue were out 
of the queftion, my vanity would exult much 
more in refilling than in yielding to his paf- 
fion.'' I was not a little aftoniftied to hear a 
pupil of Laura talk in this manner; and left 
the ladies, praifing the laft for having be- 
ftowed fuch good education on the other. 

Next day, the King, impatient to fee Lu- 
cretia, weiH to the play. They aded a per- 
formance naixed with fongs and dtmccs, in 

which 
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which our young adrcfs flwM very much. 
From the beginning to the end, I kept my eyes 
fixed on the monarch, and in his looks endea* 
voured to read his thoughts; but he baffled my 
. penetration, by an air of gravity which all 
along he ztk&cd to prefcrve. I did not le&rn 
till next day what I was fo curious to know; 
•* SantiUane* (faid the minifttr to n>c)^ I have 
juft leftthe King, who haSifpoken to me of 
Lucretia with fo much vivacity, that I am coih 
vmced he is captivated, by that youpg player; 
and as I told him that thou wad the occafioo 
of bringing herir6m TokSdoy he^faid he Ihould 
be glad to talk with thee in private on that 
fubjed:. Go inftantly and ,prefi?nt thyfelf ac 
his chamber-door, where thefe is an order al-- 
ready given to admit thee. Run, therefore^ 
and bring me back as foon as poffible an ac« 
count of the converfation/'. 

I flew indantly to the pftlace, where I found 
the King alone, walking very faft^ in expeda^ 
tion of my corlung, and fiiemingly very much 
perplexed. He put feveral queflions to me 
about Lucretia, whofe biftory he obliged me 
to recouint : he then a£fced'if the Kttle gentle^ 
siroman had never been Engaged in any in<^ 
trigue. I boldly aflured him that flie had not 
(though thefe forts of affurances are a little 
raih), and the prince feemed very glad to hear 
it << If that be the cafe (faid he) I choofe 
thee for my agent with Lucretia ; and defire^ 
that by thy means Ihe W2ky this evening learn 
faer viftory. Go^ %nify her conc^eli fronx 
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me (ddded he, putting into my hand a dia- 
mond necklace worth forty thoufand crowns), 
and tell her that 1 defire Ihc will accept of 
that prefent, uimil 1 give her nK)re folid 
marks of my afFedion.'* 

Before I performed this commiffion, I went 
back to the Lount-lJuke, and made a faithful 
l-eport of what the King had faid : with this 
I imagined the minifter would be more afflid- 
cd than rejoiced, for I believed (as I haveal* 
ready obferved), that he himfelf had amorous 
views upon Lucretia, and would be chagrined 
to hear that his 'mafter was become his rival; 
but I was miftaken. Far from Teeming mor- 
tified at the news, it gave him fo much joy> 
that, being unable to contain it, fome words 
-;^efcaped him which did not fall to the ground, 
^ Aha ! Philip (cried he), egad, I have yon 
faft. For once you will be fick of bufinefs." 
This apoftroj)he difclofed the whole contri- 
Vance of the Count«Duke. I now perceived,^ 
that the niinifter being afraid of the King's 
applying himfelf to ferious affairs, endeavour- 
ed to amufe him with pleafures more fuitable 
to his humour. "Santiilane (faid he after- 
wards), loie no tilne ; make haile, my friend^ 
to go and execute the important order which 
thou haft received, and which a great many 
noblemen at court would glory in performing. 
Confider (faid he) that thou haft here no count 
de Lemos to deprive- thee of one half of the 
honour acquired in this fervice« Thou wilt 
" ■■■ ".•■''!' -^ - r- . ... have 



. A 
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ferve it entirely to thyfelf and. itioreovfcr cq« 
joy all the fruits of .it,'! i 

Thus did his excellency gild the pill, which 
I fwallowed down gently, though not without 
tafting the bitternefs of it : for, fince my im^* 
prifonment, 1 had been ufed to look, upon 
things in a moral point of view, and did not 
think the poft of Mercury in chief quite fo 
honourable as it was called* However, though 
I was not vicious enoi^h to perform it without 
remorfe, I had not virtue fufficient to make me 
refufe the employment. I therefore obeyed 
the King the more willingly, as. I faw at.tha 
fame time that my. compliance would be agrec-^ 
able to the minifter, whom it was. my fole 
ftudy to pleafe. I thought proper to addrefs 
myfelf at firfl: to Laura, to whom in a private 
converfation I difclofed my miflSbn in a difcreet 
manner; and, towards the end of the dif-^ 
courfe, prefented the jewels ; at fight of which^ 
the lady being unable to conceal her joy, gave 
a loofe to it. •* Signior Gil Bias (cried ihe), I 
ought not to tonftrain myfelf before myftldcft 
and beft friend. I ftiould be to blame, in af* 
fedting a falfe feverity of morals, and making 
grimaces with you. Yes, you need not doubt 
it (continued ihe), I am averjoyed :that my 
daughter has made fuah a precious conqueft^ 
all the advantages of which I comprehend ;; 
but, between you and me, I am afraid that 
Lucretia will look upon them with a different 
eye : for,- tho* a^young adrefs, (he is fo care*- 
ful of. her chaftity, that ihe Jhas^aliE^dyj re- 
jected 
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jeded the addrefies of two young noblcmcrf 
both amiable and rich. You may fay indeed, 
that thefe were not Kings. True ; and in aH 
probability, the paffion of a crowned head 
will ihake the virtue of Lucretia. Nevertbe- 
lefs^ I muft tell you, that the thing is unccr-« 
tain, and I declare that I will never force the 
inclinations of my daughter. If, far front 
thinking herfelf honoured by the tranfient af* 
fedion of the King, flie Ihall regard that ho* 
nour as infamous, let not that great prince be 
difobliged, if (he ihall conceal herfelf from 
him. Return to-morrow (added fhe), and 
ihen I will tell you, whether you muft cany 
back to him a favourable anfwer or his jewels. 
I did not at all doubt (that Laura would ex* 
hort Lucretia to fwerve from her duty, rather 
than remain in it^ and I depended a good deal 
on that exhoitation. Neverthelefs, I learned 
with furprize next day > that Laura had as much 
difficulty in fwaying her daughter to vice, as 
©ther mothers have to form rheir's to virtue ; 
andy'Which is iHIl more furprifing, Lucretia, 
after having granted fome private interviews 
to the monarch, felt fo much remorfe for hav* 
ing yielded to his defires, that flie quitted the 
world all of a fudden, and (hut herfelf up in 
the monaftery of the Incarnation, where fhe 
foon fell tick and di^d of grief. Laura being 
inconfolable for the lofs of her daughter^ whofe 
death (he upbraided herfelf with, retired into 
the convent of tbe Female Penitents, theie to 
mourn the pleafurcs of her youth. The King 

z was 
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was aflfeAed by the unexpe(5ted retreat of Lu- 
cretia ; but being of a humour not to be long 
afflidted at any thing, confoled hinifelf by de- 
grees for this event. As for the Count-Duke, 
although he did not feem very much touched 
at this incident, it did not fail to give him a 
great deal of mortification ; and this the read- 
er will eafily believe. 

C H A P. IV. 

Saniillani is invejted hy the minijier with a new 

empbfment. 

I Was alfo fenfibly affeftedby the niisfbrtune 
of Lucfetia, and felt fuch remorfe for hav- 
ing contributed to it, that, looking upon my«- 
felf as an infamous wretch, in fpite 5f the qua^ 
lity of the lover whofe paffion I had ferved, I 
^efolved to abandon the Caduceus for ever, I 
cveii exprefied to the minifter the relu&ance I 
had to bear it, and begged he would employ 
me in fomething clfe. " Santillane (faid be), 
I am charmed with thy delicacy ; and fincc 
thou art a man of fuch honour, will give thee 
in occupation more fuitable to thy virtue. 
This it is; liften attentively to what I am. go* 
ing to impart.'* 

**,Some years before I was in favour (coor 
tinued he% chance one day prefcnted to my 
view a lady fo handfonlc afed Well made, that 
1 ordered her to be followed. I learned that 
fhe was a Genoefe, called Donna Margarita 
Spinola, wh6 lived at Madrid on the revenue 
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of her beauty, and that Don FraccifcodcVa- 
lea far ^, an alcade of the court, a rich old 
married man, fpent a great deal of money 
upon The coquette. This report, which ought 
to have infpired me with contempt for her, 
made me conceive a violent defire of fliaring 
her favours with Valeafar ; and to fatisfy ir, I 
had rccourfe to a female go-between, who had 
the addrcfs in a little time to procure for me a 
private interview with the Genoefe; and that 
was followed by many more, fo that my rival 
and I were equally well treated for our prc- 
fcnts. Perhaps too, fhe had other gallants 
as happy as we were. 

• •* Be that as it will, Margarita in receiving 
■fuch confufed homage, infenfibly became preg- 
nant, and brought forth a fon^ the honour of 
ivhom (he beftowed on each of her lovers in 
particular ; but not one of them being in con- 
fciencc able to boaft himfelf the father of that 
child, it was difowned by them all ; fo that 
the Genoefe was obliged to maintain it with 
the fruit of her intrigues : this fhe did for 
eighteen years, at the end of which term dy- 
ing, (he has left her fon without fortune, and, 
which is worfc, without education, 

•*This(purfuedhisGrace)isthefecretI had 
to impart, and I will now inform thee of the 

* Don Francifco Valcafer anally married this lady when ihe 
WU big with child, and adopted uic boy, whom he educated 
and acknowledged as hit owii fon, during ^e fpace of jr yean; 
M the expiration of which, the Couot-D&e finding himfelf witb- 
out helra male, had him legitimated asd cx«ated Marquis of 
Mtjrena. 

great 
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great defign which I have projeftcd. 1 will 
bring this unfortunate child from obfcurity, 
and making him pafs from one extreme to 
another, raife hini to honours, and own him, 
for my fon." 

At this extravagant projeft, it was iropof-. 
lible for me to hold my tongue. /' How ! my 
Lord, (cried I) can your Excellency have taken 
fuch a ftrange refolution? Pardon me for ufing 
that term, which hath efcaped my zeal.'* 
** Thou wilt find it is very prudent (he re- 
plied with precipitation), when I have told thee 
the reafons that have determined me to take 
it. I don't defire that my collaterals fliould 
be my heirs. Thou wilt fay, that I am not as 
yet of fuch an advanced age, as to make me 
defpair of having children by my lady Olivar 
res. But every one knows himfelf beft. Let 
it' fufEce to tell thee, that there is no fecrct la. 
chemiftry which I have not tried irr vain t& 
become a father. Therefore, fince fortune^ 
fupplying the defe& of nature, prefents a child 
to me, whofe true father perhaps I am, I am 
refolved to adopt him.*' When I faw the 
minifterbent on this adoption, I ceafed to op- 
pofe it, knowing him to be a man capable X)f 
committing a foolilh aftidn rather than fwerve 
from his own opinion, " The fole bufinefi 
now (added he) is to beftow education upon' 
Don Henry Philip de Guzman, for this name 
I intend' he ihall bear) until he (hall be in a 
condition to pofTefs the dignities that await 
\xi\xi. Th'ou^ my dear Sancillane, art the 
' ' \i perfoa 
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pcrfon whom I cho-Dfc to be his tutor. I con- 
fide in thy underftanding and attachment to 
mc for thy care in regulating his family, in 
giving him all forts of mafters ; in a word, of 
making him an accomplilhed cavalier.'* I 
ivould have refufed this employment, repre- 
fcnting to the Count- Duke, that 1 was very 
ill qualified to educate young noblemen, hav- 
ing never pra^ifed that bufinefs, which re 
quired more knowledge and merit than I 
poflcffcd. But he interrupted me, and ftiut 
my mouth, by faying, ^* that he was abfolute- 
ly rcfolved to make me governor to this adopt- 
ed fon, whom he dellined for the firft offices 
of the monarchy/' I prepared myfelf there- 
fore to fill this place, for the fatisfaftion of 
his Grace, who, to reward my compliance, 
increafed my fmall revenue with a penfion of a 
thoufand crowns, which he procured or rather 
gave me^ on the commandery of Mamdra« 

€ H A P. V. 

The/on of the Genoe/e lady is owned by an authen- 
tic aSl, and called Don Henry Philip de Guz* 
man. Santillane forms the famfy of that young 
nobleman^ and hires aUf$rts of tickers for him. 

TH E Count-Diike in a little time a&ually 
owned the fon of Donna Margarita Spi* 
nola, and the deed was executed witn the con- 
fent and inclination of the King. Don Henry 
PHUip de Guzman (for ,that was the name 
r. . • . ' ' given 
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l^ven to this child of many fathers) was de- 
clared fole heir of the count d'Olivares, and 
of the duchy of San Lucar. The minifter, 
that no body might be ignorant of this event, 
ordered Carnero to communicate the declara- 
tion to the ambafladors and grandees of Spain, 
who were not a little furprifed at his conduiSt. 
The wits of Madrid had a fund of mirth from 
it a long time, and the fatirical poets did not 
negleft fuch a fair occa^on of Ihedding the 
gall of their pens. 

When I afked where this gentleman was, 
whom his Grace intended to intruft to my 
care ; ^^ He is in this city (he replied), under 
the direction of an aunt, from whom I will 
take him, as foon as thou ihalt have prepared 
a houfe for him.** This was foon performed* 
I took a houfe, which I caufed to be magni- 
ficently furni(hed ; hired pages, a porter and 
footmen ; and with the affiftance of Caporis, 
filled up the places of his officers. When I 
had completed his attendance, I went and ad- 
vertifed iis excellency, who immediately fent 
for his equivocal'heir, and new flioot from the 
trunk of the Guzmans, and I found him a tall 
young fellow of an agreeable perfon. " Don 
Henry (faid his Grace to him, pointing with 
his finger to me), this gentleman is the guide 
whom I have chofen to conduft you in the 
ckrecr of life. I have the greateft confidence 
in him, and give him an abfolute power over 
you. Yes, SantlUane (faid he, turning to 
me), I abandon him entirely to your care, and 

doa'c 
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don't doubt that you will give a good accouat 
of him/* To this difcourfe the minifler join- 
ed others, exhorting the young man to fubmit 
to my direftions ; after which, I condudcd 
Don Henry to his houfe, where when we 
arrived I made all his domeftics pais in re- 
view before him, fignifying the office of each. 
He did n<^>t feem confounded at the change of 
his condition ; and accommodating himfelf to 
the deference arid officious refpedt that was 
jhewn to him, be feemed to have been always 
that which he was now become by chsftice. 
He did not want capacity, but was wholly 
illiterate, being ftarce able to read or write. 
I furnifhed him with a preceptor to teach him 
the elements of the Latin tongue, and hired 
for him matters of geography, hiftory, and 
fencing. You may well believe, that I did not 
forget a dancing matter : I was only embar- 
rafled in the choice, for at that time there was 
a great number famous in that profeffion at 
Madrid, and I did not know to whom I ought 
to give the preference. While I was in this 
perplexity, a man richly drefledcame into the 
court-, arid 1 being told that he wanted to fpeak 
with me, went to him, imagining that he was 
at leatt a knight of St. Jago or Alcantara^i 
When I afked his commands, " Signior dc 
Santillane (anfwcred he, after having made 
feveral bows, which fmelled ttrongly of his 
profeffion), underttanding that your worfhip is 
the p'erfon who choofes matters for Signior Don . 
Henry, I am come to offer my fcrvice; my. 

name 
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name is Martin Ligero^ and 1 hare (th^nk bea** 
ven) fome reputation. It is not my cuftom . 
to come and folicit for fcholars ; that is the 
province of little obfcure dancing-mafters. I 
ufuaily wait until I am fent for ; bur as I have 
taught the Duke de Medina Sidonia, Don 
Lewis de Haro, and fome other noblemen of 
the family of Guzman, to which I am as it 
were a fcrvant born, I thought it my duty to 
anticipate your meffage/' ** I find by your 
difcourfe, (faid I) that you are the man we 
ivant. How much do you take per month/'. 
<« Four double piftoles (anfwered he) is the 
current price, and I give but two. leflbns per 
week.'' " Four doubloons a month ! (cried 
I) that is a great deal.** ** How ! a great 
deal ! (replied he with an air of aftonifliment) 
you would give a pidole a month to a mailer 
of philofophy." 

There was no refifting fuch a pleafant re- 
ply, at which I laughed heartily^ and a/ked 
Signior Ligero, if he really thought a man 
of his profeffion preferable fo a matter of phi- 
k)fophy." ** Doubtlefs ! (faid he) w^ are of 
much greater ufe than thofe gentlemen. What 
is a man before he has pafled through our 
bands ? what but an ill-licked cub ? but our 
leflbns mould him by little and little into a 
due form. In a word, we teach him to move 
gracefully, giving him attitudes and airs of 
dignity and importance," 

I yielded to the arguments of this dancing- ' 
mafter, whom I hired for Don Henry, at the 

rate 
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rate of four double piftoles a month, fincc that 
was the price of great mailers of his. art. 

CHAP. VI. 

Scipio reluming from New-Spain, Gil Blasfeith 
him in the Jervice of Don Henry. Jbejludies 
of that young nobleman j with the honours which 
were conferred upon him^ and an account of the 
lady to whom he was married. Gil Bias be- 
comes noble in fpite of himfelf 

I Had not as yet completed the half of Don 
Henry's family, when Scipio returned from 
Mexico. 1 diked him if he was fatisiied with 
his voyage, and he anfwered^ <« I have reafon 
to be fo ; iince, with three thoufand ducats in 
fpecie, I have brought over twice as much in 
merchandize of the confumption of this coun- 
try/' " I congratulate thee, my child, (I re- 
plied.) Thy tortune is now begun ; and it is 
in thy power to complete it, by returning to 
the Indies next year ; or if thou preferreil an 
agreeable poft at Madrid, to the trouble of 
going fo far to amafs wealth, thou haft no- 
thing to do but to ipeak, 1 have one at thy 
fervice.*' " Egad (feid ,the fon of Cofcolina), 
there is no room for hefitation. I would much 
rather execute a good employment near yoo, 
than expofe myfelf a-new to the perils of a 
long voyage. Pray, mailer^ explain yourfelf, 
what poft do you intend for your humble fc^ 
vant ? 

For 
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• For his better information, I.recotmted to 
him the ftory of thfe youn-g nobleman whom 
the Count-Duke had introduced into the fa- 
mily of Guzman ; and after having told him 
that the minifter had chdfen me governor to 
Don Henry, Ipromifed to make him valet de 
chambre to that adopted fon, Scipio, who 
afked no better, willingly accepted the poft, 
and acquitted himfelf in it fo well, that in lefs 
than three or four days, he acquired the con- 
fidence and friendlhip of his new mailer. 

I imagined that the pedagogues whom I had 
ch©fen to teach the fon of the Genoefc would 
find their Latin thrown away, believing one 
at his age undifciplinable. But I was much 
miftaken. He eafily comprehended and re- 
tained all that was Ihewn to him, and his maf- 
ters were very well fatisfied with his capacity. 
I ran eagerly to impart this piece of news to 
the Duke, who received it with exceffive joy. 
" Santillane (cried he tranfported), I am ra- 
viflied to hear that Don Henry has fuch a me- 
mory and penetration ! I perceive my own 
blood in him, and what convinces me of his 
being my fon is, that I feel as much afFeftion 
for him as if he had been born by my lady 
Olivares. Thou feeft, by this, my friend, that 
nature declares itfelf/' I was not fool enough 
:o tell his Grace my fentiments of the matter, 
but refpeCting his weaknefs, left him to enjoy 
:he pleafure (whei-her true or felfe) of believ- 
ing himfelf the father of Don H-enry. 

Vol. IV. M Al- 
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Although all the Guzmans entertained a 
mortal hatred of this young nobleman of fre(h 
date, they diffembled it out of policy ; nay, 
fome of them affeded to court his friendfliip; 
he was viiited by the ambafladors and grandees 
who were then at Madrid, and honoured by 
• them as much as if he had been a legitimate 
fon of the Count-Duke. This minifier, over- 
joyed to fee fuch incenfe offered to his idol, 
foon decked him with dignities. He began 
by afking of the King the crofs of Alcantara, 
with acommandery worth ten thoufand crowns, 
for Don Henry. In a little time after, he 
was made gentleman of the bed-chamber. 
Then refolving to marry hitn to a lady of the 
moft noble family of Spain, he caft his eyes 
upon Donna Juana Velafco, daughter to the 
Duke of Caftile, and had authority enough 
to accomplifh the marriage, in fpite of that J 
Duke and all his relations." 

A few days before the marriage, his Grace 
having fcntfor me, put fome papers into my 
hand, faying, ** Hold, Gil Bias, here are let- 
ters of nobility, which I have ordered to be 
expedited for tbee." " My Lord (anfwercd 
I, furprifed at his words), your Excellency 
knows that I am the fon of a poor duenna and 
fquire ; fo that, in my opinion, the nobility 
would be profaned by my aflbciation ; and it 
is, of all the favours which his Majcfty could 
beftow, that which I dcferve and defire the 
lead." " Thy birth (replied the minifter) is 
an obje&ion that is eafily removed : thou baft 

been 
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been employed in ftate affairs, both under the 
Duke or Lerma's miniftry and mine : befides, 
(added he, with a fmile) haft thou not done 
the monarch fome fervice, which deferves a 
recompence ? In a word, Santillane, thou art 
not unworthy of the honour which I have 
procured for thee. Moreover, the rank which 
thou holdeft with regard to my fon, requires 
that thou ihouldeft be noble ; and it is on that 
account that I have obtained the patent.*' " I 
yield, my Lord (I replied), fince your Ex- 
cellency infifts upon my compliance/' So 
faying, I went away with my patent in my 
pocket. 

" I am now a gentleman (faid I to myfelf, 
when I had got into the ftreet), ennobled with- 
out being obliged to my parents for my qua- 
lity. I may, when I pleafe, be called Don 
Gil Bias, and if any one of my acquaintance 
fliall take it in his head to laugh in my face 
when the calls me fo, I will fliew my patent. 
But let us read it (continued I, taking it out 
of my pocket), and fee in what manner my 
original meannefs is walhed away/' I there- 
fore perufed the paper, the fubftance of which 
was, that the King, to reward the zeal which 
I had manifefted on more than one occafion 
for his fervice and the good of the ftate, had 
thought proper to gratify my attachment with 
letters of nobility. I will venture to fay in 
my own praife, that they did not infpire me 
with the leaft pride. Having the meannefs of 
my extradtion always before my eyes, this ho- 

M 2 tviovix 
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nour humbled inftead of making me vain; 
therefore I determined to lock up my^^atent 
in a drawer, and never boall its being in my 
pofTeflion. 

. CHAP. VII. 

Gil Bids mMs Fahicio ^ain by accident. The 
iaji converfation thai happenid between ihem^ 
and the important advice which Nunkezgavc 
to SantiUane. 

TH E Afturian poet (as mud have been 
obferved by the reader) willingly ncg- 
leded me, and my occupations did not per- 
mit me to vifit him. I had not fecn him fince 
the day of the diflertation on the Iphigenia of 
Euripides, when chance again threw him in 
my way near the Gate of the Sun. He was 
coming out of a printing-houfe, and I ac- 
cofted him, faying, " Aha ! Mr. Nunncz, 
you have been at the printer's ; that feems to 
threaten the public with a new v/ork of your 
' compofition." '* That is what indeed it may 
cxped, (anfwered he.) I have adually in the 
prefs a pamphlet which will make fome noife 
in the republic of letters/* *^ I don't doubt 
the merit of thy production (I replied), but 
am amazed at thy com jpofing pamphlets, which 
in my opinion are trifles that do no great ho- 
nour to a man of genius." ** I know it vcrf 
well (faid Fabricio), and am not ignorant that 
none but thofe who read every thing, amufe 
^^ iidbcmfclvcs with pamphlets. However, this 
■ one 
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one has efcaped me, which I own is the child 
of neceffity. Hunger, thou knoweft, brings 
the wolf out of the wood." 

'^ How ! (cried I) does the author of the 
Count de Saldagne talk in this manner? a 
man who has two thoufand crowns a year !'* 
'^ Softly, friend (faid Nunnez to me) I am 
no longer that happy poet who enjoyed a well- 
paid penfion. The affairs. of the treafurer 
Don Bertrand are difordered all of a fudden. 
He has fingered and fquandered away the 
King^s money ; all his effefts are feized, and 
my penfion is gone to the devil/* '* That is 
a melancholy affair (I refumed), but haft thou 
no hope remaining from that quarter ?'* " Not 
the leaft, (faid he,) Signior Gomez de Ri- 
bero^ as poor as his poet, is gone to the bot* 
tocQ,, and will never, it is faid, get his head 
above water again,** 

** If that be the cafe> my child (anfwered 
I), I muft find out fome poll to confole thee 
for the lofs of thy penfion,** " I will fpare 
thee that trouble, (cried he.) If thou wouldeft 
offer me an employment in the minifler*s of- 
fices worth three thoufand crowns yearly, I 
would refufe it. The bufinefs of clerks will 
not agree with the humour of a fofter-chftd 
of the Mufes : I muft enjoy my literary amufe- 
nients. What ihall I fay to thee? I am born 
to live and die a poet, and my deftiny mufl 
he fulfilled. 

*' But don't imagine (continued he) that we 
are very unhappy; befides that we live in per- 

M 3 f eft 



246 The ADVENTURES of 

fedl independence, we are boys without care. 
People think that we often dine with Demo- 
crirus, and there they are miftaken. . There 
is not one of my fraternity, not even except- 
ing the makers of almanacks, who is not wel- 
come to fomc good table. A s for my part, there 
arc two families where I am always received 
with pleafure. I have two covers laid for me 
every day, one at the houfe of a fat diredlor 
of the farms, to whom I have dedicated a ro- 
mance ; and the other, at the houfe of a rich, 
citizen, who has the difeafe of being thought 
to entertain wits every day at his table; luckily 
he is not very delicate in his choice, and the 
city furnifhes him with great plenty.*' 

*^ I no longer pity thee then (faid I to the 
Afturianpoet), fincethou art fatisfied with thy 
condition: tho' I proteft to thee anew, that 
thou haft always in Gil Bias a friend, who is 
proof againft thy neglecS and indifference; if 
thou haft occafion for my purfe, come boldly 
to me, and let not a filly Ihame deprive thee 
of an infallible fuccour, and rob me of the 
pleafure of obliging thee.** 

** By that generous fentiment (cried Nun- 
nc»), I recolleft my friend Santillane ; I return 
a thoufand thanks for thy kind offer, and out 
of gratitude will give thee a wholefome ad- 
vice. While the Count-Duke continues in 
power, and thou art in poflTeffion of his fa- 
vour, profit by the opportunity, make hafte 
to enrich thyfelf, for I am told he begins to 
totter.*' I afked Fabricio if he had that in- 
telligence 
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telligence on good authoritj^ : and lie anfwer- 
ed, " I have it from a knight of Calatrava, 
who has a very fingular talent in difcovering 
the moft hidden fecreis ; he is looked upon as 
an oracle, and this is what I heard him fay 
yefterday : the Count-Duke has a great ma* 
ny enemies, who are all united to ruin him ; 
he depends too much on the afcendaircy which 
he has over the King; that monarch, it is re- 
ported, begins to liften to the complaints 
which have already reached his ears/* I thank- 
ed Nunnez for his informatioa, of which I 
took little notice, but went home,, perfuaded 
that my mailer's authority was immoveable, 
and confidering him as one of thofe old oaks 
which are rooted in a foreft, and which no 
florms can overthrow. 

CHAP. VIIL 

Gil Bias is convinced of the truth of Fabricio*s 
intelligence. The King goes to Saragojfa. 

NEvcrthelefs, what the Afturian poet had 
told me was not without foundation. 
There was in the palace, a fecret confederacy . 
formed againft the Count-Duke, and the 
Queen was faid to be at the head of it ; but 
none of the meafures which they took to dif- 
place the minifter, tranfpired : nay, a whole 
year pafled, before I perceived that his favour 
had received the lealt Ihock. 

But the revolt of the Catalonians, fupporteA 
by France, and the bad fuccefs of the war 

M 4 againft 
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again ft thcfe rebels, excited the murmurs of 
the people, who complained of the govern- 
ment. Thefe compbints occafioned a coun- 
cil to be held in prefence of the King, who 
defired the Marquis de Grana, the emperor's 
ambaffadoT at the court of Spain, to be there. 
The fubjed of their deliberation being, whe- 
ther It was moft proper for the King to ftay 
in Caftile, or go and ihew himfelf to his 
troops in Arragon, the Count-Duke, who was 
averfe to the PriiKre's departure for the army, 
fpokc firft : he reprefentcd that it was better 
for his Majefty, to remain in the center of his 
dominions; and fupported his opinion with 
all the reafons which his eloquence could af- 
ford. He had no fooner concluded his fpcech, 
than his advice was unaoimoufly followed by 
every body in council, except the Marquis of 
Grana, who, liftening to nothing but his zeal 
for the houfe of Auftria, and giving way ta 
the frankncfs of his nation, oppofed the fenti- 
mentof the prime minifter, and fupported the 
contrary opinion with fuch force, that the 
King was ftruck with the folidity of his argu- 
menrs, embraced bis opinion, though it wasop- 
pofite to that of the whole council, and fixed 
the day of his departure for the army. 

This was the firft time that ever his Ma- 
jefty durft think othcrwife than his favourite; 
who, looking upon this novelty as a bloody 
affront, was very much mortified. When th'e 
minifter was going to retire into his clofet, to 
bite upQW the bridle at liberty, he perceived 
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mc> and taking me in along with him, re- 
counted what had paffcd at council, with great 
agitation: then, like a man who could not 
recolleA himfelf from his furprize, *^ Yes, 
Santillane (continued he), the King, who for 
thefc twenty years paft hath fpoke with my 
mouth, and feen through my eyes, now prefers 
the opinion of Grana to mine : and in what 
manner too ? loading the ambaflador with elo- 
giums, and, in particular, praifing his zeal for 
the hoofe of Auftria, as if that German loved 
it better than I do. 

^^ By this, it is eafy to judge (purfued the 
minifter) that there is a party formed againft 
me, and that the Queen is at the head of itu" 
*' Why, my Lord (faid I), ihoujd you be 
uncaf^ with that conjed:urc ? Has not the 
Queen, for more than twelve years, been ufed 
to fee you at the helm ; and the King been In 
a long habit of not confulting her ? As for 
the Marquis of Grana, the Monarch, per- 
haps, chofe his opinion, out of defire to fee 
his army, and make a campaign." " That 
is not the cafe (faid the Count-Duke), fay ra- 
ther, my enemies hope that the King being 
among his troops, will always be furrounded 
by the noblemen who will attend him ; and 
that more than one will be found fa much 
difguftcd at me, as to- fpcak to the prejudice 
of my adminiftration : but they are miftaken 
[added he), I will ipake the Prince inacceiBble 
to them all, during the journey/* This he 
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actually performed, in a manner that defcrvcs 
to be related. 

The day of the King^s departure being ar- 
rived, that Monarch, after having entrufted 
the Queen with the care of the government 
in his abfence, fet out for Saragofla; but in 
his way, paffing by Aranjuez*, was fo de- 
lighted with the place, that he ftaid there al- 
moft three weeks : from thence the minifter 
carried him to Cuenza, where he amufed him 
ftill longer, by various diverfions. Then the 
pleafures of the chace detained him at Mo- 
lina of Arragon; after which, he was con- 
duced to Saragofla, 

His army being not far from theijce, he 
prepared for going to it ; but the Count-Duke 
altered his inclination, by making him believe 
that he would be in danger of being taken by 
the French, who were matters of the plain of 
Monjon : fo that the King being afraid of 
the peril which he had no caufe to fear, took 
the refolution of remaining Ihut up at home, 
as in a prifon. The minifter taking the ad- 
vantage of his terror, and under pretence of 
watching for his fafety, guarded him, as it 

^ * Araojuee is a royal palace in New Caftile, fitnated near the 
rivers of Talo and Garama, in a large plain furrounded by hills 
and forefts, through which are many ipacious arenues. The en- 
trMice to this palace is orer two painted wooden bridges, upon the 
forefaid rivers, which join a little below the hotife Here is a dfr* 
lightful garden ; and in a large fqnare paved with marble, a ftatue 
in brafs of Charles the Vth armed cap-»-pee> trampliag upon herc-^ 
fyx reprefented by four arch-heretics* 

wcre^ 
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were, from the fight of every body : and the 
grandees, who had been at a vaft expencc to 
put themfelves in a condition to follow their 
Sovereign, had not even the fatisfadtion of 
obtaining one private audience. Philip, at 
lengthy tired of being ill lodged at Saragofla^ 
of paflSng his time ftill worfe, or if you pleafe, 
of being prifoner^ returned in a little time to- 
Madrid. Thus this Monarch- finifhed his 
campaign, leaving to the Marquis de los 
Veles, general of his troops, the care 
of maintaining the honour of the SpanilH 
arms. 

CHAP. IX. 

The revolution of Portugaly and the difgrace of 

the Count^Duke. 

A FEW days after the King's return;/ a 
very difagreeable piece of news fpread 
all over Madrid. It was reported that the, 
Portuguefe, looking upon the revolt of the 
Catalonians as a fair ofcafion offered* to thenq[ 
by fortune, for Ihaking off the Spanifli yoke,, 
had taken up arms, and chofen the Duke of 
Braganza for their king; that they were re- 
folved to maintain him on the throne, and 
were confident of fuccefs ; Spain having at that 
pmeon her hands, enemies in Germany, Italy, 
Flanders, and Catalonia: indeed, they could 
not have found a more favourable conjundurei 

M 6 iot 
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for freeing themfelves from a dominion which 
they detcfted *, 

What is very fingular, is, that the Count- 
Duke, while both court and city feemcd to he 
jftruck with confternation at the news, wanted 
to joke with rfie King, at the expence of the 
Duke of Braganza : but Philip, far from be- 
ing pleafed with his raillery, affumed a very 
grave air, which difconcerted him, and made 
him forefee his difgrace : he no longer doubt- 
ed his own fall, when he underftood that the 
Queen had openlydeclaredherfelf againft him, 
and loudly accufed him of having, by his bad 
adminiftration, occafioned the revolt of Por- 
tugal. The greateft part of the grandees, 
cfpecially thofe who had been'at Saragofla, no 
footer perceived that a temped was brewing 
over the head of the Count-Duke, than they 
joined the Queen: and what gave the laft 
ftroke to his favour, was the arrival of the 
Duchefs Dowager of Mantua^ formerly go- 
vernefs of Portugal. This lady, on her re- 
turn from Lilbon to Madrid, plainly dcmon- 
flrated to the king, that the revolution of 
that kingdom happened through the fault of 
the prime minifter. * 

The difcourfe of this princefs made a great 
impreflion on the mind of the Monarch, who 

♦ This revolution, which happened in the year i5^o, was 
tondudked' with fuch forprifing fecreqr (though the deign was 
known to more than aoo perfons^ a whole year before )» that the 
Dufce of Braganza was declared Km^, and Ac Spanifb yoke 
fluk)k off in one day, through all the Fortuguefe dominions in Eu- 
rope^ Aiia, Africa^ and America^ 

2 being 
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being at length rbufed frorp bis infatuation 
for his favourite, ftript him of all the affefidoa 
which he had entertained for hira. When the 
minifter was informed that the King liftened 
to his enemies, he wrote a .letter to him, aflc* 
ing leave to refign his employment^ and re- 
move from court, fince people were fo un- 
juft as to impute to him all the misfortunes 
which had happened to the kingdom,, during; 
the courfe of his adminiftration. He thought 
that this letter would have a great effeift, and 
that the Frince ftill preferved fo much friend- 
fhip for him, as to detain him at court ; but 
all the anfwer which his Majefty returned, 
was the permiflion that he defired^ with leave 
to retire wherefoever he would, 

Thefe words, written by the King's own 
hand, were a thunderbolt to his Grace^ who 
by no means expe(9:ed fuch a reply ; but^ 
though he was very much confounded^ he af- 
fedled an air of conftancy, and afked what I 
would do, were I in his place? " I would 
foon take my refolution (laid I) ; I would 
abandon the court, and pafs the reft of my 
days in peace, at fome one of my eftates in 
the country.** ^* That is a wholfome advice 
(replied my mafter), and I am fully refolved 
to nniffi my career at Loeches, after I Ihall 
have once more converfed with the King ; for 
I want to demonftrate to him, that I have done 
all that human prudence could fuggeft, to fuf- 
tain the weighty burden with which I was 
loaded ; and that it was impoffible for me to 

prevent 
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prevent the melancholy events laid at mjr 
door; being no more to blame than a fkilful 
pilot, who, in fpite of all he can do, fees his 
veflel tofled about by the waves and winds." 
,The miniftcr dill flattered himfelf, that by 
fpeaking to the Prince, he might adjuft mat- 
ters, and regain the ground which he had loft; 
but he never could procure an audience, and 
befides, one was fent to demand the key of 
the door, by which he ufed to enter, when he 
pleafed, into his Majefty's apartment. Con- 
cluding then, that there were no farther hopes 
for him, he determined in good earned to re- 
tire. He examined his papers, a great quan- 
tity of which he very prudently committed 
to the flames ; then naming the ofiicers of his 
houfliold and valets who he intended fliould 
follow him, he gave orders for his departure, 
w^hich was fixed for next day. As he was 
afraid of being infulted by the populace, in 
coming out of the palace, he flipt away early 
in the morning by the kitchen-door, and get- 
ing into a forry coach, with his confeflTor and 
me, fafcly proceeded for Loeches, a village 
belonging to him, where his lady had built a 
magnificent convent of nuns of the Domini- 
can order. Thither he repaired in lefs thaii 
four hoursy and all his attendants arrived foom 
after. 



C H A P. 



G I L B L A S. 155 

C H A R X. 

^he anxiety and cares which at firjl di Curbed 
the repofe of the Count-Duke j and the happy 
tranquility by which they were fucc ceded. I he 
occupations of the minijler in his retreat. 

MADAM d^Olivares let her hulband 
fet out for Loeches, and (laid a few 
days after him at court, with a defign to try, 
if by her tears and intreaties Ihe could not 
effedl his being recalled : but in vain did £he 
proftrate herfelf before their Majefties ; the 
King had no regard to her remonftrances, " 
though artfully prepared; and the Queen, who 
hated her mortally, beheld her tears with plea- 
fure. The minifter's wife was not repulfed for 
all that : (he humbled herfelf fofar as to im- 
plore the good offices of the Queen's ladies ; 
but the fruit which fhe reaped from her mean- 
nefs, was to perceive that it exdited contempt 
rather than compaffion. Vexed at having taken 
fuch humbling fteps to no purpofe, flie went 
and joined her hufband, to grieve with him 
for the lofs of a place, which, under a reign 
like that of Philip the Fourth, was perhaps 
the firft of the monarchy. 

This lady's report of the condition in which 
Ihe left Madrid, redoubled the afflidtion of 
the Count-Duke : " Your enemies (faid fhe, 
weeping), the Duke of Medina Celi, and the 
other grandees who hate you inceflantly, praife 
the King for having deprived you of the mi- 

niftry j 
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niftry ; and the people celebrated your difgrace 
with an infolence of joy, as if the end of the 
national misfortunes was attached to that of 
your adminiftration^** 

" Madam (faid my mailer to her), follow 
my example, and ftifie your forrow; we rauft 
yield to the tempeft which we cannot divert. 
I thought, indeed, that I could have perpe- 
tuated my favour, even to the end of my life ; 
. the ordinary illufion of minifters and favou- 
rites, who forget that their fate depends upon 
their fovereign ; has not the Duke of Lerma 
been miftaken as well as I, thoUgh he ima- 
gined that his purple was the fare guarantee 
of the eternal duration of his authority ?'* 

In this manner did the Count-Duke exhort 
his fpoufeto arm herfelf with patience; while 
he himfelf was in an agitation, which was 
daily increafed by the difpatches whkh be rc^ 
ceived from Don Henry, who having remain- 
ed at court, to obferve, took care to inform 
him exactly of every thing that happened : 
it was Scipio who brought the letters from 
that young nobleman, whom heftill ferved, I 
having quitted him on his marriage with 
Donna Juanna. The difpatches of this adopt- 
ed fon were always filled with b^d news, and 
unhappily, no others were expcdled from him. 
Sometimes he wrote, that tlie grandees, not 
contented with rejoicing publrcfy at the re- 
treat of the Count-Duke, were again re-unit- 
ed to turn all his creatures from the polls and 
employments which they poflcffed, to replace 

them 
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theruvvitbi hts esieniies; another time, heob- 
fervcd, that Don Lewis de Haro began to come 
into favour, andwouW, is all probability, be 
macle prime minifter. Of all the dilagreeable 
news which my mailer received, that which 
feemed to affcft him moft, was the change 
made in the viceroyalty of Naples^ which the 
court, folely to mortify him, took froo the 
Duke of Medina de las Tores, whom he 
loved, and gave it to the admiral of Caftile, 
whom he had always hated. 

I may venture to fay, that during thjree 
months, his Grace feh nocbiogtn his folitude 
but trouble and chagrin; but bis confeflbr^ 
who was a Domtmcaa friar, and wkb the mofl: 
folid piety poifleflDbd a manly ektqueoee, had 
porwer enou^ to cnnible him. By means of 
reprefenting with energy, that he ought to 
bend his thoughts entirely to his own felvt* 
tlon,. he bad, with the help of giace, the good 
fortune todetadk bit amid Scathe court. 
.His eidceUeiacy would oo Isocrger hear any news 
from Madrid^ his wrhote care being nour eci- 
grofled in preparing for his latter end* Ma- 
dam d*01ivares alfo, making a good ufe of 
her retreat, met with a confolation prepared 
by Providence, in the convent which flx? had 
founded ; there were among the nuns, fome 
holy maidens, whofe converfation, full of 
balm, infenfibly fweetened the bitternefs of her 
life: in proportion as my m after turned his 
thoughts from worldly affairs, he became more 
and more trancjuil ; and in -this manner regu- 
lated 
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lated the day. He fpent almoft the whole 
morning in hearing mafs in the church of 
the convent, then returned to dinner : after 
which he amufed himfelf about two hours in 
playing at all forts of games, with me and 
fome other of his moft affedionate domeftics; 
then ufually retired by himfelf into his clofet, 
where he remained till fun-fet ; at which time 
he took a turn in his garden, or an airing in 
his coach, to the neighbourhood of hiscaftlc, 
accompanied fometimes by his confcflbr, and 
fomctimes by me. 

One day, being alone with him, and ad- 
miring the ferenity of bis countenance, I took 
the liberty to fay, " My lord, allow me to 
exprefs my joy : from the air of fatisfadnon 
in your looks, I conclude that your excellen- 
cy begins to be accuftomed to retirement.*" 
" I am already quite familiarized to it (an- 
fwered he), and though I have been a long time 
ufed to bufinefs, I proteft to thee, child» that 
I am every day more and more pleafed with 
the quiet and peaceable life which I lead ia 
this place." 

CHAP. XI. 

7 he Count' Duke becomes all of a fudden fad and 
thoughtful : the furprifing cauje of his mekn- 
cholj^ with its fatal confequence. 

HIS Grace, in order to vary his occupa- 
tions, amufed himfelf fometimes, alfo» 
in cultivating his garden. One day, while I 

beheld 



^ I.L B L A S. 259 

beheld him at work, he faid to me in a jocu* 
lar ftrain, " Santillane, thou feeft a minifter 
banifhed from court, turned gardener at Lo- 
eches." '^ My lord (anfwered I in the fame 
tone), methinks I fee Dionyfius of Syracufe, 
fchool-mafter at Corinth." My matter fmiled 
at my reply, and was not at all difpleafed at 
the comparifon. 

All the people in the houfewere overjoyed 
to fee their mafter, fuperior to his difgrace, 
charmed with a life fo different from that 
which he had always led; when we perceived, 
with forrow, that he vifibly changed : he be* 
came, gloomy, thoughtful, and funk into a 
moft profound melancholy. He left off play- 
ing with us, and no longer feemed fenfible of 
all that we could invent for his diverfion ; but 
locked himfelf up, after dinner in his clofet, 
where he remained alone till night : we ima- 
gined that his chagrin had been occafioned by 
the returning ideas of his paft greatnefs, and 
in that opinion left with him the Dominican 
friar, wbofe eloquence, however, could not 
triumph over the melancholy of his Grace, 
which, inftead of diminifhing, feemed daily 
to increafe. 

It came into my head, that the penfivenefs 
of this minifter might have fome particular 
caufe, which he was unwilling to difclofe; 
and on this conjecture 1 formed the defign of 
drawing the fecret from him : for this pur- 
pofe, I lay in wait for an opportunity of fpeak- 
iog to him in private, and having found it : 

**My 
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*^ My lord (faid I, with an air of refpeft, 
mingled with affedion), may Gil Bias be fo 
bold as to put one queftion to bis mailer ?** 
** Speak (he replied), 1 give thee leave." 
^* What (faid I) is become of that (atisfac- 
tion which appeared in your cxcellency^s face? 
have you do longer that afcendency which you 
had oDce gained over fortune ? or does your 
loft favour excite new regret within you? 
Would you be plunged again in that abyfs of 
trouble, from which ybur virtue hath extri- 
cated you ?"" " No, thank heaven (refumed 
the minifter), my memory is no longer en- 
grofied by the part which I adted at court ; I 
have for ever forgot the honours which I there 
enjoyed/* *< Wny then (feid !), lince you 
have philofophy enough to banift thefe things 
from your remembrance, are you fo weak as 
to abandon yourfelf to a melahcholy which 
alarms us all ? What is the matter with you, 
my dear mailer (added I, throwing myfelf at 
his feet), you have, doubtlefs, fome fecret for- 
row that confumes you : will you make a myf- 
tery of it to Santillane, whofe zeal, fidelity, 
and difcretion you know fo wcH? By what 
misfortune have I loft your confidence ?** 

'' Thou haft it ftill (faid he :) but I confcfs 
I have a reludance to reveal the caufe of that 
fadnefs with which thou feeft me overwhelm- 
ed : neverthelefs, I cannot refift the intreaties 
of fuch a fervant and a friend as thee. Know 
then the caufe of my difquiet, which is a fe- 
cret that I could impart to none but Santillane. 

Yes, 
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Yes (continued he), I am a prey to the moft 
difmal melancholy, which gradually confumes 
my life. I fee almoft^very moment a fpedtre, 
which prefents icfelf before me in the moft 
terrible fliape, la vain have I faid to myfelf, 
that it is no more than an illuiion, an unfub- 
ftantial phantom of -my brain : the continual 
apparition infefts my view, and diilurbs my 
repofe. . Though my underftanding is ftrong 
enough to perfuade me that this fpedtre is 
really nothing, I am notwithftanding weak 
enough to be afflided at the vifion. This is 
what thou iiaft forced me to difclofe (added 
he), and thou mayeft judge whether or not I 
am to blame, in concealing from all the world 
the caufe of my melancholy/' I was equally 
grieved and aftoniflied to hear fuch an extra- 
ordinary declaration, which was a flrong in- 
dication of the macliine's being difordered, 
*' My lord (faid I to the minifter), is not this 
Gccafioned by too little nouriihment ; for your 
abftinence is exceffive?'* ** That was what I 
imagined at firft (anfwered he), and to try if 
it was adtually owing to my diet, I have, for 
fome days paft, eaten more than ufual ; but 
without any efFeft; - the phantom ftill appears.*' 
" It will certainly difappear (faid I, to con- 
fole him) : and if your eJDcellency would re- 
lax yourfelf $t little, by playing again with 
your faithful fervants, I believe you would 
foon find yourfelf delivered from thcfe gloomy 
vapours." 
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In a little time after this converfation, his 
Grace fell fick ; and finding the affair grow 
ferious, fent to Madrid for two notaries to 
make his will ; as alfo, for three famous phy- 
ficians, who had the reputation of curing their 
patients fometimes. As foon as the arrival of 
thefe lad was reported in the cafile^ nothing 
was heard but groans and lamentations : the 
fervants looked upon the death of their mafter 
as juft at hand ; fo much were they prejudiced 
againft thefe gentlemen who had brought 
along with them an apothecary and furgeon, 
the ufual executioners of their prefcriptions. 
They let the notaries do their bufinefs; after 
which, they prepared to do their own. Being 
of Dr. Sangrado's principles, in their very firft 
confultation they ordered repeated bloodings; 
fo that, in fix days, they reduced the Count- 
Duke to extremity, and on the feventh, de- 
livered him entirely from his apparition *. 

Upon the death of this minifter, a deep and 
lincere forrow reigned in the caftle of Loeches; 
all his domeftics wept bitterly : far from con- 
foling themfclves for his lofs, with the certain- 
ty of being comprehended in his will, there 
was not one among them, who would not 
have renounced his legacy, to recall him to life. 
As for me, who had been beloved by him, 

• The Count-Duke died on the i2th of July, 1645, not at 
Loeches, but at Tore, in Ncw-Caftilc ; his dcatii (according to 
report) having been haflened by his relations, who feeing him 
become more and more odious to the people, even in fpite of hh 
retreat, \vere afraid of his fuffering fume sew ignominy, to the 
farther difgracc of his family. 

and 
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and whofe attachment flowed from pure per- 
fonal afFedtion, I was more afflidked than all 
the reft ; and queftion whether I Ihed more 
tears for.Antonia than for the Count-Duke. 

CHAP. XIL 

The tranfaBions at the caftle of Loeches, after 
the death of the Count-Duke ; and the dcpar* 
ture of Santillane. 

THE minifter, according to his own di- 
redlion, being buried without noife and 
, pomp, in the convent of nuns, by the found of 
our lamentations ; after the funeral, Madam 
d'Olivares ordered the will to be read, with 
which all the domeftics had reafon to be fatis- 
fied. Every one had a legacy proportioned to 
his ftation ; and the leaft was two thoufand 
crowns: mine was the moft confiderable ; his 
Grace having bequeathed to me ten thoufand 
piftoles, as a proof of his particular affedtion. 
He did not forget the hofpitals, and founded 
annual fervice in feveral convents. 

Madam d'Olivares font all the domeftics to 
Madrid, to receive their legacies from the ftew- 
ard Don Raymond Caporis, who had orders 
to pay them ; but I could not accompany them, 
being detained at the caftle feven or eight days 
by a high fever, which was the fruit of my 
af&idtion. In this (ituation, I was not aban- 
doned by the Dominican friar : that good 
clergyman had conceived an affedtion for me; 
and interefting him(elf in my falvation^ aiked^ 

I when 
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when he {ttw me m-tbc fair way, what I intend- 
cd to do. *^ I don't know, my good father 
(anfwered I) ; I have not, as yet determined 
with myfelf on thatfcorc : at farrye moments, 
I am tempted to Ihut myfelf up in a cell, and 
do penance." ^ Thole are precious moments! 
(cried the Dominican) : Signior de Saotii- 
lanc, you will do well to profit by them* I 
advife you as a friend, witbcHit your ceafing 
to be a layman, to retire, for example, into 
our convent at Madrid ; to make yourfelf a 
benefad:or to it, by a donation of all your for- 
tune, and die there under the habit of St. 
Dominique. A great many peopk -expiate a 
worldly life, by luch an end.'* 

I was then in fuch a difpofition of mind, 
that I began to relifli the advice, and told his 
reverence, that I would confider of it. But 
having confulted Scipio, whom I faw imme- 
diately after the monk, he inveighed againft 
that fentiment, which feemed to him the whim 
of a lick pcrfon. ^* Fy ! Signior de Santil- 
lane (faid he), can you be pleafed with fuch a 
retreat? will not your houfe at Lirias afford 
one much more agreeable ? If you was de- 
lighted with it heretofore, you will have a 
much better relifli for the fweets of it, now 
that you are of an age much more proper for 
tailing the beauties of nature/* 

The fon of Cofcolina had no great difficulty 
in making me change my opinion. •^ Friend 
(faid I), thou haft prevailed over the Domini- 
c-ao. 1 fee k will be better for me to teturn to 

my 
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my caftle ; and fix my refolution accordingly : 
we will repair to Lirias, as foon as I fhall be 
ill a condition to travel :** and this happened 
very foon ; for the fever having left me in a 
little time, I found myfelf ftrong enough to 
put my defign in execution, Scipio and I 
went firft to Madrid, the fight of which city 
no longer gave me that pleafure which I had 
formerly felt ; as I knew that almoft all its in- 
habitants abhorred the memory of a minifter, 
of whom 1 preferved the moft tender remem- 
brance, I could not behold it with a favourable 
eye : and therefore (laid in it only five or fix 
days, which Scipio employed in making pre- 
parations for our departure for Lirias. While 
he was bufy about our equipage, I went to Ca- 
poris, who gave me my legacy in doubloons. 
1 likewife vifited the receivers of the comman- 
deries on whpm I had, penfions, took mea* 
fures with them for the payment ; and, in a 
word, put all my affairs in order. 

On the evening before our departure, I 
aiked the fon of Cofcolina, if he had taken 
his leave of Don Henry. *^ Yes (anfwered 
he), we this morning parted good friends : 
he affured me that he was forry for my leav- 
ing him ; but if he was fatisfied with me, I 
was not fo with him : it is not enough, that 
the valet pleafes the matter, the matter ought, 
at the fame time, to pleafe the valet ; other- 
wife they are very ill met. Befides (added . 
he) Don Henry makes but a pitiful figure at 
court, wh^re. he is funk into the loweft con-, 
tempt. He is even pointed at in the ttreets. 

Vol. IV. N ^xA 
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and every body calls him the fon of the Ge- 
noefc. So yoo may guefs whether or not it is 
agreeable to a lad of honour to ferve a man 
in fuch difgrace/* 

At length, we fet out from Madrid early 
one morning, and took the road to Cuen^a, in 
the following order and equipage : my confi- 
dent and I were mounted in a chaife and pair, 
conduced by a poflilion : three moyles loaded 
with our baggage and money, and led by two 
grooms, followed clofe after ; and two lufty 
lacqueys, chofen by Scipio, mounted on mules, 
and armed to the teeth, brought up the rear; 
the grooms wore fabres, and the poftilion had 
two good piftols at his faddle-bow. As wc 
were in all feven men, fix of whom were very 
refolute, I travelled merrily, without any ap- 
prehenfion of lofing my legacy. Our moyles 
proudly founding their bells, in the villages 
through which we pafled, the peafants ran to 
their doors to fee the march of our equipage, 
which they imagined belonged tofome grandee 
going to take poffeflion of a vice-royalty. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Gil Bias returns to bis caftle, where he is over- 
joyed to find Seraphina, his god-daughtery mar- 
riageable : and falls in love with another la(tf. 

I Spent fifteen days on the road to Lirias, 
being under no neceflity of travelling faft : 
all that I defired was to arrive at it fafely; 
and my wifh was accomplifhcd. The fight of 
my caftle at firfl infpired me with fome melan- 
2 choly 
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choly thoughts, in recalling the memory of 
Antonia 5 but I foon baniflied them, by enter- 
taining my fancy with more pleafanr ideas : 
and this I could the more eafily do, as twenty- 
years, which wereelapfed fince her death, had 
a good.deal weakened the force'of my forrow* 

As foon as I entered the caftle, Beatrice and 
her daughter came with great eagernefs to fa- 
lute mc : then the father, mother, and child 
hugged one another with tranfports of joy, 
which charmed me. 

After their mutual embraces I looked at 
my god- daughter attentively, faying : ** Can 
this be that Seraphiiia whom I left in the cra- 
dle, when 1 departed from Lirias I I tm over* 
joyed to fee her again, fo tall and fo handfome, 
we^ muft have her feitled for life/* " How ! 
my dear god-father (cried Ihe, reddening gt 
tnj laft words), you have feen me but for a 
moment, and you already t^lk of getting rid 
of me!** **No, my child (anfwered I), we 
don*t inteod to lofe you by marriage : we muft 
have a hufband that will enjoy you, without 
robbing your parents of your company, and 
in a manner live with us altogether.'* 

** Such an one offers at prefent (faid' Bea- 
trice :) a gentleman of this country, having 
feen Seraphina one day at mafs, in the village- 
chapel, fell in love with her. He has been to 
vifit me, declared his pa(5on, and afked my 
confcnt.** *^ If you had it (faid I to him), 
you would be never the nearer ; Seraphina de- 
pends upon her father arKl god-father,, who 
alone canNdifpofe of her* All that I can: do 
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for you, is to inform them by a letter of your 
demand, which I own does honour to my 
daughter. Really, gentlemen (added Ihe), I 
was going to write about it immediately : but 
now that you are returned, you ihall do in it 
what }'ou think proper." 

" But (faid Scipio), what cbarafter has 
this hidalgo'^ ? is he like moft of your fmall 
gentry, proud of his nobility, and infoleot to 
plebeians ?" *' Not at all (replied Beatrice); 
he is a fweet tempered young man, extremely 
polite, has a good mein, and is not yet full 
thirty." You draw an agreeable pidture of 
that cavalier (faid I to Beatrice) : pray, what 
is his name ?" " Don Juan de Jutella (an- 
fwered Scipio's wife) :, he has but lately fuc- 
ceeded to his father, and lives in a cafile about 
a league from hence with a younger filler, who 
is under his care." " I have formerly (faid I) 
heard of this gentleman's family, which is one 
of the moft noble in the kingdom of Valencia/' 
** I efteeni his nobility (cried Scipio) left than 
the qualities of his heart and underftanding ; 
and this Don Juan will fuit us very well pro- 
vided he be a man of honour.** " He has the 
reputation of one (faid Seraphina, joining in 
the converfation) : the inhabitants of LiriaSi 
who know him, give him the bed of charac- 
ters." At thefe words of my god-daughter, 
I fmiled to her father ; who having likewife 
obferved them, concluded that his daughter 
was not difpleafed at her gallant. 

* Hidalgo^ literally the fvn of fomebody, is an appellation 
Ifiven <o a country gentleman in Spain. 

This 
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This cavalier foon got notice of our arrival 
at Lirias ; and two days after, appeared ac 
our caftle. He faluted us gracefully : and, 
far from contradifting by his prefence what 
Beatrice had faid to his advantage, his beha« 
viour made us conceive a high opinion of his 
merit. He told us, that, as our neighbour, be 
had come to congratulate us upon our happy 
return ; and we received him with ail the 
curtefy in our power ; but this vifir, which 
was made out of piirc civility, paffed in mu- 
tual compliments^ and Don Juan, withoiK 
having mentioned a fyllable of his paflion for 
'Seraphina, FCtired, only defiring our permif- 
fion to profit by a neighbourhood, which he 
forefaw would be very agreeable to him. When 
he was gone, Beatrice afking our opinions of 
the gentleman, we anfwered, that he had pre- 
poffeffed us in his favour; and that, in all 
appearance fortune could not offer a better 
match for Seraphina. 

The very next day I went out after dimieP, 
with Cofcolina's fon, to return the vifit which 
we owed to Don Juan. We took the road tt> 
his caftle, conducted by a guide, who (wheb 
we bad walked about three quarters of Ati 
hour), faid, " There is the caftle of Don juan 
•de Jutella.** In vain did we caft our eyes aU 
around the country ; it was a long time before 
we perceived it ; nay, we did not cUfcover it 
till we arrived at the gate; for it was iituated 
at the foot of a mountain, in the middle of e 
wood^ whbfe lofty trees concealed it from tWe 

N 3 viewv 
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vieor. The hoafe denoted the nobility more 
than the opulence of its matter; however, 
Ik hen weentertdy we found the crazinefe of 
the buiEdii^ compeniated by the richnefs of 
the furniture. 

Don Juan received us in a very handfome 
hall, inhere he introduced us to a lady whom 
he called his lifter Dorothea, and who feemed 
to be about the age of nineteen or twenty. 
She was full drefled, becaufe having expeded 
our vifir, (he was defirous of appearing as 
amiable as flie could ; and offering herfelf to 
my view, in all her charms, (he made the 
fame impreffion that Antonia had made upon 
my heart ; that is, I was difconcerted : but 
concealed my diforder fo well, that Scipio 
himfelf did not obferve it. Our converfatioo, 
like that of the preceding day, turned upon 
the mutual pleafure we ihould enjoy, in vifit- 
ing one another, and living together in good 
neighbourhood. He did not, as yet, fpeak 
to us of Seraph ina, and we gave him no en- 
couragement to declare his paffion, refolving 
that it fhould firft come from himfelf. During 
the converfation, I frequently eyed Dorothea, 
t^iough I affected to look at her as little as 
poflSble : and every time our eyes met, flic 
darted frefli arrows into my foul. I mufl fay, 
bo^vever, for the fake of truth, that this be- 
loved obje<ft was not a perfedt beauty : for, 
though her fkin was of a dazzling whitenefs, 
and her lips of the complexion of the rofe, 
Jher nofe w^ fomewhat too long, asd her eyes 
^r, too 
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too little. Neverthelefs the whole together 
quite enchanted me. 

In fliprt, I did not leave the caftle of Ju- 
tella as I had entered it ; and on my return to 
Lirias, my mind was fo wholly poflefled by 
Dorothea, that I faw nothing but her, and 
Ihe was the fole fubjed of my converfation, 
" How, matter !'(faid Scipio, looking at me 
with aftonilhment) you are very fuU of Don 
Juan's fiften Hath flie made a conqueft of 
your heart ?*' ** Yes, friend (anfwercd I), and 
I bluih at my own weaknefs. O heavens ! 
mufti, ivho, fince Antonia's death, have be- 
held a thoufand beauties with indifference, 
meet with one, at my age, who, in fpite of 
all my endeavours, inflames n>e with love T' 
•^ Well, Sir (replied Cofcolina's fon), you 
ought to rejoice, inftead of complaining, at 
the adventure: there isiiothing ridiculous in 
a man of your age being in love ; and time 
hath not as yet fo furrowed your brow, as to 
deprive you of the hope of pleafing. Take 
my advice, and when next you fee Don Juan, 
boldly demand his fitter in marriage ; he can- 
not refufe her to fuch a perfon as you : and 
befides, if it is ablblutely necefl'ary that Do- 
rothea's hufband fhould be a gentleman, are 
not you one ? You have letters of nobility, 
and that is enough for your pofterity, when 
time ihall have Ihrouded thefe letters with that 
thick veil which covers the origin of all great 
families : after four or five generations, the 
race of Santillane will be moft illuttrious.'^ 

1 CHAP. 
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CHAP, the laft. 

The double marriage celebrated at Lifias^ which 
concludes the hijiory of Gil Bias de Santillane. 

SCIPIO, by this difcourfc, encouraged mc 
to declare myfclf the lover of Dorothea, 
without confidcring that he expofed me to the 
rilk of a refufal : I could not, however, de- 
termine upon it without trembling ; for, al- 
though I looked younger than 1 was, and 
could have funk ten good years at leaft of my 
age, I could not help thinking I had good 
reafon to doubt of my pleafing a young beau- 
ty. I refolved, nevertbelefs, to rifk the de- 
mand, as foon as I Ihould fee her brother, 
who, for his part, being uncertain of obtain- 
ing my god-daughter, was not without abun- 
dance of anxiety. 

He returned to my houfe nejct morning, 
juft ^s I had done dreffing ; and faid, " Sig- 
nior de Santillane, I am come to-<]ay, to talk 
with you about a ferious affair." I carried him 
into my clofet, where, coming to the point at 
once, ^* I believe (continued he) that you are 
not ignorant of my errand. I love Seraphina; 
and as you can fway her father to any thing, 
pray render him favourable to mc ; procure 
for me the objeil of my paffion, and let mc 
owe the happinefs of my life to you.*' ** Sig- 
nior Don Juan (anfwered I), fincc you come 
to the bufinefs at once, give me leave to fol- 
low your example; audi after having pro** 

uiifcd 
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mifed you my good offices with the father of 
my god-daughter, to demand your intcreft 
with your fifter, in my behalf/* 

At thefe laft words, Don Juan expreffed an 
agreeable furprize, from which I drew a fa- 
vourable omen. " Is it poffible (cried he), 
that Dorothea made a conqueft of your heart 
yefterday ?'* *^ 1 am quite charmed with her I 
(faid I) and will think myfelf the happieft of 
mankind, if my demand is agreeable to you 
both." " Of that you may be affured (he 
replied) : noble as we are, we will notdifdain 
your alliance.'' ** I am very glad (anfwered 
I), that you make no difficulty in receiving a 
plebeian for your brother-in-law : I efteem you 
the more on that account ; and in fo doing, 
you fliew your good underftanding : but were 
you even fo vain as to refufe your fitter's hand 
to any body but a gentleman, know, that I 
could fatisfy your pride; I have laboured 
twenty years uqder the minifter ; and the king^ 
to recompenfe the fervices which I have done 
the date, has gratified me with letters of no- 
bility, which you fliall fee.'* So faying, I 
took my patent out of the drawer where it lay 
concealed, and prefented it to the gentleman, 
who read it attentively, from beginning to end, 
with vaft fatisfadion. <* This is excellent I 
(faid he, reftoring the papers) : Dorothea is 
your's." " And you (cried 1) may depend 
upon Seraphina." 

Thefe two mlarriages being thus refolved 
upon, all that reoiaioed, was to know if the 

brides 
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brides, would confent with a good grace, for 
Don Juan asd I, being equally delicate, did 
not intend to force their inclinations. That 
gentleman returned, therefore, to his caftlc 
of Jutella, to propofe me to his fifler ; and I 
afiembled Sctpio, Beatrice, and their daugh- 
ter, to communicate the converfation I had 
with that cavalier. Beatrice was for accept- 
ing him without hefitation ; and Seraphina, 
by her filence^ ihewed that {he was of her 
mother's opinion. As to the father, he was 
not indeed avcrfc tathe match, but expreffed 
fome uneafinefs about the dowry^ which, he 
£aid, muft be given to the gentleman, whofe 
caftle had fuch preffing need of repairs^ I 
ilopt Scipio's mouth, telling him, that aifair 
eoticerned me> and that I would make a pre- 
fent to my god-daughter of four thoufand 
piftoles for her portion* 

Don Juan returning that very evening, 
f* Your affairs (faid 1 to him) fticceed to a 
miracle : I wifli mine may be in no worfe con- 
dition.'' They ai^ alfo on an excttlknt foot- 
ing (he replied); I had no occafion to employ 
authority to obtain Dorothea's confent : your 
perfon is to her liking, and Ihe is pleafed with 
your behaviour. You was apprehenfive of 
your being difagreeable to her; and fhe i$ 
more juftly afraid, that having nothing but 
her heart and band to offer"—*" What more 
would I have ! (cried I, in a tranfport of joy) : 
fince the charming Dorothea has no reludance 
to unite her fate with mine^ f afk no more : I 

am 
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am rich enough to marry her without a por- 
tion, and the poffeffion of her alone will <:rown 
my wifhes!'* 

Don Juan and I, very well pleafed with 
having brought matters happily fo far, refolv^ 
edto haften our nuptials, by/upprcfling all 
fuperfluofis ceremonies. I brought this gen- 
tleman and Seraphina^s parents tpgether ; and 
after they had agreed upon the conditions of 
the marriage, he took his leave, promifing to 
return next day with Dorothea. The defire I 
had of appearing agreeable to that lady, made 
me employ three good hours, at leaft, in ad- 
jufting and adonizing myfelf; and :yet, for 
all that, I could not make myfelf pleafed with 
my own perfon. It is only a pleafure for a 
young man to prepare himfelf for vifiting his 
miftrefs : but to one who begins to grow old^ 
it is quite a fatigue. However, I was more 
hapijy than I deferved to be. 

When next I faw Don Juan^s fifter, flie re- 
garded me with fuch a favourable eye, that I 
imagined myfelf (till good for fomcthing. I 
had a long converfation with her, was charm- 
ed with her difpoiition ; and concluded, that, 
with delicate behaviour, and a great deal of 
complaifance, I Ihould become a beloved 
fpoufe. Elevated with this agreeable hope, I 
fent to Valencia for two notaries, who drew 
up the contraQ: of marriage ; then we had re- 
courfe to the curate of Paterna, who came to 
Lirias, and married Don Juan and me to our 
miftreiTes. 

Thus, 
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Thus, for a fecond time, did I light the 
torch of Hymen, and had no caufe to repent 
my condudt. Dorothea, like a virtuous wife, 
made a pleafure of her duty ; and, feniible of 
my care to anticipate berdefires, foon attach- 
ed herfelf to me, as much as if I had been a 
young man. On the other hand, Don Juan 
and my god-daughter were inflamed with mu- 
tual ardour ; and, what is very iingular, the 
two (i{ters*in-law conceived the mod paffionate 
and (incere friendihip for one another. As for 
my part, I found fo many good qualities in 
my brother-in-law, that I felt a real afTedion 
for him ; and he did not repay it with ingra- 
titude. In Ihort, the union that reigned among 
us was fuch, that in the evening, when we 
parted, only tiU next day, that feparation was 
not performed without pain ; fo that, of the 
two families, we refolved to make one, which 
fliould live fometimes at the caftle of Lirias, 
and fometimes at that of Jutella, which, for 
this purpofc, received great reparations, by 
the help of his excellency's piftoles. 

I have for three years, gentle reader, led a 
delicious life with people .whom I love fo 
much ; and to crown my felicity heaven has 
bleflcd me with two children, whom I pioufly 
believe to be my own, and whofe education 
ihall be the amufement of my old age. 



[ The End of the Twelfth and laft Book. 
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